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CHAPTER  I. 

James  rose  early,  the  next  morning,  and 
found  the  doctor  traversing  his  museum, 
where  he  was  stroking  down  his  serpents  and 
crocodiles,  beasts  and  birds,  with  as  much 
delight  as  he  would  have  caressed  a  pug  dog, 
a  torn  cat,  or  even  a  favourite  child.  On  per- 
ceiving his  guest,  he  wished  him  a  good  morn- 
ing ;  and  said  that,  although  he  had  examined 
his  menagerie  a  thousand  times,  such  was  the 
power  of  habit,  that  when  nothing  particular 
occurred  to  engage  him,  he  resorted  hither. 

VOL.  III.  ~  A 
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and  found  greater  pleasure  in  surveying  his 
numerous  stock  of  animals,  than  in  viewing 
the  choicest  collection  of  flowers  in  a  botanic 
jrarden,  as  their  wonderful  structure  afforded 
a  constant  theme  of  speculation  to  a  philoso- 
phic mind. 

On  returning  to  breakfast,  the  doctor  re- 
collected their  yesterday's  visit  to  the  duke's 
house ;  and,  reminding  James  of  the  inflam- 
matory symptoms  exhibited  by  his  Grace, 
thus  addressed  him  : — 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  upon  the  sub- 
ject, bleeding  is  highly  necessary  ;  and,  as  it 
has  been  understood  that  you  are  in  future  to 
assist  me  in  my  practice,  do  you  think  that 
you  could,  with  safety,  take  six  cups  of  blood 
from  the  duke  r 

James  told  the  doctor,  that  he  could  do 
it  perfectly ;  and  that  he  had  no  objection  to 
try  his  hand  upon  his  noble  patient. 

"  Well,  then,'"*  said  the  doctor ;  "  go  and 
bleed  him  instantly,  and  tell  him  to  keep  his 
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room  :  order  liim  milk-whey,  with  the  leni- 
tive electuary,  for  a  cooling  drink  ;  and  en- 
join him  not  to  taste  a  drop  of  spirits,  as  he 
would  avoid  taking  poison,  and  to  remain  un- 
der this  regimen  during  a  month." 

The  doctor  was  satisfied  that  James  was  a 
practitioner,  as  he  knew  all  the  technical 
names  and  phrases  employed  by  physicians, 
wherein  he  conceived  the  chief  secret  of  the 
profession  consisted.  The  medical  art,  he 
said,  was  plain  and  simple;  for,  let  any  man 
adopt  a  theory  of  his  own,  and  apply  it  to 
practice  ;  if  it  succeeds,  he  is  another  Hippo- 
crates ;  if  it  does  not,  he  can  throw  the  blame 
on  the  patient's  constitution. 

Although  James  knew  nothing  of  bleeding, 
he  was  anxious  to  learn  ;  and,  as  he  was  to 
begin  with  a  noble  subject,  he  anticipated 
both  a  good  fee  and  great  fame,  from  having 
spilt  the  best  blood  in  the  land,  among  his 
other  exploits  in  the  course  of  his  travels. 
James  accordingly  sallied  forth  to  proceed  to 
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the  duke^s  house ;  and,  from  particular  marks 
he  had  taken  yesterday,  he  soon  found  one 
which  he  supposed  to  be  it,  (although  it  be- 
longed to  the  Count  de  Verez,  who  lived  next 
him,)  and  knocked  at  the  door.  A  livery 
servant  immediately  opened  it;  and  James 
having  learned  from  him  that  his  master  was 
at  home,  walked  in  magisterially,  in  his  pro- 
fessional attire  of  a  long  cloak,  a  three-cock- 
ed hat,  and  a  china-headed  cane,  receiving 
the  most  obsequious  obeisance  from  the  ser- 
vant in  waiting,  who  forthwith  conducted 
him  into  an  elegant  room. 

Near  to  the  fire-place  sat,  as  he  supposed, 
the  Duke  de  Cambo,  whom  he  respectfully 
accosted  ;  then,  laying  aside  his  hat  and  stick 
as  gracefully  as  possible,  he  advanced  towards 
the  place,  where  the  supposed  duke  sat  in 
his  shirt,  just  risen  from  bed,  and  asked  how 
his  Grace  had  rested  all  night.  On  receiving 
no  answer,  he  began  to  feel  his  pulse,  and 
gave  a  peculiar  kind  of  hem,  and  a  twist  of 
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the  neck,  that  was  generally  understood  to 
indicate  apparent  danger ;  althougli  it  was 
used  in  all  cases,  whether  the  patient  died  or 
recovered.  After  putting  on  a  serious  air,  he 
gave  a  tremendous  roar,  and  called  for  cups 
and  attendants;  at  the  same  time  saying  to 
the  supposed  duke,  that  he  must  submit  to  a 
little  phlebotomy,  in  order  to  assuage  his  in- 
flammatory symptoms.  The  person  whom 
he  took  for  the  duke  acquiesced,  the  servants 
held  a  dish,  and  James  took  nine  cups  of 
blood  from  his  arm,  the  wound  in  which 
would  not  cease  bleeding,  until  he  applied  a 
large  plaster,  which  he  thought  it  would  be 
somewhat  difficult  to  remove.  He  then 
assured  his  patient  that  all  danger  was  over  ; 
but,  in  order  to  hasten  his  recovery,  he 
strongly  recommended  copious  draughts  of 
whey,  diluting,  opening  liquors,  a  decoction  of 
tamarinds,  liquorice  and  cream  of  tartar,  with 
an  infusion  of  carduus  benedictus,  and  a  long 
string  of  articles^  without  condescending  on 
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any  quantity,  which  he  left  entirely  to  the 
patient's  discretion  ; — and  then  took  leave, 
with  all  the  satisfaction  which  a  successful 
operation  warranted  the  most  skilful  practi- 
tioner to  assume.  But  he  had  scarcely  quit- 
ted the  room,  when  another  doctor  met  him 
in  the  lobby,  and  asked  him  by  whose  autho- 
rity he  had  come  hither  ? 

James  was  confounded;  he  started  back, 
holding  his  hat  in  the  one  hand,  and  his  stick 
in  the  other,  in  an  attitude  of  amazement ; 
while  the  doctor  viewed  him  through  a  glass 
that  seemed  suspended  from  the  button  of  his 
cloak. 

After  some  pause,  the  physician  demand- 
ed to  know  who  they  had  got  there  ?  and, 
taking  another  look  of  his  strange  appear- 
ance, declared  that  that  gentleman  w^s  nei- 
ther a  regular  practitioner,  nor  a  member  of 
the  faculty.  James  hearing  this,  thought  it 
high  time  to  make  his  escape ;  and  eyeing  the 
inner-door  that  stood  half  open,  he  made  a 
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spring,  and  bolted  out ;  but  finding  the  outer- 
door  locked,  he  was  brought  back,  and  inter- 
rogated who  he  was,  and  what  brought  him 
hither. 

•'  Has  he  offered  any  medicine,  regimen, 
or  apphcation,  for  my  patient's  disorder  ?"' 
asked  the  physician.  A  servant  turning  to 
the  sideboard,  presented  a  large  basin  with 
the  cups,  saying,— 

"  Here  are  a  basin,  and  nine  cups  full  of 
blood,  which  have  this  instant  been  taken 
from  the  count." 

"  Mercy  on  us  !"  cried  the  doctor,  "  we  are 
all  undone;  seize  this  fellow  ;  for  Tve  no  doubt 
that  he  has  put  a  period  to  all  our  labours ; 
the  count  can't  live  above  an  hour ;  and  IVe 
no  doubt  that  this  fellow,  who  appears  under 
the  garb  of  a  physician,  has  been  employed,  or 
bribed  by  some  of  the  members  of  court,  to 
deprive  it  of  one  of  its  greatest  ornaments." 
"   Come,"   cried    the   count    to    James, 
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"  declare  before  you  die,  who  prompted  you 
to  this  action  ?'' 

"  Now,  sir,""  interrupted  the  enraged  phy- 
sician, "  if  you  do  not  this  instant  give  up 
the  author  of  this  attempt  at  assassination,  I 
shall  take  the  law  in  my  own  hand  ;" — then, 
pulling  out  his  lancets,  he  began  to  take  James 
by  the  arm,  who,  being  almost  deprived  of 
the  power  of  speech,  recovered  from  his 
stupor  at  this  rough  usage,  and  instantly 
replied, — 

"  I  plainly  see  that  there  is  some  mistake 
in  this  affair,  with  which  assuredly  I  have  no 
concern." 

"  Concern  !**'  cried  the  doctor ;  "  do  you  say 
that  you  have  no  concern  in  being  detected  in 
the  act  of  murder  ?" 

"  No,"  answered  James;  "  there  can  be 
no  murder  in  my  bleeding  the  Duke  de 
Cambo,  as  it  was  done  according  to  his  wish, 
and  to  my  instructions." 
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"  The  Duke  de  Cambo,"  said  the  doctor ; 
"  what  have  we  to  do  with  him  ?  I  say  yoii 
have  bled  to  death  Orez  PeUva,  Count  de 
VereZj  one  of  the  first  counsellors  and  one  of 
the  greatest  men  in  New  Castile;  and  you 
must  instantly  suffer  for  taking  away  his  life."" 

The  physician  and  attendants  then  tied 
James,  hands  and  feet,  waiting  the  result  of 
the  count's  illness ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  a 
message  was  sent  to  the  Duke  de  Cambo, 
who  lived  next  door. 

During  these  transactions,  Doctor  Fiscari, 
who  had  been  with  the  duke  for  nearly 
an  hour,  could  not  understand  what  had  be- 
come of  James ;  and  when  the  duke,  on  re- 
ceiving inteUigence  about  the  Count  de  Verez, 
asked  Fiscari  concerning  James,  he  said  that 
he  knew  nothing  of  any  such  person.  This 
declaration  of  Fiscari's  confirmed  the  suspi- 
cions of  the  count  and  his  physician,  that  a 
plot  had  been  laid,  which  James  had  exe- 
cuted ;  and  they  determined  to  despatch  him 

a2 
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as  soon  as  the  illness  of  the  former  should 
come  to  a  crisis.  Our  unfortunate  traveller 
now  found  himself  in  a  dreadful  situation, 
from  which  there  seemed  to  be  no  relief,  as 
he  knew  that  the  great  plume  themselves  up- 
on doing  what  they  threaten,  as  a  point  of 
honour ;  and  therefore,  in  this  extremity,  he 
begged  to  appeal  to  the  Duke  de  Cambo, 
whether  Doctor  Fiscari  and  himself  had  not 
visited  that  nobleman  last  night. 

"  Dr  Fiscari !"  exclaimed  the  physician ; 
"  what  have  we  to  do  with  that  empiric?  we 
shall  not  hear  a  word  either  from  him,  or 
from  any  one,  in  your  vindication." 

James,  however,  was  permitted  to  make  a 
reference  to  the  duke,  who  instantly  sent  Fis- 
cari with  a  message  to  the  count ;  and  the  doc^ 
tor  no  sooner  entered,  and  saw  James  bound 
hand  and  foot,  than  he  demanded  to  know 
who  had  dared  to  insult  his  friend  in  such  a 
manner  ? 

"  Insult !"  cried  Dr  de  Levo  ;  "  this  fellow 
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has  been  caught  in  the  act  of  taking  the  life 
of  the  Count  de  Verez,  who  has  been  confined 
with  a  dangerous  disorder,  the  pleurisy  ;  for 
which  bleeding  is  death  and  destruction." 

''  And  so  it  is/"  said  Dr  Fiscari ;  <'  but  he 
has  only  bled  one  man  instead  of  another ; 
and,  in  my  opinion,  that's  all  you  can  make 
of  the  matter,  gentlemen,  even  should  the 
count  die,  as  he  likely  will,  from  the  present 
symptoms  which  he  exhibits.  But  whafs 
that  ?''  (looking  at  the  tea-cups  full  of  blood 
on  the  table,)  "  was  all  this  blood  taken  from 
the  count  ?  mercy  on  us  !  I  never  knew  the 
like  ;  he  cannot  live  above  an  hour.'"* 

The  doctors  here  seemed  to  be  of  one 
opinion,  because  they  had  declared  the  same 
without  a  consultation ;  which,  being  heard 
by  the  patient,  was  very  injudicious,  as  it 
might  have  increased  his  disorder ;  whereas, 
had  it  been  more  encouraging,  it  might  have 
tended  to  promote  his  recovery.  But,  luckily, 
the  count  happened  to  be  one  of  those  who 
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do  not  possess  too  acute  feelings  ;  and  there- 
fore, judging  for  himself,  he  thought  that 
there  was  not  such  danger  as  they  pretended 
to  apprehend, — probably  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  credit  to  themselves  for  prescribing 
some  nostrum  which,  they  might  allege,  had 
saved  his  life, — and  of  being  entitled  to  a  fee 
corresponding  to  the  value  of  that  service 
which  they  had  rendered  to  a  person  of  such 
rank  and  dignity. 

The  count,  however,  being  accustomed 
to  the  daily  practice  of  court-intrigue,  re- 
garded protestations  of  all  kinds  as  words 
of  course,  that  were  without  meaning,  and 
as  mere  assertions  made  for  the  occasion,  that 
produced  the  low  and  obsequious  bow  from 
the  sycophant  who  suffered  himself  to  be 
imposed  on  by  pretences.  Accordingly,  the 
count  viewed  all  men  through  the  same 
glass ;  as  he  conceived  that  every  one  had 
some  object  to  serve,  in  the  same  manner  as 
he  himself  had,  since  he  was  ever  on  the  out- 
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look  to  increase  more  and  more  the  number 
of  his  friends,  in  order  to  secure  their  support 
and  patronage,  which,  he  considered,  every 
politician  should  endeavour  to  obtain,  as  the 
only  sure  way  of  rising  in  the  world.  What, 
thought  he,  is  every  man's  object  but  to  serve 
himself?  and  if  he  can  do  this  by  cajoling 
his  neighbour,  it  is  all  very  fair  ;  nay,  if  he 
wishes  to  attain  an  exalted  station,  and  can 
get  it  by  bowing,  by  courting,  or  by  flattery, 
what  signifies  the  sacrifice  of  honour  which  he 
makes,  provided  he  at  last  secures  hi«  object  ? 
That  doctors,  as  well  as  courtiers,  were  poli- 
ticians in  their  way,  the  count  well  knew  ;  and 
therefore  he  excused  them  for  employing  all 
the  arts  and  devices  necessary  for  enhancing 
their  prescriptions,  and  for  assuming  those 
airs  of  importance  which  are  expedient  to 
give  efficacy  to  their  opinions.  Nay,  he  con- 
sidered that  if  they  did  not,  they  were  mere 
novices  in  their  trade ;  although  he  was  not 
such  a  novice  as  to  believe  that  a  significant 
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hem  and  a  shake  of  the  head  were  certain  in- 
dications of  his  speedy  dissolution. 

Such  were  the  notions  that  the  Count  de 
Verez  entertained  of  mankind  and  of  his  own 
condition ;  so  that,  being  quite  regardless  of 
the  doctors^  opinions,  he  kept  himself  tranquil, 
and,  by  strengthening  diet,  gradually  reco- 
vered from  his  debility. 

When  matters  had  been  fully  explained 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties,  the  doctor 
and  James  took  their  departure,  not,  how- 
ever, wifliout  particular  inquiry  being  made 
where  they  were  to  be  found  in  case  of  the 
count's  death,  as  the  issue  of  his  disorder 
seemed  still  uncertain. 

This  had  been  a  most  singular  occurrence  ; 
but  the  doctor  said,  that  in  their  profes- 
sion mistakes  would  happen,  and  that  this 
was  not  the  first  one  in  which  he  had  been 
concerned .  "I  recoil  ect,"  continued  he, "  being 
once  sent  for  to  go  instantly  to  a  house,  of 
which  I  had  received  an  indistinct  descrip- 
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tion  ;  and,  having  mistaken  another  one  for  it, 
ran  directly  up  stairs  into  a  lady's  bed-room, 
whence  I  retreated  again  in  the  utmost  confu- 
sion, after  making  an  apology  that  I  had 
taken  one  house  for  another." 

This  anecdote  might  have  soothed  James, 
as  he  was  not  the  only  one  who  had  made  a 
faux  pas  in  the  medical  profession  ;  but  he 
was  vexed  that  it  had  happened  at  his  outset 
in  the  line,  and  thought  that  it  boded  no 
good  in  his  future  practice.  He  regretted 
this  the  more,  as  his  reputation  in  the  healing 
art  might,  he  thought,  have  been  useful  to 
him  in  his  travels ;  since  a  medical  man  is,  of 
all  others,  the  most  run  after  and  respected 
in  every  country.  Such  an  unlucky  accident, 
therefore,  as  had  taken  place,  he  considered  as 
an  indelible  stain  on  his  character;  but,  as 
it  was  occasioned  merely  by  the  simple  error 
of  mistaking  one  man  for  another, — a  thing 
that  happens  every  day, — on  that  account  he 
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could  not  see  how  it  should  affect  him  to  such 
an  extent  as  he  at  first  supposed ;  although, 
from  his  late  mishap,  he  learned  that  the 
practice  of  a  medical  man  should  be  always 
regulated  with  the  utmost  care.  With  regard 
to  himself,  he  had  no  greater  ambition  than 
to  know  as  much  of  the  healing  art  as  would 
enable  him  to  bleed  and  blister, — two  very 
simple  operations,  performed  by  almost  every 
barber  upon  the  continent. 

It  was  impossible  that  James  should  know 
every  thing,  and  therefore  he  was  satisfied 
with  an  ordinary  share  of  information  about 
things  in  general ;  for  his  desire  of  knowledge 
was  regulated  by  its  intrinsic  value,  and  by 
its  real  utility  in  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
mankinds 

After  a  long  dissertation  on  the  subject  of 
their  late  expedition,  the  doctor  found  it 
impossible  to  alter  James's  opinion  of  that 
and  other  matters,  and  therefore  allowed  him 
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to  act  in  any  way  that  best  suited  his  fancy 
or  inclination.  At  the  same  time,  the  doc- 
tor wished  to  avail  himself  of  James's  ser- 
vices as  long  as  he  continued  to  remain 
in  his  house ;  and,  alleging  that  he  was  a 
person  in  whom  he  himself  could  fully  con- 
fide, requested  that  he  would  occasionally  ac- 
company him  in  visiting  his  patients.  As  an 
inducement  to  gain  his  compliance  with  this 
proposal,  the  doctor  represented  that  he 
would  thereby  know  the  extent  of  his  prac- 
tice (which  James  was  desirous  to  learn),  and 
that  he  himself  appeared  always  to  the  best 
advantage,  when  he  had  the  assistance  of  such 
a  person  as  James,  who,  from  his  long  gown, 
three-cocked  hat,  and  sage  appearance,  might 
pass  as  a  proficient,  and  as  a  star  of  the  first 
magnitude  in  the  medical  world. 

James  readily  agreed  to  become  the  doc- 
tor's assistant,  and  acted  his  part  in  that  ca- 
pacity so  much  to  his  friend's  satisfaction 
and  that  of  the  public,  that  Fiscari's  business 
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soon  increased  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  it 
had  ever  done  before.  Indeed,  the  doctor 
thereby  acquired  such  a  degree  of  celebrity, 
as  gave  no  small  alarm  to  the  other  practi- 
tioners, who,  to  support  their  own  credit,  had 
recourse  to  the  propagation  of  falsehoods 
against  his  mode  of  treatment,  which,  they 
did  not  hesitate  to  say,  was  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  medicine,  and  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  established  prescriptions  of  the 
Materia  Medica. 

One  day,  while  the  doctor  and  James  were 
visiting  their  patients,  they  met  accidentally 
with  Don  Talbert,  who,  on  seeing  the  latter 
equipped  in  the  dress  of  a  physician,  started 
back,  and  demanded  to  know  if  he  was  not 
mistaken  in  supposing  him  to  be  his  old  ac- 
quaintance. 

"  Not  in  the  least,"  answered  James,  quite 
unconcerned  ;  "  and  I  am,  as  you  see,  turned 
physician." 

The  doctor  was  so  impatient  at  this  inter- 
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ruption,  that  he  walked  off,  and  left  James 
with  this  stranger,  whom  he  had  never  seen  ; 
but,  on  recollecting  that  James  might  get  an 
acquaintance  of  whom  he  himself  knew  no- 
thing, he  returned,  and  asked  Don  Talbert 
whether  he  had  any  farther  communications 
to  make  to  his  friend  ;  and  if  he  had,  to  be 
speedy,  as  they  were  both  in  a  great  hurry. 

Don  Talbert  replied,  that  he  had  nothing 
more  to  say,  except  to  request  the  honour  of 
their  company  next  day  to  dinner,  at  the  Ho- 
tel de  Reine. 

This  proposal  was  readily  agreed  to ;  for, 
although  the  doctor'*s  practice  was  now  very 
extensive,  he  never  let  slip  any  opportunity 
of  gaining  new  acquaintances,  who  might  either 
employ  him  themselves,  or  recommend  him  to 
others,  and  thereby  promote  both  his  interest 
and  his  honour, — two  very  important  consi- 
derations in  his  line  of  business,  which  he  never 
neglected. 

Next  day,  James  and  the  doctor  proceeded 
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to  the  inn,  where  Don  Talbert  entertained 
them  in  a  style  of  magnificence  that  astonished 
the  physician,  and  also  talked  on  every  sub- 
ject with  such  ease  and  fluency,  as  shewed 
him  to  be  an  accomplished  cavalier.  The 
doctor  now  began  to  conjecture  how  his  guest 
had  become  acquainted  with  so  great  a  man 
as  Don  Talbert,  especially  as  he  had,  from 
James's  account  of  some  of  his  acquaintances, 
conceived  an  idea  that  they  were  more  likely 
to  be  of  the  ragamuffin  kind, — the  very  tag- 
rag  and  bob-tail  of  society.  But  James,  for 
obvious  reasons,  had  concealed  his  real  cha- 
racter from  the  doctor,  so  that  he  was  utterly 
ignorant  of  it ;  and  therefore  he  wondered  the 
more,  that  a  person  who  gave  himself  out  as 
one  of  the  canaille^  should  not  only  possess  so 
many  accomplishments  himself,  but  be  also 
intimately  known  to  others  with  whom  it  Avas 
an  honour  to  be  acquainted. 

Don  Talbert  was  no  less  astonished  at  the 
extraordinary  circumstance  of  James  turning 
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doctor,  and  asked  who  or  what  liad  put  it 
into  his  head  to  betake  himself  to  such  a  pro- 
fession. 

James  however  gave  Talbert  no  satisfac- 
tory answer,  and  only  alleged,  that  it  had 
been  always  a  maxim  of  his  to  turn  his  talents 
to  good  account,— -that  fortune  had  placed 
him  at  present  in  such  a  situation  as  enabled 
him  to  be  useful  in  the  medical  line, — and 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  to  him 
what  part  he  acted,  provided  he  could  thereby 
benefit  mankind ;  —  in  short,  that  he  had 
adopted  the  principle  of  the  ancient  Stoics, — 
''  Omnis  Aristippum  decidt  color ^  et  status,  et 
resr 

With  respect  to  the  distinctions  of  civil 
life,  James  said  that  he  thought  all  men  were 
very  nearl^t  on  a  level  with  regard  to  happi- 
ness ;  for,  although  some  stations  might  be 
supposed  more  desirable  than  others,  there 
were  always  some  countervailing  circumstances 
Avhich  preserved  the  equality  ;  and  according- 
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ly  he  found,  that,  though  the  rich  have  more 
possessions,  the  poor  have  fewer  cares ;  and 
that,  though  the  former  fare  sumptuously 
every  day,  the  latter  enjoy  better  health  and 
more  contentment,  by  sitting  down  to  their 
homely  meal.  Nay,  the  rich  seldom  possess 
tranquillity  of  mind ;  since  their  pride  and 
their  passions  corrode  their  hearts,  and  often 
render  them  the  victims  of  chagrin  ;  and  as 
they  are  subject  to  the  same  bodily  distresses 
as  the  poor,  hence  they  are  not  superior  to 
them,  either  in  a  moral  or  physical  point  of 
view,  unless  they  distinguish  themselves  by 
the  judicious  distribution  of  their  time  and 
their  fortune,  and  thus  endeavour  to  benefit 
others  by  their  good  example  and  their  gene- 
rosity. 

When  James  had  finished  his  observations, 
Don  Talbert  and  the  doctor  expressed  their 
acquiescence  in  the  truth  of  all  he  said  ;  and 
the  former  observed,  that  he  had  great  plea- 
sure in  hearing  his  friend's  opinions  on  these 
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subjects,  as  they  were  the  genuine  dictates  of 
his  heart,  by  which  he  endeavoured  to  regu- 
late his  conduct. 

He  next  gave  Don  Talbert  every  informa- 
tion relative  to  his  present  situation,  and  men- 
tioned the  doctor's  attention  and  kindness, 
which  had  tended  to  protract  his  stay  much 
Jonger  in  Aranjuez  than  otherwise  he  would 
have  done ;  but  he  now  intended,  he  said, 
to  leave  it  in  a  week  or  two,  and  prosecute 
his  travels. 

"  What,  in  the  name  of  wonder,"  cried 
the  doctor,  "  who  dropped  the  leg  of  a  hen 
from  his  fork,  "  is  this  the  way  you  intend 
to  act  ?  Is  this  all  that  I  have  to  expect  from 
your  services ;  are  all  my  expectations  to  be 
blasted  in  a  moment  ?'''* 

James  endeavoured  to  sooth  the  doctor, 
by  telling  him  that  the  purpose  of  his  tra- 
vels was  to  see  the  world,  which  could  not  be 
accomplished  by  staying  long  in  one  place ; 
but    the   latter   could    scarce   be    reconciled 
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to  part  with  one  who  was  so  useful  a  coadju- 
tor in  his  profession.  By  this  time  it  had  be- 
come late,  and  the  two  physicians  took  leave 
of  Don  Talbert,  being  anxious  to  return 
home,  and  learn  the  fate  of  the  Count  de  Verez, 
in  whose  life  or  death  they  were  so  deeply  in- 
terested. They  were  soon  informed  that  he 
had  nearly  recovered  from  his  indisposition ; 
and  were  accordingly  relieved  from  farther 
anxiety  respecting  the  unfortunate  incident, 
which  had  exposed  both  him  and  themselves 
to  danger, 

A  few  nights  afterwards,  while  James  and 
the  doctor  were  conversing  together,  the  for- 
mer took  the  liberty  of  saying,  "  that  he 
thought  the  practical  application  of  the  heal- 
ing art  was  but  yet  in  its  infancy ;  and  that 
much  still  remained  to  be  discovered  before  it 
could  be  brought  to  its  utmost  perfection." 

Such  an  assertion  enraged  the  doctor  to  so 
great  a  degree,  that  he  cursed  and  swore  at 
James  as  an  upstart  empiric,  who  pretended 
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to  judge  of  a  matter,  concerning  which  he 
was  utterly  ignorant ;  and,  having  that  night 
drunk  too  much,  he  became  so  outrageous 
as  to  be  quite  ungovernable.  At  last, 
raising  his  voice  to  its  highest  pitch,  he 
exclaimed, — 

"  I  say,  sir,  you  know  nothing  of  physic, 
nor  of  any  thing  else ;  I  could  teach  one  of 
my  alligators  to  be  a  practitioner  sooner  than 
yourself;  you  are  impertinent  and  positive, 
two  evident  proofs  of  ignorance  and  stupidity  ; 
and,  however  superior  you  may  be  in  pretend- 
ing to  know  every  thing,  I  have  proved,  by 
your  impudence  and  dogmatism,  that  you 
know  nothing,  nay  less  than  nothing,  if  that 
were  possible,  and  that  you  are  useless  for 
any  thing,  unless  for  beating  a  mortar, — an 
occupation  you  may  shine  in,  if  you  are  very 
active, — an  employment  more  suitable  lo  your 
capacity,  than  that  of  being  assistant  and 
secretary  to  the  great  Dr  Fiscari.'" 

VOL.  III.  B 
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James,  during  this  violent  phillippic,  shew- 
ed the  most  philosophic  composure ;  for  the 
more  the  doctor  raged,  the  more  was  he  quiet 
and  submissive,  till  at  last  he  retracted  his 
sentiments,  and  blamed  himself  for  having 
advanced  them. 

This  pliant  humour  of  his  guest  had  the 
very  opposite  effect  of  what  the  doctor  intend- 
ed, as  he  wished  to  have  put  James  into  a 
passion,  that  he  might  have  some  ground  for 
displaying  the  violence  of  his  temper,  and 
getting  rid  of  the  spleen  and  ill-nature  with 
which  at  that  time  his  spirits  were  discom- 
posed. James,  however,  had  made  it  a  rule 
never  to  quarrel  with  any  one,  and  to  ac- 
knowledge that  he  v/as  in  the  wrong,  even 
though  he  was  in  the  right,  if  by  that  means 
he  could  avoid  strife  and  preserve  concord. 
He  found  this  method  almost  always  success- 
ful in  maintaining  amity  with  his  acquaint- 
ances, and  was  thus  enabled  to  pass  through 
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life,  not  only  without  giving  any  one  offence, 
but  also  by  making  every  one  pleased  with 
himself.  This  was  a  very  simple  and  effec- 
tual expedient  to  gratify  others,  without  in- 
juring himself;  "  for  what,"  thought  he,  "  is 
the  harm  in  saying,  I  am  in  the  wrong ;  it  is 
certainly  more  agreeable  to  an  antagonist, 
than  to  say  to  him, — you  are  wrong,  and  I  am 
right.'" 

Accordingly  James  avoided  altercation  with 
every  quarrelsome  man,  either  by  agreeing 
with  him,  and  saying,  "  You  are  quite  cor- 
rect in  your  opinions;"  or,  at  least,  he  did 
not  contradict  his  notions ;  as  he  knew  that 
by  doing  so,  he  would  provoke  a  dispute, 
which  might  perhaps  terminate  in  losing  the 
friendship  of  his  opponent.  This  amicable 
prmciple  on  which  he  acted  was  of  essential 
benefit  to  him  in  his  peregrinations,  as  it  ena- 
bled him,  by  gaining  the  confidence  of  others, 
to  learn  the  manners  of  those  with  whom  he 
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associated ;  thus  proving  the  truth  of  the 
maxim,  that  ''  a  soft  answer  turneth  away 
wrath.'''' 

Our  traveller,  as  it  has  been  often  remark- 
ed, possessed  a  mind  that  was  very  little 
affected  by  external  circumstances,  and  a  tem- 
per that  was  not  discomposed  when  any  of 
his  favourite  schemes  were  disappointed;  so 
that,  in  this  respect,  he  afforded  an  example 
of  fortitude  well  deserving  the  imitation  of 
every  one  who  has  to  struggle  with  the  diffi- 
culties of  life.  Notwithstanding  the  hard- 
ships he  frequently  experienced,  and  the  ob- 
structions he  met  with  in  accomplishing  his 
plans,  he  still  continued  to  pursue  his  travels 
with  undaunted  resolution,  that  he  might 
learn  the  manners  of  mankind,  and  endeavour 
to  correct  them,  as  far  as  his  power  and  op- 
portunities enabled  him. 

As  he  had  learned,  that  a  man's  happiness 
depends  not  on  his  possessions  or  his  fortune 
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in  the  world,  but  on  the  command  of  his 
opinions,  his  passions,  and  desires,  hence  he 
regarded  every  condition,  whether  that  of 
riches  or  poverty,  with  equal  indifference ; 
and  he  always  retained  the  same  equanimity, 
whether  in  prosperity  or  in  adversity,  from 
considering  it  his  duty  to  submit  to  his  lot, 
and  endeavour  to  improve  it  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. These  maxims,  whereby  James 
was  guided,  were  of  sovereign  efficacy  in 
enabling  him  to  brave  the  difficulties  of  his 
undertaking ;  as  they  rendered  him  superior 
to  the  accidents  of  life,  and  to  all  others,  who, 
like  him,  had  attempted  to  reform  mankind ; 
but  who,  from  the  opposition  they  met  with, 
had  relinquished  the  enterprise. 

With  these  qualifications,  James  saw  and 
judged  of  the  world  as  it  was ;  he  believed 
nothing  of  it  from  hearsay,  knowing  well  that 
neither  men  nor  manners  are  fairly  represent- 
ed in  this  manner ;  and  therefore  he  deter- 
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mined  that  the  accounts  which  he  gave  should 
be  a  true  and  faithful  copy  of  human  life, 
which,  he  could  affirm,  was  drawn  from  ob- 
servation and  experience. 

"  In  parts  superior  what  advantage  lies  ? 

Tell  (for  you  can)  what  is  it  to  be  wise  ? 

'Tis  but  to  know  how  little  can  be  known ; 

To  see  all  others'  faults,  and  feel  our  own."— Pope. 
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CHAPTER  II 

James  had  now  remained  nearly  six  months 
with  Dr  Fiscari ;  and  he  at  last  determined 
on  taking  his  departure  in  a  few  days.  No 
persuasion  which  the  doctor  could  employ, 
no  promises  which  he  could  make,  had  any 
effect  in  disposing  James  to  relinquish  his 
purpose ;  as  he  considered  that  it  was  not 
proper  for  him  to  stay  so  long  in  one  place, 
since  he  thereby  circumscribed  the  sphere  of 
his  experience  within  too  narrow  bounds,  and 
was  thus  prevented  from  gaining  that  exten- 
sive information,  which  was  the  great  and 
paramount  object  of  his  travels,  and  which  a 
wider  range  of  observation  only  could  supply. 
Accordingly,  James  now  prepared  for  his 
departure;   which  was  a  severe  trial  to  Dr 
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Fiscari,  who,  being  a  man  that  could  scarce 
agree  with  any  body,  had  found  in  his  guest  a 
person  who  not  only  agreed  with  him,  but 
also  endeavoured  to  contribute  to  his  happi- 
ness. 

But  although  the  doctor  expressed  the  ut- 
most regret  at  James''s  intended  departure, 
he  never  ventured  to  ask  who  he  was,  whence 
he  came,  or  whither  he  was  going,  recollect- 
ing that  his  guest,  on  their  first  acquaintance, 
was  shy  in  disclosing  any  thing  about  his 
character,  and  wished  to  pass  as  a  gentleman 
travelling  incog.  Indeed,  the  doctor  was  so 
much  taken  up  about  himself,  that  it  is  very 
likely  he  would  never  have  inquired  about 
the  matter  ;  and  this  indifference  of  his  friend 
was  the  more  agreeable  to  James,  since  he  was 
generally  teased  with  impertinent  questions 
by  those  whom  he  met  with  in  the  course  of 
his  travels.  Many  of  them,  indeed,  eagerly 
pried  into  the  secrets  of  his  history ;  and, 
as  they  could  not  discover  his  real  character. 
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generally  formed  their  notions  of  him  from 
their  own  prejudices,  which  led  them  to  judge 
of  others  by  external  appearance  rather  than 
by  intrinsic  worth.  Hence  the  opinions  enter- 
tained of  our  traveller  were  far  from  being  of 
the  most  flattering  kind ;  but  he  utterly  disre- 
garded them,  and,  when  he  could  not  correct 
the  inquisitive  disposition  of  others,  he  teased 
them  in  his  turn,  by  exhibiting  such  traits  of 
character  as  raised  their  curiosity,  and  then 
left  them  to  discover  who  he  was  that  ex- 
cited it. 

James  allowed,  indeed,  that  some  know- 
ledge of  the  character  of  others  was  expedient 
and  necessary,  to  enable  us  to  behave  towards 
them  with  prudence  and  propriety  ;  but  he 
found  that  those  with  whom  he  conversed, 
instead  of  being  satisfied  with  this,  were  gene- 
rally more  anxious  to  be  informed  about  their 
neighbours'*  affairs  than  about  their  own ; 
and  that  this  inquisitive  turn  always  led  them 
to  indulge  a  spirit  of  censoriousness,  which 
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was  one  of  the  most  prevalent  vices  that  he 
wished  very  much  to  reform.  He  was  also 
persuaded,  that  this  slanderous  disposition 
was  engendered  by  idleness ;  and,  in  order  to 
remedy  this  evil,  he  proposed  that  all  offici- 
ous persons,  who  are  constantly  prying  into 
other  people''s  affairs,  (with  which  they  have 
no  concern,)  should  be  confined  to  labour  at 
some  employment,  and  be  obliged  to  produce 
a  certain  quantity  of  workmanship,  which 
should  occupy  their  whole  time,  so  that  they 
might  find  none  to  spend  in  tattling  about 
their  neighbours. 

As  the  time  for  James's  departure  was  now 
at  hand,  the  doctor  determined  to  requite  his 
services  in  a  manner  that  seemed  necessary 
for  pursuing  his  travels.  Accordingly,  on 
examining  his  wardrobe,  and  finding  it  but 
poorly  furnished  with  apparel,  the  doctor  pro- 
vided him  with  several  suits  of  different  kinds, 
adapted  to  any  circumstances  in  which  he 
might  be   placed.      He  also  bought  him  a 
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quaker's  dress,  which  might  serve  James  for 
appearing  in  that  character,  if  occasion  re- 
quired ;  and  which,  being  originally  intend- 
ed as  an  indication  of  simplicity  of  manners, 
would  become  our  traveller  better  perhaps 
than  the  other  splendid  suits  with  which  he 
was  provided.  But  James  considered  that, 
though  this  garb  was  worn  as  the  badge  of  a 
particular  sect,  who  disclaimed  "  all  the  pomps 
and  vanities  of  this  wicked  world,"  this  was 
no  test  that  its  wearers  were  void  of  pride ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  took  a  pride 
in  being  dressed  according  to  that  fashion. 
He  himself,  however,  regarded  that  or  any 
other  dress  as  a  matter  of  indifference,  as  he 
was  neither  the  better  nor  the  worse  for  it ; 
and  was  the  same  man,  whether  equipped  in 
satin  or  covered  with  rags.  Indeed,  he  often 
quoted  the  sentiments  of  a  celebrated  poet,  as 
those  which  he  himself  entertained  respecting 
the  futility  of  external  grandeur,  when  com- 
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pared   with   the   noble   endowments   of    the 
mind  : — 

"  Fortune  in  men  has  some  small  difFerence  made. 
One  flaunts  in  rags,  one  flutters  in  brocade  ; 
The  cobbler  apron'd,  and  the  parson  gown'd, 
The  friar  hooded,  and  the  monarch  crown'd. 
"  What  differ  more  (you  cry)    than  crown  and  cowl  V 
"  I'll  tell  you,  friend  !  a  v.ise  man  and  a  fool/' 
Worth  makes  the  man,  and  want  of  it  the  fellow  ; 
The  rest  is  all  but  leather  or  prunello." — Pope. 

The  doctor  also  insisted  that  James  should 
take  the  black  gown,  as  he  might  have  occa- 
sion to  use  it  professionally  ;  and,  in  that  case, 
it  would  be  indispensable  for  appearing  in  the 
character  of  a  physician.  Nay,  he  would 
even  have  given  him  the  half  of  his  serpents 
and  crocodiles,  had  he  had  any  means  of 
carrying  them ;  and  this  offer  to  one  in 
James's  situation  would  have  been  no  bad 
proposal ;  for,  with  a  collection  of  these, 
he    might   have    travelled   through    all    the 
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world,  without  being  at  the  expense  of  a 
single  ducat.  It  would  even  have  been  con- 
sonant with  James's  own  notions,  as  he  dis^ 
regarded  altogether  the  credit  or  discredit 
attached  to  different  employments,  and  con- 
sidered it  as  a  matter  of  no  importance  by 
what  means  a  man  earned  his  subsistence, 
provided  it  were  in  an  honest  way,  and 
served  also  to  prevent  idleness,  which,  he 
thought,  was  the  greatest  bane  of  human 
society.  Notwithstanding  the  disposition  of 
mankind  to  regard  the  higher  professions  of 
life  as  alone  deserving  of  pursuit  by  a  liberal 
mind,  he,  for  his  part,  saw  no  great  differ- 
ence betwixt  one  man  arguing  a  point  about 
a  bad  ducat,  or  any  trifle,  behind  a  counter, 
and  another  pleading  a  cause  at  the  bar ; 
nay,  he  even  gave  the  preference  to  the  for- 
mer, because,  since  the  ducat  belonged  to  a 
party,  he  who  was  interested  in  it  would  do 
the  greater  justice  to  the  subject. 
From  these  notions  which  James  entertained, 
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it  is  probable  that,  had  the  doctor  seriously  pro- 
posed to  give  James  the  alligators,  he  would 
readily  have  accepted  of  them,  as  he  would 
have  been  as  well  employed  in  the  exhibition 
of  a  show  as  in  any  thing  else  :  besides  that  it 
Avas  an  honest  employment,  and,  though  not 
a  profession  in  which  people  might  get  some- 
thing in  exchange  for  their  money,  it  would 
at  least  aiFord  entertainment  to  the  eyeSy  which 
was  as  well  worth  paying  for  as  a  musical 
concert  that  delighted  the  ears  ;  and  it  could 
not  be  denied,  that  the  value  received  in  both 
cases  was  very  nearly  equal.  Besides  all 
these  considerations,  James  conceived  that 
the  exhibition  of  the  doctor's  curiosities  would 
have  furnished  him  with  an  additional  oppor- 
tunity of  studying  men  and  manners ;  for,  as 
persons  of  all  descriptions  go  to  see  wild 
beasts,  he  might  have  entertained  himself  in 
scrutinizing  them  while  they  were  looking 
at  a  lizard  or  a  rattlesnake ;  and,  moreover,  he 
was  sure  that  many  questions  would  be  asked 


ARANJUEZ.  39 

at  him,  which  would  give  him  an  equal  right 
to  ask  questions  in  return,  and  so  he  would 
gain  more  information  in  this  way  than  in  any 
other. 

But  the  doctor  did  not  present  his  guest 
with  any  of  his  birds,  beasts,  or  creeping 
things ;  and  James  coveted  no  man's  goods 
or  chattels ;  nay,  he  had  no  reason  to  wish 
for  more  than  he  possessed,  as  his  trunk  was 
now  pretty  well  filled,  not  only  with  various 
suits  of  clothes,  but  also  with  a  purse  of  gold 
stuifed  into  it  by  the  doctor ;  so  that  our  tra- 
veller was  as  well  fitted  out  for  his  journey,  as 
if  he  had  been  a  young  man  despatched  to 
make  his  fortune.  He  now  slung  the  trunk 
across  his  shoulders,  and  would  allow  neither 
the  doctor  nor  his  servants  to  touch  it  (so 
great  a  respect  had  he  for  this  precious  gift 
from  the  ladies  of  Tavira)  ;  and  in  this  man- 
ner he  took  leave  of  Fiscari,  with  mutual  re- 
gret, and  departed  from  Aranjuez  amidst  a 
concourse  of  spectators,  who  filled  the  doors 
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and   windows,  to  witness  his  exit,   and  wish 
him  success  in  the  pursuit  of  his  travels. 

Our  traveller  now  took  the  road  for  Toledo  ; 
but  he  had  not  travelled  more  than  a  few 
miles,  when  he  became  tired  with  the  weight 
of  his  trunk,  and  sat  down  to  rest  himself  a 
little  by  the  road-side.  As  he  was  in  this 
posture,  two  men  who  came  up  accosted  him, 
and  asked  which  way  he  was  travelling. — To 
this  question  James  gave  no  satisfactory  an- 
swer, and  alleged  that  he  neither  knew  whi- 
ther the  road  conducted,  nor  had  he  yet  de- 
termined whither  to  direct  his  course.  The 
men,  however,  were  not  contented  with  this 
reply,  and  proposed  that,  as  they  were  tra 
veiling  westward,  he  should  bear  them  com 
pany. 

James  had  no  sooner  agreed  to  this  pn 
posal,  than  one  of  them  took  up  the  trunk 
and  insisted  on  carrying  it,  although  James 
started  some  objections,  which  however  were 
overruled ;  so  that  the  fellow  hoisted  it  on  his 
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shoulders,  and  they  all  again  proceeded  on 
their  journey. 

Our  traveller  now  began  to  entertain  ap- 
prehensions for  the  safety  of  his  goods  and 
gear,  as  his  companion  seemed  to  carry  the 
trunk  as  if  it  were  his  own,  or,  at  least,  as  if 
he  thought  so. 

James  repeatedly  insisted  on  carrying  the 
trunk  himself,  and  laid  hold  of  it  several  times 
for  that  purpose  ;  but  his  fellow-traveller  was 
so  polite,  in  alleging  that  he  would  rather 
carry  it  to  serve  him,  that  our  hero  could  not 
well  reject  the  favour.  But  he  did  not  like 
this  forcible  detention  of  his  trunk,  and  began 
to  augur  no  good  from  the  civility  of  his  com- 
panions, whom  he  suspected  as  violators  at 
least  of  the  eighth  commandment,  and  who, 
he  doubted  not,  were  equally  regardless  of 
all  the  rest, — although  their  delinquencies 
with  regard  to  them  did  not  at  present  so 
much  concern  him.  His  suspicions  of  their 
knavery  were  soon  confirmed,  as  they  often 
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got  so  far  before  him,  that  he  had  to  run, 
and  cry  to  them  to  stop,  as  if  they  were  ac- 
tually thieves ;  and  as  he  had  never  wit-  I 
nessed  persons  taking  so  much  trouble  for  no- 
thing, except  merely  to  oblige  one  whom  they 
had  never  seen  before  in  their  life.  But  he 
soon  reflected,  that  all  persons  have  generally. 
some  purpose  to  serve  in  whatever  they  do,| 
and  he  had  no  doubt  but  they  had  theirs  also, 
which  evidently  seemed  to  he  the  stealing  of 
his  trunk.  They  had  now  distanced  him 
more  than  half  a  mile  ;  so  that  he  would  have 
given  up  the  trunk  for  lost,  had  they  not 
kept  the  public  road,  (which  he  thought  ai 
favourable  circumstance),  although  he  sus- 
pected that  they  had  also  a  purpose  to  serve 
by  so  doing ;  for,  if  they  were  really  thieves, 
they  were  safer  there,  and  less  liable  to  b€l 
apprehended,  than  if  they  had  skulked  int( 
some  unfrequented  path.  James,  in  th( 
meantime,  ran  after  them  till  he  was  almost 
out  of   breath,   and   bawled   out    lustily,— 
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"  Catch  the  thieves  who  have  stolen  my 
trunk !" — but  no  hving  soul  appeared  to 
seize  them,  and,  as  they  had  now  got  out  of 
sight,  our  unfortunate  traveller  gave  up  the 
chase,  as  he  saw  that  all  was  over. 

The  state  of  James's  mind,  at  this  moment, 
may  be  more  easily  conceived  than  expressed ; 
for,  notwithstanding  all  his  philosophical  max- 
ims, he  could  not  help  fetching  a  deep  sigh, 
and  exclaiming, — "  They  have  taken  away 
my  gods,  and  what  have  I  more  ?" — He  re- 
proached himself  bitterly  for  having  lost  all 
that  he  had  in  the  world  by  his  own  fault,  from 
the  niggardly  desire  to  save  a  few  ducats ;  for 
which  he  could  have  got  both  himself  and  his 
trunk  conveyed  in  safety,  by  the  Aranjuez 
waggon,  to  the  place  of  his  destination.  He 
therefore  considered  the  loss  he  had  sustained 
as  the  just  reward  of  his  improvident  con- 
duct ;  although  he  justified  it  by  the  consi- 
deration that,  if  he  had  sent  his  trunk  by  a 
waggon,  he  must  have  ensured  it,  lest  the  car- 
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rier  himself  should  have  carried  it  off  as  rea- 
dily as  the  thieves. 

But  these  attempts  to  solace  himself  were 
in  vain,  when  he  reflected  on  his  destitute 
condition  ;  for,  although  he  considered  that 
many  others  had  lost  their  goods  and  chattels 
as  well  as  he,  yet  this  did  not  restore  them 
again  to  his  possession.  He  next  reflected, 
'that  all  the  evils  and  misfortunes  of  life  are 
intended  as  trials  of  our  fortitude  and  pa- 
tience ;  but,  although  he  should  exercise 
these  virtues  to  the  utmost,  they  would  not, 
after  all,  bring  back  his  trunk.  In  short, 
every  rational  argument,  or  philosophical  rea- 
son, which  he  could  think  of,  was  unavailing 
to  console  him  for  the  loss  he  had  sustained ; 
and  he  regretted  it  the  more,  as  his  trunk  was 
filled  with  the  choicest  presejits  from  Dr  Fis- 
cari,  for  whose  sake  he  would  have  preserved 
them  as  relics  till  the  day  of  his  death. 

Such  were  the  reflections  that  passed 
through   James'   mind    on   this   unfortunate 
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occasion ;  and  he  travelled  onward  in  a  brow  n 
study  for  upwards  of  twenty  miles,  and  had 
by  this  time  become  very  hungry.  Towards 
the  dusk  of  the  evening,  he  arrived  at  a  small 
inn  by  the  road-side,  where  he  wished  much 
to  get  some  refreshment,  and  remain  all  night ; 
but,  as  he  had  no  admission-ticket,  after  hav- 
ing lost  all  his  money  in  the  trunk,  he  there- 
fore bethought  himself  what  to  do  in  his 
present  circumstances. 

After  devising  several  expedients,  he  at 
last  resolved  on  sleeping  all  night  in  a 
waggon,  that  stood  near  the  road-side,  and 
contained  some  vine-branches,  on  which,  he 
thought,  he  might  lie  as  comfortably  as 
on  a  bed  of  sheets  and  blankets,  without 
having  any  reckoning  to  pay  next  morn- 
ing for  his  accommodation.  But,  on  ap- 
proaching the  waggon,  he  was  challenged  by 
a  dog  that  guarded  it,  and  snarled  at  him 
with  so  hideous  a  growl,  that  he  was  glad  to 
escape  without  being  worried  ;   and  he  now 
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sauntered  about  in  quest  of  some  other  place 
of  repose  for  the  night,  till  at  last  he  found  a 
corn-stack,  at  the  side  of  which  he  lay  down 
quite  contented.  Such  a  ready  submission 
to  his  fate  was  truly  worthy  of  our  heroic 
traveller,  as  it  shewed  that  he  possessed  a 
degree  of  magnanimity,  that  could  not  be 
surpassed  by  the  most  self-denying  saint  or 
philosopher. 

He  now  became  reconciled  to  his  condition, 
since  it  could  be  no  worse,  and  since  all  his 
anxiety  could  not  make  it  better ;  nay,  he 
considered  that  he  had  hitherto  struggled 
with  poverty  and  difficulties,  and  therefore 
his  circumstances  were  not  new,  but  such  as 
he  should  bear  with  his  wonted  resignation. 
Trusting,  then,  that  some  means  of  relief 
would  speedily  occur,  he  composed  himself 
to  rest  at  the  side  of  the  stack,  thinking  that 
the  fellows  who  stole  his  trunk  would  not 
sleep  so  soundly  on  a  bed  of  down,  and  that 
the  treasure  they  had  got  was  dearly  purchased 
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at  the  loss  of  a  good  conscience.  By  such 
reflections,  James  endeavoured  to  sooth  his 
mind  on  this  trying  occasion ;  and  he  would 
at  once  have  given  up  all  thoughts  about  his 
trunk,  had  he  not  recollected  a  maxim  which 
he  often  applied  in  cases  of  extremity ;  viz. 
"  To  leave  nothing  undone^  that  was  possible 
to  he  done  for  his  relief r  He  now  therefore 
asked  himself  if  he  had  done  so  ?  and  was 
convinced  that  he  had  not ;  as  he  had  neither 
gone  to  the  inn  to  tell  his  misfortune,  nor  to 
inquire  if  the  domestics  had  seen  the  thieves. 
Starting  up,  he  proceeded  to  the  inn,  knocked 
at  the  door,  and  asked  if  two  men,  whose  ap- 
pearance he  described,  had  called  in  passing 
along  the  road  "^ 

The  landlord,  who  heard  this  question, 
stepped  forward  and  said,  that  "  there  were 
two  men  in  his  house,  who  had  left  a  trunk 
to  his  charge,  which  they  had  carried  above 
a  dozen  of  miles  for  a  poor  man,   who  could 
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neither  carry  it  himself,  nor  pay  for  its  con- 
veyance/' 

James  no  sooner  heard  this,  than  he  was 
elated  with  joy  ;  and,  requesting  admission  to 
his  fellow-travellers,  he  was  immediately  in- 
troduced, and  shook  them  heartily  by  the. 
hand,  saying — that  he  was  glad  to  call  them 
honest  men.  He  was  no  sooner  seated  than 
they  ordered  supper,  of  which  they  invited 
him  to  eat  heartily  ;  and  at  last  they  offered 
to  pay  the  charge,  conceiving  him  to  be  so 
poor  as  to  be  incapable  of  bearing  any  part 
of  it.  James  returned  them  sincere  thanks 
for  the  service  they  had  rendered  him  in 
carrying  his  trunk  ;  and,  after  spending  some 
time  with  them  in  agreeable  conversation,  re- 
tired to  bed.  He  now  began  to  reflect  on 
the  uncertainty  of  human  affairs  ;  as  he 
found,  from  this  day's  experience,  that  our 
Jears  may  be  disappointed  as  well  as  our 
hopes ; — although  he  was  convinced  that  the 
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former  happened  so  very  seldom,  as  not  to 
afford  ground  for  sanguine  expectations ; 
whereas  the  latter  was  a  circumstance  of 
daily  occurrence. 

The  different  results  of  our  hopes  and  fears 
led  James  to  inquire  into  the  causes,  why  the 
former  should  be  oftener  disappointed  than 
the  latter,  especiall}^  when  both  are  suspended 
upon  the  contingencies  of  human  life.  As 
the  uncertainty  of  our  prospects  was  con- 
sidered by  James  as  one  of  the  greatest  evils 
under  the  sun,  he  therefore  wished  much  to 
ascertain  its  real  amount,  by  weighing  it  in 
the  balance  of  sound  reason, — in  the  same 
manner  as  the  value  of  any  article  of  mer- 
chandise is  known  by  its  weight  or  measure. 
For  he  thought  that  our  expectations,  antici- 
pations, and  prospects,  may  be  considered  as 
articles  with  which  the  human  imagination  is 
stored,  and  which,  therefore,  may  be  esti- 
mated at  a  certain  value,  as  well  as  any  other 
commodity  that  is  bought  or  sold  at  a  certain 
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price.  Accordingly,  our  philosophic  traveller 
made  the  following  moral  estimate  respecting 
our  hopes,  our  wishes,  and  our  fears ;— and 
suppose  that,  if  a  man  expects  any  thing,  the 
weight  of  which,  ex  hypothese,  is  100, — he 
will  find  it  difficult  to  ascertain  precisely  the 
weight  of  casualties,  accidents,  and  misfor- 
tunes, which  either  may  or  may  not  happen, 
but  which  must  be  all  put  into  the  opposite 
scale^  to  see  whether  our  hopes  or  disappoint- 
ments preponderate. 

Besides,  in  making  this  moral  estimate,  the 
accuracy  or  inaccuracy  of  it  will  depend  much 
upon  the  visual  organs,  whether  natural  or 
intellectual,  whereby  a  man  views  the  objects 
of  his  contemplation,  and  the  nature  of  the 
medium  through  which  he  beholds  them. 
For,  as  a  man  who  is  purblind,  has  been 
often  known  to  mistake  50  for  500,  and 
therefore,  in  casting  up  his  accounts,  has 
added  450  more  than  the  actual  statements 
warranted  ; — and  as  many,  on  seeing  a  horse 
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grazing  in  the  dark,  have  been  terrified  at 
the  sight,  from  supposing  it  a  monster  with- 
out a  head  ; — so,  there  are  not  a  few  whose 
sanguine  imaginations  figure  to  them  far 
brighter  prospects  than  are  ever  reahzed,  or 
whose  gloomy  fancies  anticipate  disasters  that 
never  happen. 

From  these  considerations,  James  con- 
cluded that  it  requires  a  nicer  judgment 
than  most  men  possess,  to  ascertain  the  dif- 
ferent weights  of  those  things  which  imagi- 
nation furnishes,  in  order  to  know  their  true 
value;  and  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  do  so,  if  we  would  form  a  just  estimate  of 
the  different  principles  of  human  nature,  and 
the  real  condition  of  human  life.  For  if,  in 
balancing  our  hopes  and  fears,  our  expecta- 
tions and  disappointments,  we  throw  the  sup- 
posed weights  of  each  into  the  scales  at  ran- 
dom, the  one  or  the  other  will  kick  the  beam, 
unless  we  throw  in  the  necessary  counter- 
poise ;  for  expectations  and  wishes  will  weigh 
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very  light  against  realities  and  strong  proba- 
bilities, and  will  have  no  effect  in  turning  the 
balance,  as  that  can  be  done  only  by  the  real 
weight  of  substantial  objects,  not  by  the  sup- 
posed weight  of  imaginary  ones. 

James  also  found,  on  a  farther  examination 
of  mankind,  that  the  intellectual  sight  of 
many  persons  had  the  power  of  magnifying 
ideal  objects  far  above  their  real  dimensions, 
and  hence,  in  forming  an  estimate  of  their 
value,  they  ascribed  to  them  a  weight  in  their 
imagination  much  greater  than  these  pos- 
sessed. It  therefore  happened,  that  when 
they  put  these  weights  into  the  scale  of  rea- 
son they  were  found  wanting,  and  that  they 
themselves  were  disappointed  ; — and  hence 
such  persons  learned  from  sad  experience,  that 
their  weights  were  ill  chosen,  and  far  below 
the  true  standard. 

James  thus  perceived,  that  the  disappoint- 
ments which  are  met  with  in  the  world, 
are   generally   in    exact    proportion    to    the 
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sanguine  hopes  of  those  who,  from  the  illu- 
sions of  fancy,  have  chosen  such  weights 
to  put  into  the  scale  of  fortune,  as  are  much 
lighter  than  they  supposed,  and  which,  there- 
fore, have  not  answered  their  expectations. 
But  he  was  still  more  surprised  to  discover, 
that,  although  those  persons  had  often  seen 
these  weights  tried  in  the  balance  of  expe- 
rience, and  found  deficient,  they  still  believed 
them  to  be  genuine,  and  still  used  them  in 
balancing  their  future  prospects  of  good  or 
evil  that  might  befall  them.  "  When  this  is 
the  case,'"  thought  James,  "  how  can  such  per- 
sons ever  form  a  true  estimate  of  human 
life  ? — The  thing  is  impossible :— and  there- 
fore, as  they  would  not  be  convinced  of  their 
folly  by  experience  itself,  he  perceived  that  it 
was  in  vain  to  attempt  their  reformation,  as 
they  had  acquired  false  notions  of  the  value  of 
things,  which  they  would  not  relinquish,  even 
though  it  were  to  save  themselves  from  ruin.'* 
From  these  views  of  this  important  subject. 
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James  was  satisfied  that  the  proposed  plan  of 
ascertaining  every  thing  by  weight,  might  be 
successfully  applied  to  most  cases  and  most 
situations  in  life;    although  he  was  equally 
satisfied  that  nine-tenths  of  mankind  acted  by 
chance,  and  put  into  the  scales  all  the  weights 
they  had,   quite  regardless  of  their  weight  or 
value,   and  utterly  indifferent  whether  they 
could  not  have  chosen  heavier  and  better  ones 
to  turn  the  scale  of  fortune.     He  also  per- 
ceived, that  one  reason  why  most  persons  were 
so  careless  in  weighing  the  circumstances  of 
their  condition  was,  a  persuasion  that  the  less 
they  knew  about  their  own  affairs  they  were 
on  that  account  so  much  the  happier. 

Accordingly,  the  rich,  he  observed,  seemed 
to  consider  it  a  matter  of  prudence  to  keep 
their  wealth  and  their  influence  as  much  out  of 
view  as  possible ;  for,  as  soon  as  these  were 
known,  they  were  in  danger  of  being  harassed 
by  dependants  and  sycophants,  or  perhaps 
deprived  of  them  by  the  envious  and  deceit- 
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ful;  and  hence  they  never  considered  the 
true  value  of  those  advantages  which  they 
possessed. 

The  poor,  on  the  other  hand,  put  all  their 
advantages  at  once  into  the  scale  of  fortune ; 
and,  finding  them  outweighed  in  their  imagi- 
nations by  those  of  the  rich,  supposed  their 
condition  much  worse  than  it  really  was ; — 
but,  knowing  that  they  could  not  make  it 
better,  they  never  troubled  their  heads  about 
weighing  their  circumstances  in  the  scale  of 
reason;  and  so  they  remained  utterly  igno- 
rant of  the  real  value  of  health,  competence, 
and  a  sound  mind,  which,  if  weighed  in  the 
scale  against  the  cares  of  wealth,  of  honour, 
and  of  station,  would  be  found  to  be  by  far 
the  more  valuable  possessions. 

.  Such  views  did  James  take,  and  such  a 
picture  did  he  draw  of  mankind,  which, 
however  grotesque  it  may  appear,  amused 
the  speculative  turn  of  mind  which  he 
often  indulged,  in  order  to  form  just  notions 
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of  men  and  things  during  the  course  of  his 
travels.  How  far  he  succeeded  in  giving  a 
true  delineation  of  the  opinions  and  senti- 
ments of  mankind,  the  readers  of  his  narra- 
tive are  best  able  to  determine ;  but,  at  any 
rate,  they  will  readily  acknowledge  that  he 
omitted  no  opportunity  of  extending  his  ob- 
servations, and  of  drawing  such  conclusions 
from  what  he  saw,  as  may  be  useful  to  others. 
Yet,  although  he  travelled  for  the  purpose  of 
reforming  and  instructing  mankind,  he  was 
aware,  at  the  same  time,  that  his  precepts  and 
example  would  be  disregarded,  and  that  his 
maxims  and  exploits,  however  worthy  of  be- 
ing remembered,  would  pass  away  like  a  tale 
that  had  been  told. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

When  James  arose  the  next  morning,  he 
found  that  the  two  travellers  who  brought  his 
trunk  to  the  inn  had  now  left  it;  and  he 
therefore  engaged  in  conversation  with  the 
landlord,  who,  like  most  others  in  his  profes- 
sion, was  a  jolly  fellow,  and  very  communica- 
tive. From  him  our  hero  stole  all  the  infor- 
mation which  he  could  acquire,  (which  was 
the  only  kind  of  theft  that  he  ever  committed), 
and  subjoined,  in  return,  several  observations 
on  life  and  manners,  with  which  the  landlord 
was  highly  pleased.  As  his  host  seemed  de- 
sirous of  hearing  his  sentiments  on  the  sub- 
ject of  wealth,  and  on  other  matters,  more 
at  large,  James  began  again  to  moralize  on 
his  favourite  topic,  —  the  distinctions  of 
life, — which,  being  modified  by  so  many  cir- 
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cumstatices,  required  his  utmost  ingenuity  to 
set  them  in  a  practical  point  of  view.  But, 
in  the  investigation  of  this  and  of  similar 
topics,  he  always  endeavoured  to  ascertain 
the  particular  views  of  different  classes  of 
men  respecting  them,  before  coming  to  any 
definite  conclusion ;  and  he  followed  the  same 
method  on  the  present  occasion. 

Accordingly,  he  said,  he  had  often  observed, 
that  many  persons  who  were  poor,  thought 
they  were  as  well  entitled  to  be  rich  as  others, 
and  even  more  so,  as  they  conceived  them- 
selves possessed  of  greater  talents  ;  for  "  it  ge- 
nerally happens,""  said  James,  "that  the  lower 
classes  have  a  good  opinion  of  their  own  me- 
rits, and  consider  both  their  head  and  their 
heart  better  than  those  of  men  in  exalted 
stations.^'  James,  however,  could  not  see  how 
a  man  of  birth  and  fortune  should  not  possess 
as  good  abilities  as  a  clown  ;  nay,  he  thought, 
that  though  the  natural  parts  of  each  might 
be  originally  equal,  yet  those  of  the  former 
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being  better  cultivated,  must  therefore  render 
them  superior  to  the  latter;  and  hence  he 
deemed  it  superfluous  to  dispute  the  point 
with  men  who  had  no  other  criterion  of  ta- 
lents than  the  want  of  money  in  their  pockets. 
Now,  his  opinion  on  this  matter  was  the  very 
reverse,  as  he  considered  that  a  man  who  has 
no  money  left  him  as  a  patrimony,  but  who 
acquires  it  himself,  gives  the  best  proof  of  his 
possessing  talents ;  because  they  only,  in  most 
cases,  can  enable  him  to  make  his  way  in  the 
world,  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  rivals  in 
every  profession. 

James  having  thus  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that  talents  are  not  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
any  set  of  men,  and  that  they  might  be  exer- 
cised in  every  line  of  life,  considered  next  the 
proper  use  and  abuse  of  money,  which  ren- 
dered it  either  a  blessing  or  a  curse  to  those 
who  possessed  it.  On  this  subject  also  he 
made  the  following  observations  :^ 

He  thought,  in  t\iQ  first  place,  that  riches 
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were  of  no  value,  unless  they  were  employed 
to  some  useful  purpose,  either  in  promoting 
the  public  welfare,  or  in  ameliorating  the  con- 
dition of  individuals ;  and  yet  he  seldom 
found  any  who  had  wealth,  disposed  either  to 
lend  it  or  to  give  it  away ;  although  he  often 
pitied  their  situation,  from  the  constant  appli- 
cations of  those  who  had  none,  and  who,  as 
an  apology  for  their  troublesome  importunity, 
alleged  that  they  could  not  get  it,  unless  where 
it  was.  This  circumstance,  he  thought,  ren- 
dered the  condition  of  wealthy  men  not  so 
desirable  as  it  appeared,  and  afforded  one  in- 
stance to  prove,  that  riches  often  expose  their 
possessors  to  evils,  from  which  those  who  are 
not  wealthy  are  exempted. 

A  second  observation  which  James  made  on 
this  subject  was,  that  money  is  often  a  curse  ra- 
ther than  a  blessing,  when  those  who  have  plen- 
ty of  it  are  induced,  by  the  credit  which  others 
give  them,  to  get  into  debt  which  they  are  un- 
willing to  pay ;  and  thus  from  their  avarice 
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they  are  guilty  of  dishonesty,  which  is  a  far 
greater  evil  than  poverty  itself. 

A  third  observation  of  James  was,  that 
money  seldom  failed  to  occasion  a  quarrel  be- 
twixt those  who  should  leave  and  those  who 
should  inherit  it.  In  proof  of  this  assertion, 
he  mentioned  a  case,  in  which  a  gentleman 
once  asked  another,  what  was  the  cause  of  the 
quarrel  betwixt  him  and  his  father.  '  What 
a  fool,'  said  he,  '  you  must  be  to  ask  such 
a  question !  What  is  it  that  makes  all  the 
world  quarrel  ? — It  is  money ; — money  makes 
every  one  quarrel.'  James  therefore  thought 
that  a  man  would  be  much  happier  if  he  had 
no  money  at  all,  than  that  it  should  alienate 
the  affections  of  his  nearest  relations,  and 
thus  produce  animosity  among  those  who 
should  love  and  esteem  one  another. 

A  fourth  remark  was  suggested  by  James's 
experience,  as  a  necessary  maxim  that  ought 
to  be  observed  in  the  intercourse  of  life,  viz. 
never  to  disclose  either  one's  wealth  or  po- 
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verty,  in  order  to  avoid  envy  on  the  one 
hand,  and  pity  on  the  other ; — to  abstain  even 
from  mentioning  money,  when  introduced  as 
the  subject  of  discourse,  lest  any  of  the  com- 
pany should  be  inclined  to  borrow ;— and  to 
have  as  few  pecuniary  transactions  with 
friends  as  possible,  since  these  have  so  often 
the  effect  of  setting  them  together  by  the 
ears. 

AJifth  remark  made  by  James  respecting 
money  was,  that,  in  common  justice,  the  bor- 
rower should  imagine  himself  placed  in  the 
situation  of  the  lender ;  for,  by  so  doing,  he 
would  be  induced  to  consider  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  loan,— -such  as,  its  amount,  its 
object,  its  duration,  &c.,  and  perceive  that  it 
is  proper  to  restore  it  as  soon  as  possible, 
otherwise  the  lender  might  be  put  to  his  shifts 
to  carry  on  his  transactions,  when  he  had  not 
the  sum  lent  in  his  possession.  If,  besides, 
the  loan  has  served  an  important  purpose, 
and  turned  out  to  the  borrower's  advantage. 
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^ames  considered  that  he  is  bound  in  honour, 
lOt  only  to  repay  it  with  gratitude,  but  also 
0  do  the  like  favour,  or  some  other  which  he 
aay  have  in  his  power,  to  serve  his  bene- 
actor. 

With  respect  to  James  himself,  he  laid  it 
[own  as  a  maxim,  never  to  borrow  from  any 
•ne ;  and  he  had  often  suffered  the  most 
dnching  embarrassments,  rather  than  violate 
,  rule  which  he  held  sacred ;  and  in  this  re- 
pect  he  shewed  the  magnanimity  which  he 
)ossessed,  in  bearing  the  greatest  difficulties 
ind  trials  of  life,  rather  than  commit  an  act 
)f  injustice  in  receiving  from  another  what  he 
lad  no  immediate  prospect  of  repaying  with 
isury. 

He  thought,  besides,  that  there  were  many 
nore  risks  in  lending  money  than  in  borrow- 
ng  it ;  because,  in  the  latter  case,  it  has  been 
)ften  known  "  to  take  wings  and  fly  away  ;" 
il though  the  borrower  also  labours  under  the 
disadvantage  of  being  at  the  mercy  of  the 
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lender;  and  therefore  James  adopted  the 
safest  course,  recommended  by  a  celebrated 
poet :— • 

"  Neither  a  borrower  nor  a  lender  be ; 
For  loan  oft  loses  both  itself  and  friend, 
And  borrowing  dulls  the  edge  of  industry." 

Shakspeare. 

James  made  a  sixth  remark  on  the  subject, 
— that  money,  when  it  is  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  are  disposed  to  lend  to  every  one, 
does  them  more  ill  than  good ;  for,  besides 
occasioning  them  a  great  deal  of  trouble  from 
those  who  wish  to  borrow,  and  very  often  the 
loss  of  it  altogether,  it  produces  strife  among 
the  nearest  relations,  while  the  refusal  of  it 
forfeits  the  affection  of  the  dearest  friends; 
and  hence  many,  after  having  lost  the  greatest 
part  of  their  fortune  by  lending,  have  been  at 
last  obliged  to  refuse  every  one  to  save  the 
remainder. 

Although  James,  for  the  reasons  already 
mentioned,  neither  approved  of  lending  nor 
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of  borrowing,  yet,  being  accustomed  to  view 
all  subjects  in  every  possible  aspect,  he  al- 
lowed, that  when  a  man  was  reduced  to  ne- 
cessity, he  must  either  borrow  or  starve ;  and 
therefore,  as  there  was  no  law  against  neces- 
sity, there  could  be  no  law  against  borrowing 
in  such  a  case,  as  it  was  a  necessary  evil 
which  must  be  endured,  so  long  as  individuals, 
with  their  utmost  exertions,  cannot  keep  out 
of  debt. 

The  seventh  and  last  remark  that  James 
made  on  money  was,  that  it  embroiled  men 
in  perpetual  warfare  with  one  another,  and 
had  occasioned  more  contests,  both  between 
nations  and  individuals,  than  any  other  cause 
since  the  flood. 

There  were  also  instances,  he  said,  of  per- 
sons who  were  merely  supposed  to  be  rich, 
being  besieged  in  as  regular  and  systematic  a 
manner  as  if  they  had  been  reaUi/  so  ;  but  it 
generally  happened,  that  after  a  long  contest, 

the  besieger  was  sadly  disappointed,  when  he 
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found  that  he  had  been  fighting  all  the  while 
for  nothing ! 

But  the  worst  of  it,  in  James's  opinion, 
was,  that  there  seemed  to  be  no  end  of  these 
wars,  as  long  as  the  world  lasts,  since  an 
equal  division  of  property  is  a  thing  impractic- 
able ;  and  even  should  every  man  get  his 
qicafitum,  yet  so  diversified  are  the  opinions  of 
mankind  on  this  subject,  that,  rather  than 
take  an  equal  share,  they  would  prefer  having 
a  scramble  for  it. 

James  having  thus  assigned  seven  reasons  for 
alleging  that  money  was  an  evil,  stopt  short ; 
as  he  found  them  multiply  so  fast,  that  he 
said,  "  he  could  produce  seve?i  hundred  argu- 
ments to  prove  that  money  is  a  curse  rather 
than  a  blessing. 

"  The  first  is,  that  it  makes  people  quar- 
rel  ^ 

^'  Quite  sufficient,"  cried  the  landlord ; 
"  and  I  shall  dispense  with  the  remainder." 

This  was  enough  for  James ;  but  he  had  a 
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peculiar  way  of  his  own,  when  he  wished 
people  to  understand  a  subject  as  well  as  him- 
self ;  and  hence  he  was  accustomed  to  say  as 
much  as  possible  to  carry  any  question  in  his 
own  favour. 

By  this  time,  the  landlord  evinced  signs  of 
being  tired  with  the  long  discussion  into 
which  James  had  entered,  and  insisted  that 
he  should  immediately  go  to  bed.  But  James, 
who  was  by  no  means  pleased  with  the  inter- 
ruption, declared  that  he  had  extinguished 
one  of  the  best  ideas  he  had  ever  imagined  on 
the  subject. 

"  On  what  subject  ?*"  cried  the  landlord. 

"  What  a  fool  you  must  be,"  said  James, 
"  to  ask  such  a  question  ;  Money  !  that's  the 
subject,  and  the  sum  total  of  every  dis- 
course." 

At  this  declaration  the  landlord  evinced 
signs  of  considerable  alarm ;  when  James  said, 
that  he  had  another  idea,  which,  of  itself, 
was  perfectly  sufficient  to  prove  to  a  demon- 
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stration,  that  money,  and  money  transactions, 
were  evils  of  the  greatest  magnitude. 

"  And  what  may  that  be  ?"  asked  the 
landlord ;  while  he  got  an  elbow-chair  be- 
twixt him  and  his  guest. 

"  It  takes  away  the  memory,'"*  rephed 
James. 

"  Mercy  on  us  r  cried  the  landlord,  "  this 
man  is  certainly  cracked;"  and,  on  this  exclama- 
tion, in  an  instant  James  was  surrounded  by  a 
concourse  of  people  who  were  at  that  time  in 
the  inn. 

Our  hero,  however,  seized  on  an  old  chair, 
and  stood  with  it  on  the  defensive,  till  he 
should  learn  why  such  a  crowd  had  come  to 
attack  him,  when  he  was  endeavouring  to  do  an 
essential  service  to  the  landlord,  by  explaining 
to  him  a  subject  of  the  highest  importance. 

On- being  asked  what  it  was,  he  told  them 
that  he  had  been  attempting  to  prove  that 
many  men  possessed  money  who  did  not  de- 
serve it ;  and  he  proposed  to  convince  them 


ARANJUEZ.  09 

of  the  fact,  by  examining  every  one  present; 
— whether  he  had  any  money, — how  he  got 
it,— and  what  he  did  with  it  in  the  way  of 
being  useful  either  to  himself  or  others  ?  The 
company  were  so  highly  amused  with  the 
proposal,  that  they  instantly  agreed  to  it ; 
and  James  having  got  a  chair  placed  on  the 
top  of  a  side-table,  and  ordered  the  waiter  to 
bring  him  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  mounted  the 
rostrum,  (having  first  agreed  to  act  as  clerk,) 
and,  putting  on  a  consequential  look,  which 
appeared  to  advantage  in  his  elevated  pos- 
ture, thus  began  : — 

"  Come  forward,  sir,  you  who  have  on  a 
grey-coat :  What  are  you  ?" 

"  I  am  a  miller."' 

''  Have  you  any  money  ?" 

"  I  have;' 

"  How  much  ?" 

^'  7000  ducats." 

"  How  did  you  get  it  ?" 

"  By  trade  and  industry." 
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"  Very  well,"  cried  James ;  "  the  ©nly 
way  in  which  money  should  be  got." 

"  What  do  you  spend  ?" 

"  200  of  these  in  the  year.'" 

"  Are  you  worth  no  more  ?" 

"  Fm  worth  no  more." 

"  Very  well,  you  may  retire." 

The  next  person  examined  was  an  elder- 
ly man  with  spectacles,  who  had  a  snufF-box 
for  ever  in  his  hand,  and  his  hand  for  ever  at 
his  nose. 

"  What  are  you  .?"  asked  James. 

"  I  am  an  apothecary." 

'*  Have  you  any  money  ?" 

"  I  have." 

'^  How  did  you  get  it  ?" 

"  By  bleeding  and  blistering." 

"  Mercy  on  us  !  how  much  did  you  make 
by  that  r 

"  8000  ducats  a  year." 

"  How  long  have  you  practised  your  pro- 
fession ?" 
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"  Fifty  years." 

"  Then,"  cried  James,  "  you're  the  richest 
man  in  Spain." 

<'  How  so  ?" 

"  Because  fifty  times  8000  is  400,000." 

"  That  may  be ;  but  I  have  not  a  ducat." 

"  What,  then,  have  you  done  with  your 
ducats  ?" 

"  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  man  telhng  how 
he  spent  his  money  ?" 

"  That's  no  reason  at  all,"  cried  James; 
who  insisted  on  an  immediate  commitment, 
unless  he  was  fully  satisfied ;  and  he  there- 
fore asked  again,  "  What  have  you  done 
with  the  money  ?" 

"  I  spent  it,"  said  the  apothecary. 

'*  In  what  way  .^" 

"  In  many  a  way ;  it  was  my  own ;  and 
what  right  have  you  to  know  more  ?" 

This  was  quite  sufficient  for  James;  he 
durst  not  proceed  farther  ;  but,  putting  on  a 
consequential   look,   he    told   them   to   take 
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away  that  man,  as  he  seemed  to  be  a  non-de- 
script. 

''  Who  comes  next  ?''  cried  James  ;  while 
he  shaded  the  candle  with  his  fingers;  and, 
spying  a  man  in  a  corner,  who  seemed  to 
avoid  all  investigation,  ordered  him  forward 
for  exammation. 

'«  What  are  you  ?"  asked  the  judge. 

"  I  am  a  Jew.'** 

"  Mercy  on  us !""  exclaimed  James,  "  then 
you  must  be  a  mine  of  wealth.'' 

"  What  do  you  do  ?" 

''  I  buy  and  sell  spectacles,  old  clothes,  or 
any  thing." 

"  You  must  be  a  most  notorious  miser."*' 

*«  I  am.'' 

"  Are  you  rich  .?" 

"  Certainly." 

"  How  much  have  you  picked  up,  and 
robbed  the  Christian  world  of  ? '' 

"  I    never    broke   the    eighth  c(fe[imand* 
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"  That's  incredible/"'  cried  James;  "  I 
fehought  that  all  Jews  were  a  set  of  strolling 
thieves." 

"  That  may  be  your  opinion,''  said  the 
Jew;  "  but  were  you  in  our  situation, 
perhaps " 

Here  he  stopt,  as  James's  elevated  posi- 
tion likely  prevented  the  observation,  that,  if 
James  were  in  the  Jew's  situation,  perhaps  he 
would  be  as  great  a  thief  as  any  of  them. 

James  was  by  no  means  pleased  with  the 
insinuation  ;  for,  although  there  was  nothing 
said,  there  was  something  understood ;  and, 
being  determined  to  know  fully  every  thing 
of  this  man's  case,  he  thus  proceeded  : — 

'*  What  money  have  you  got  ?" 

"  That's  nobody's  business  ;  but  I  see  that 
you  are  all  linked  in  a  chain  to  destroy  the 
best  people  in  the  world." 

"  What !"  retorted  James  in  a  rage,  "  are 
the  best  people  in  the  world  those  Jews  who 
sell  old  clothes  ?" 

VOL.  III.  D    , 
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"  Yes,  they  are,'^  said  the  Jew ;  ''  and  if 
you  were  a  wise  man,  you  would  sell  old 
clothes  too,  and  learn  to  keep  your  money  to 
vourself ;  as  there  is  more  wisdom  in  that 
than  in  any  doctrine  you  can  teach  the 
public.'* 

James  being  satisfied  that  the  Jew  was 
risrht,  and  that  this  was  as  true  a  declaration 
as  any  that  he  could  make,  dismissed  the  meet- 
ing, after  thanking  them  for  their  attendance. 
The  whole  party  were  so  much  amused  by 
this  strange  exhibition,  that  they  raised  a 
loud  laugh  at  James'^s  expense,  which  so 
much  offended  him,  that  he  instantly  quitted 
them,  and  went  up  stairs. 

James  having  retired  to  bed,  could  not 
sleep  a  wink  ;  so  powerful  an  impression  had 
the  subject  of  money  made  upon  his  mind, 
that  he  thought  something  more  might  still  be 
suggested.  He  could  not  understand  how  it 
had  passed  into  a  proverb,  that  when  the 
people  of  any  place  made  money,  every  one 
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got  a  share  of  it, — since  none  of  it  ever  came 
his  way,  and  as  those  who  got  money  rendered 
others  who  had  a  little  worth  less  ;  so  that,  in 
this  respect,  he  thought  that  they  resembled 
the  buckets  of  a  well ;  for,  when  one  was 
pulled  up,  the  other  went  down.  He  had 
also  heard  that,  when  some  people  lost  money, 
others  did  so  too  ;  as  they  were  so  linked  to- 
gether in  a  chain  of  business  that,  if  it  gave 
way,  every  one  knocked  over  another  like  a 
pile  of  bricks. 

James  wondered  at  the  power  which  money 
seemed  to  have  in  the  world ;  for,  besides 
occasioning  personal  quarrels,  it  often  induced 
persons  to  go  to  law ;  and  before  one  could 
obtain  his  own  by  litigation,  the  lawyers  must 
get  a  considerable  part  of  it,  if  not  the  whole. 
Moreover,  all  professions  and  trades  depend- 
ed upon  it ;  the  very  necessaries  of  life,  such 
as  a  breakfast  or  a  dinner,  could  not  be  had 
without  it ;  nay,  the  least  degree  of  mental 
instruction,  derived  either  from  books,  teach- 
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ers,  preachers,  lawyers,  or  physicians,  was 
only  to  be  purchased  with  it.  And  hence,  as 
every  thing  advances,  either  in  a  geometrical 
or  arithmetical  ratio,  it  was  likely  that  the 
time  would  come,  when  a  man  would  not 
open  his  mouth  without  a  fee  or  reward. 

James  was  also  at  a  loss  to  understand, 
why  many  persons  who  were  rich  called 
themselves  poor ;  and  why  those  who  were 
poor,  called  or  supposed  themselves  rich; 
especially  as  their  characters  and  circum- 
stances did  not  correspond ;  for,  although 
some  persons  got  the  name  of  being  misers, 
yet  no  one  ever  heard  of  a  miser  being  poor. 

This  long  dissertation  on  money  was  by  no 
means  exhausted ;  for  James  could  never  yet 
discover  wherein  riches  really  consisted.  He 
thought  that  a  man  who  had  two  ducats 
was  twice  as  rich  as  he  who  had  omy  one  ; 
but  this  fact  gave  him  no  information  with 
respect  to  the  abstract  essence  of  riches, 
as  it  has  merely  a  comparative  case,   which 
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might  be  easily  solved  by  the  common  arith- 
metical rule  of  proportion.  He  would  there- 
fore take,  as  an  example,  the  case  of  one 
man  who  had  one  thousand  ducats,  and  of 
another  who  had  ten  thousand  ;  but  he  could 
not,  even  from  this  supposition,  determine 
any  thing  respecting  the  question — what  con- 
stituted poverty  and  riches?  for,,  although 
the  former  might  be  more  wealthy  than  the 
generality,  yet  he  was  not  so  wealthy  as  the 
latter ;  and  hence  he  might  be  said  to  be  both 
rich  and  poor  at  the  same  time. 

James  now  saw  that  there  was  no  end  to 
reasoning  on  the  subject ;  and  therefore  he 
resolved  to  sum  up  the  whole  discussion,  by 
laying  down  a  few  general  maxims,  the  truth 
of  which  could  not  be  controverted.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  thought  that  it  might  be  esta- 
blished as  di  first  general  maxim,  that  those 
who  were  not  satisfied  with  their  own  condi- 
tion,— but  constantly  comparing  it  with  that  of 
others  who  were  richer  than  themselves,  in 
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order  to  discover  grounds  of  discontent,— were, 
and  would  always  be,  poor  in  their  own  esti- 
mation, which  was  the  same  to  them  as  if  they 
were  poor  in  reality.  But  he  conceived  that 
this  was  an  erroneous  opinion,  founded  en- 
tirely on  the  illusions  of  fancy,  which  might 
easily  be  corrected  were  the  poor  to  consider 
that  they  enjoy  the  necessaries  of  life,  and 
even  as  many  of  its  comforts  as  are  truly  re- 
quisite for  human  happiness. 

A  second  maxim  which  James  thought  in- 
disputable was,  that  no  man,  whatever  be  his 
station,  has  reason  to  complain,  if,  by  his  in- 
dustry in  any  lawful  calling,  he  can  support 
himself  in  a  respectable  manner,  and  keep  out 
of  debt.  In  proof  of  this,  he  alleged  that, 
as  society  is  constituted,  there  must  be  grada- 
tions of  rank  and  occupations ;  and  therefore 
he  considered  every  man  as  equally  respecta- 
ble, provided  he  acted  his  part  with  pro- 
priety- If  so,  then  he  thought  it  followed  as 
a  necessary  consequence,  that  a  husbandman 
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or  merchant  who  performed  the  duties  of  his 
station  with  integrity,  and  who  was  indebted 
to  no  one,  was  as  estimable  a  character  as  a 
squire  or  a  lord ;  nay,  more  so,  if  the  latter 
neglected  their  obligations,  and  involved  others 
in  ruin  by  their  extravagance. 

A  third  and  last  maxim  which  James  ad- 
vanced was,  that  unless  a  man,  however  rich 
he  may  be,  practises  economy  in  his  expendi- 
ture, and  lives  also  within  his  income^  he  will 
soon  become  involved  in  embarrassment,  and 
be  ultimately  reduced  to  poverty.  The  truth 
of  this  maxim  he  thought  incontrovertible ;  as 
it  was  confirmed  by  daily  experience.  For  it 
is  often  found,  that  those  who  possess  the 
largest  estates,  or  the  most  ample  fortunes, 
squander  their  wealth  profusely  in  gaming, 
horseracing,  keeping  company,  and  personal 
gratifications ;  and  thereby  impoverish  both 
themselves  and  their  families.  If,  then,  the 
opulent  would  maintain  their  rank  in  society, 
it  appeared  to  him  necessary  that  they  should 
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compare  their  income  and  expenditure,  not 
only  to  preserve  their  credit,  but  also  to  in- 
crease their  wealth,  which,  notwithstanding 
its  partial  disadvantages,  is  absolutely  requi- 
site to  support  the  dignity  of  an  eminent 
station. 

James  having  come  to  these  conclusions 
respecting  the  subject  of  money,  fell  at  length 
into  the  arms  of  Morpheus,  and  forgot  his 
speculations  for  a  while  in  sleep. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

When  James  arose  next  morning,  he  recol- 
lected the  strange  lecture  he  had  pronounced 
to  a  set  of  the  lowest  vulgar,  and  regretted 
that  he  had  taken  so  much  pains  with  them, 
as  it  was  little  better  than  throwing  pearls 
before  swine.  But  although  it  would  have 
been  more  desirable  to  have  had  men  of  sense 
as  his  auditors,  still,  as  there  were  none  of 
these  present,  he  considered  that  his  duty 
in  performing  his  mission  required  him  to  de- 
liver his  sentiments  to  those  he  met  with,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  remove  their  prejudices 
and  correct  their  errors.  But  how  was  he 
mortified  to  find  that,  although  he  had  conde- 
scended even  to  instruct  the  most  ignorant  of 
mankind,   his   precepts  were  despised  as  the 
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foolish  notions  of  a  harebrained  madman ; 
and  that  he  himself  was  derided  and  laughed 
to  scorn  ! 

From  the  fruitless  effects  of  his  sage 
instructions,  he  began  to  despair  of  being 
able  to  reform  the  opinions  and  manners  of 
men,  and  to  think  of  finally  relinquishing  his 
travels  as  a  hopeless  experiment.  He  there 
fore  deemed  it  advisable  to  take  the  stage 
through  Estremadura,  and  return  home; 
especially  as  he  was  within  ten  miles  of  To- 
ledo, where  he  could  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  setting  off  by  the  speediest  conveyance. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  he  could  not  think  of 
quitting  his  peregrinations  without  seeing 
Madrid,  the  capital  of  Spain,  from  which  he 
was  now  only  forty  miles  distant,  and  which  he 
might  reach  in  a  few  days.  Another  reason 
for  continuing  them  was,  that  he  had  already 
been  nearly  four  years  from  home ;  travelled 
more  than  six  hundred  miles ;  suffered  many 
hardships  by  land  and  perils  by  sea ;  encoun- 
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tered  every  obstacle  with  the  utmost  forti- 
tude; met  with  men  of  the  most  opposite 
characters ;  learned  something  from  every 
one  he  had  lived  or  conversed  with  ;  and 
therefore  it  became  him  still  to  persist  in  his 
attempts  to  reform  mankind,  if  he  would 
accomplish  the  purpose  of  his  travels.  "  Why, 
therefore,"  thought  he,  "  should  I  renounce 
my  project  ?  Why,  after  all  that  has  passed, 
should  I  give  up  so  noble  a  cause  ?  No :  I 
will  not :  the  end  of  my  mission  is  not  yet 
fulfilled;  and,  were  I  now  to  return  home, 
the  recollection  of  what  I  have  seen  is  not 
sufficient  to  leave  such  a  useful  impression  on 
my  mind,  as  may  reconcile  me  to  retirement 
for  the  rest  of  my  days.  I  must  therefore 
yet  see  something  more  of  the  world,  before 
renouncing  it  at  once  and  for  ever."" 

James,  having  thus  resolved  to  pursue 
his  journey,  left  the  inn,  and  moved  slowly 
onward  with  his  trunk  on  his  back,  like 
a  travelUng  chapman  who  has  a  box  full  of 
needles,  pins,  and  scissors,  &c.  slung  across 
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his  shoulders,  to  supply  his  customers  with 
these  and  similar  articles  which  they  require. 

It  was  now  the  spring  of  the  year,  and  the 
fourth  which  he  had  spent  in  his  peregrina- 
tions. As  he  travelled  along  the  road  to 
Toledo,  the  singing  of  the  birds  among  the 
trees  delighted  his  ear ;  the  verdure  of  the 
fields  around  him  delighted  his  eyes ;  and  the 
towering  majesty  of  the  distant  hills  present- 
ed a  scene  of  grandeur  to  his  imagination. 
In  the  course  of  a  few  hours  he  arrived  at 
Toledo,  an  ancient  handsome  city,  situate  on 
the  declivity  of  a  mountain.  He  walked  very 
slowly  through  the  town ;  as  his  trunk  had 
now  grown  twice  as  heavy  as  it  was  when  he 
left  the  inn,  so  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he 
could  support  it. 

In  passing  along  the  streets,  he  saw  waiters 
standing  with  clothes  under  their  arms,  at  the 
doors  of  elegant  and  superb  hotels,  but  durst 
not  venture  near  them,  lest  two  or  three 
days'*  residence  at  these  expensive  houses 
might   oblige  him  to  repair  to  the  register- 
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office  for  servants.  Although  James  could 
submit  to  the  meanest  employment  when 
necessity  required,  yet  he  did  not  like 
to  run  the  risk  of  degrading  himself  to  the 
rank  of  a  menial  when  he  could  avoid  it; 
and  therefore  he  resolved  to  appear  in  his 
travelling  dress,  rather  than  in  one  which 
might  expose  him  to  dangerous  companions. 

On  looking  about  for  a  place  of  temporary 
residence  during  his  stay  in  Toledo,  he  saw 
inns  of  all  descriptions,  from  the  splendid 
hotel  to  the  lowest  cabaret ;  but  declined 
entering  into  either  of  them,  lest  he  should 
be  ruined  by  expenses  at  the  one,  or  have  his 
trunk  stolen  at  the  other ;  and  preferred  tak- 
ing up  his  lodgings  at  some  respectable  inn, 
where  he  might  have  bed  and  board  for  a 
moderate  charge.  Having  viewed  the  High 
Street,  which  seemed  too  grand  for  the  re- 
sidence of  a  simple  pedestrian,  he  turned  down 
one  less  magnificent,  and  spied  on  the  north 
side  of  it  an  inn,  just  such  as  he  wanted.  It 
was  a  travellers'  house ;  and  at  the  door  stood 
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a  waiter,  with  a  white  apron,  who,  upon 
James'^s  approach,  gave  way  with  all  respect, 
walking  backwards,  and  opening  the  door  of 
the  travellers'  room,  into  which  he  was  im- 
mediately shown.  He  now  placed  his  burden 
on  a  chair ;  and  having  ordered  some  bread 
and  cheese  and  a  jug  of  water  for  supper, 
which  was  soon  despatched,  he  rang  the  bell, 
and  requested  the  waiter  to  show  him  to  his 
bed-room. 

The  waiter  took  up  the  trunk,  and  be- 
gan to  ascend  a  long  winding  stair,  which 
James  conceived  might  conduct  him  six 
stories  high ;  and  therefore  called  out  to 
his  guide  to  stop,  pretending  that  he  had  a 
sore  leg,  and  taking  hold  of  the  rail,  as  if  to 
support  himself  in  the  crippling  gait  which 
he  now  assumed.  The  waiter  said,  that  all 
the  bed-rooms  on  the  first  floor  were  occu- 
pied; but  that,  as  it  was  his  business  to 
oblige  strangers  as  far  as  possible,  he  should 
have  the  best  bed-room  on  the  second  flat, 
and  the  privilege  of  making  his  own  choice. 
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This  was  just  what  James  wanted;  so  that, 
after  examining  the  rooms  that  were  unoc- 
cupied, he  fixed  on  one  that  had  a  fine  view 
to  the  north,  and  was  perfectly  satisfied  with 
his  accommodation. 

Accordingly,  next  day,  he  gave  six  reals  to 
the  waiter  for  carrying  up  the  trunk,  and  as 
many  to  the  chambermaid ;  for,  although  he 
knew  that  servants  at  an  inn  never  received 
any  thing  from  travellers  until  their  depar- 
ture,  he  was  aware  that  no  less  attention 
was  likely  to  be  paid  him,  were  they  paid  be- 
fore hand ;  and  accordingly  the  waiter  and 
the  maid  received  it  thankfully,  promising  to 
do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  oblige  him. 
If,  thought  they,  this  stranger  rewards  us 
so  handsomely,  by  giving  twelve  reals  for  no- 
thing, what  may  we  not  expect  when  he  pays 
the  reckoning  ! 

James  soon  learned  that  this  inn  was 
in  great  request  at  Toledo,  on  account  of 
the  moderate  charge  made  for  the  best  en- 
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tertainment ;  and  he  found  that  it  well  de- 
served that  character,  as  he  had  paid  only 
twelve  reals  for  his  night''s  lodging ; — where- 
as, at  the  inns  on  the  road,  the  landlords  de- 
manded twenty-four,  and  at  the  large  hotels, 
forty-eight.  He  also  understood  that,  at  these 
hotels,  travellers  had  to  pay  for  all  the  dishes 
brought  to  the  table,  though  they  did  not 
even  touch  the  most  of  them,  and  that  the 
number  of  waiters  was  always  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  guests  ;  so  that  the  charges 
made  at  these  inns  were  enormous,  and  most 
unconscionable.  Nay,  in  order  to  make  the 
most  of  the  dinners  provided  for  the  companies 
entertained  at  them,  there  is  generally  a  Iiead 
waiter  who  superintends  the  rest,  and  orders 
each  to  observe  what  dishes  are  displaced  from 
the  table,  how  many  tarts  and  pies  are  opened, 
and  how  many  fricassees  or  pancakes  are  con- 
sumed. When  dinner  is  over,  the  waiters  find 
perhaps  a  sirloin  of  roasv  beef  scarcely  touched, 
as  only  four  or  five  slices  have  been  cut  off" 


TOLEDO.  89 

from  it ;  for  which,  however,  the  full  charge 
of  half  a  moidore  (20s.  sterling)  is  made,  as 
if  it  had  been  all  eaten  up  by  the  company. 
The  same  mode  of  investigation  and  charge  is 
pursued  with  respect  to  all  the  rest  of  the  dishes 
that  have  been  presented  at  table ;  for,  two 
roasted  hens  perhaps  are  discovered  to  have 
been  tried,  by  having  a  wing  cut  from  the  one 
and  a  leg  from  the  other,  for  which  the  full 
charge  of  the  entire  fowls  is  made  in  the  reck- 
oning. 

As  an  instance  of  the  extortion  practised  at 
these  hotels,  James  heard  a  story  of  a  young 
man,  who,  when  dining  with  a  party,  asked  if 
any  of  them  would  have  a  bit  of  pie  that  was 
near  him ;  but,  as  they  all  declined,  he  had 
the  curiosity  to  break  the  crust,  in  order  to 
see  what  was  in  it ;  and,  having  ascertained 
that  it  contained  pigeons,  thus  brought  him- 
self and  his  companions  into  additional  ex- 
pense, as  they  had  to  pay  for  it.  The  same 
youth,  whose  curiosity  was  insatiable,   seeing 
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a  dish  with  a  large  cover,  must  have  a  peep  at 
it  also,  and  taking  a  fork,  he  turned  up  the 
paste,  and  thereby  broke  it ;  when,  to  his  great 
mortification,  he  discovered  that  the  dish  was 
only  a  cranberry  tart,  which,  from  its  cover  be- 
ing broken,  was  also  charged .  Hence  a  dinner, 
such  as  the  one  described,  (including  cheese 
and  biscuit  for  a  dessert,)  generally  amounted 
to  nearly  four  moidores,  although  prepared 
for  five  persons  only ; — so  that,  without  in- 
cluding what  was  paid  for  wine  and  waiters, 
it  cost  each  individual  twenty-five  shillings 
and  two-pence  sterHng.  Such  an  expensive 
mode  of  living  as  this  did  not  correspond  with 
James'  notions  of  moderation,  neither  could  it 
be  afforded  by  his  scanty  purse ;  and  there- 
fore he  acted  wisely  in  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence at  a  humbler  inn,  where  he  would  have 
less  to  pay,  and  get  more  for  his  money. 

James  indeed  always  laid  it  down  as  a  rule, 
to  know  the  charge  made  at  the  place  where 
he  sojourned,  for  the  purpose  of  regulating 
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his  expenditure  according  to  the  sum  of  money 
he  possessed,  and  that  he  might  not  outrun 
the  constable.  In  this  respect,  as  in  many 
others,  he  afforded  an  example  of  prudence 
to  those  who,  when  they  have  a  supply  of 
cash  in  their  pockets,  thoughtlessly  spend  it 
as  if  it  were  never  to  have  an  end.  Luckily 
for  our  traveller,  he  had  taken  up  his  resi- 
dence at  an  inn,  where,  instead  of  the  exorbi- 
tant charges  made  at  fashionable  taverns,  no 
person  paid  for  more  than  he  consumed,  and 
no  dishes  were  brought  to  table  but  such  as 
were  ordered ;  so  that  every  one  could  know 
exactly  what  a  dinner  would  cost  them  before 
sitting  down  to  it.  In  order  also  to  prevent 
quarrels  among  the  guests,  and  to  see  that 
every  one  got  his  share  of  a  repast,  the  land- 
lord and  landlady  sat  at  the  head  and  foot  of 
the  table ;  and  hence  such  a  mode  of  enter- 
tainment was  appropriately  called  a'^Table 
d'Hote. 

James,    finding    himself    so    comfortably 
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settled,  now  thought  of  opening  his  trunk,  to 
see  what  presents  his  friend  Dr  Fiscari  had 
given  him ;  and  was  not  a  little  astonished  to 
find,  among  other  dresses,  that  of  a  quaker, 
(which  he  had  entirely  forgotten,)  together 
with  a  purse  containing  twelve  pistoles,  which 
was  a  reasonable  supply  that  he  resolved  to 
spend  at  present,  before  breaking  upon  his 
own  purse. 

Next  day,  James  being  invited  by  the 
landlord  to  dine  with  a  party  of  about  twenty 
persons,  some  of  whom  were  travellers, 
and  others  inhabitants  of  the  town,  put  on 
his  quaker''s  dress,  not  so  much  to  appear  sin- 
gular, as  out  of  respect  to  the  worthy  donor. 
The  company  looked  at  him  with  a  kind  of 
satirical  grin  ;  and,  when  any  dispute  hap- 
pened, appealed  to  him  by  asking, — "  What 
say'st  thou,  friend,  to  this  matter  P^' — but 
they  were  much  at  a  loss  to  think  who  or  what 
he  was,  as  he  gave  them  the  most  pertinent 
answers,  and  made  the  most  shrewd  remarks, 
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without  using  the  appellations  "  thou,"  and 
"  thee,'**  which  are  the  most  distinguished  pe- 
culiarities of  speech  adopted  by  those  people 
whose  garb  he  had  assumed. 

The  day  afterwards  James  was  intro- 
duced to  a  strange  set  of  fellows,  who  met 
every  night  in  an  apartment  of  the  inn, 
called  "  the  smoking  room."  Over  the  fire- 
place of  this  apartment  was  the  follow- 
ing inscription  : — "  Cogers'  Society,  insti- 
tuted 1756."  At  the  right  hand  sat  the  pre- 
sident, who  went  by  the  name  of  Le  Felice, 
as  his  duty  consisted  in  making  every  member 
of  the  club  happy,  and  hearing  all  that  went 
on  without  making  any  observation,  unless  a 
member  made  a  shrewd  remark,  when  he 
slapped  the  table,  and  exclaimed : — "  Well 
said ;  faith,  that's  excellent  !"  The  president 
was  a  tall  well-made  man,  with  high  cheek- 
bones, pitted  with  small-pox,  bald  on  the  fore- 
head, and  highly  powdered ;  so  that  on  the 
whole  he  had  a  graceful  appearance,  except 
being  somewhat  disfigured  by  a  long  fore-toothy 
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which  protruded  from  his  mouth,  and  gave 
him  a  facetious  look  whenever  he  attempted 
to  laugh,  and  which  one  day  fell  into  an 
empty  porter-jug,  with  a  sound  that  rather 
astonished  the  company.  The  vice-president 
sat  opposite,  and  was  a  droll-looking  figure  ; 
as  his  bushy  eyebrows  almost  concealed  his 
little  grey  eyes,  through  which  he  peeped  with 
a  leering  look  at  the  company  ;  while  his  chin 
and  under-lip  protruded  so  much  beyond  the 
upper  features,  that  they  seemed  scarcely  to 
belong  to  the  same  face. 

Another  queer  fellow  belonging  to  the  club, 
was  a  little  man,  with  a  carbuncled  nose, 
ruddy  cheeks,  and  a  round  chin ;  so  that  the 
contour  of  his  face  bore  no  small  resemblance 
to  the  moon  in  her  last  quarter.  He  had  an 
unusual  way  of  expressing  himself  when 
speaking  on  any  subject ;  for,  in  addressing 
the  company,  instead  of  saying,  "  Gentlemen," 
he  would  say,  *'  Gents. ;" — instead  of  calling 
the  representatives  of  the  mercantile  interest, 
'*  The  Board  of  Trade,"  he  would  call  them, 
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"  The  Brod.  of  Tred. ;"  and,  instead  of  deno- 
minating a  splendid  tavern,  a  "  Hotel,"  he 
would  style  it  a  "  Hottle,"  &c.  Though  every 
word  he  uttered  was  intelligible,  yet  the  anti- 
quated dialect  which  he  used  rendered  him 
eccentric  in  the  eyes  of  his  companions,  al- 
though there  was  not  one  of  them  who  had 
so  much  sense  as  himself;  so  that  he  was  the 
greatest  favourite  with  the  club,  and  also  with 
our  traveller. 

There  was  sometimes  considerable  diver- 
sion at  the  meetings  of  this  society ;  as  they 
dealt  out  puns  and  conundrums  to  puzzle 
each  other,  argued  about  the  most  eligible 
professions  in  life,  disputed  about  the  speed- 
iest method  of  becoming  rich,  and  proposed  a 
thousand  similar  questions  for  solution,  which 
every  member  endeavoured  to  answer,  not  by 
reason  and  argument,  but  from  his  own  ob- 
servation or  experience.  By  this  means  our 
traveller  gained  a  considerable  accession  to  his 
knowledge  of  the  world,  without  any  other 
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trouble  than  stepping  into  the  room  where 
Coger's  society  met  in  the  evening. 

In  order  to  see  the  pubhc  meetings,  as  well 
as  this  private  club,  of  the  citizens  of  Toledo, 
James  went  one  evening  to  the  theatre  in  his 
quaker's  dress,  where  he  soon  perceived  many 
persons  laughing  at  his  grotesque  attire,  and 
heard  several  whispering  to  their  neighbours, 
— "  What  queer-looking  fellow  is  that  ?  he's 
surely  a  yahoo ;    shall  we  give  him  a  huzza  ?" 

James,  however,  regarded  not  their  sneers, 
but  looked  about  at  the  company  with  the 
greatest  composure ;  till  he  cast  his  eyes  on 
the  orchestra,  where  he  observed  a  person, 
whose  features,  he  thought,  were  not  unknown 
to  him.  On  surveying  the  strangers  face 
more  closely,  how  was  he  transported  to  re- 
cognise his  old  friend  Gorilla,  the  musician  of 
Logrona  !  He  had  not  seen  Gorilla  since  they 
parted  at  Gadiz  ;  and  James  concluded,  that 
he  must  have  cleared  his  expenses  thence  to 
Toledo  entirely  by  his  fiddle  and  bass-viol. 
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Accordingly  he  now  thought  more  than 
ever  of  the  enchanting  art  of  music,  as  it  is 
not  only  a  dehghtful  amusement,  but  a  lucra- 
tive profession  when  sufficiently  encouraged  ; 
and  he  conceived  that  many  idle  vagabonds, 
who  would  not  work,  might  learn  to  play,  and 
thus  be  in  some  manner  useful  to  the  world. 
On  viewing  Gorilla's  big  bass-viol,  and  recol- 
lecting the  scene  that  had  passed  at  Seville 
when  they  attempted  a  musical  fete,  he  could 
not  help  bursting  out  into 'aloud  laugh,  for 
which  the  persons  on  the  same  seat  thought 
him  insane,  and  moved  off  lest  they  should 
experience  the  effects  of  his  supposed  mad- 
ness. 

James,  nevertheless,  kept  his  station,  in 
spite  of  all  the  satirical  remarks  made  upon 
him,  till  the  farce  was  finished,  and  the  cur- 
tain dropped,  waiting  impatiently  till  Gorilla's 
band  should  leave  the  orchestra  ;  but,  as  the 
musicians  sat  a  while  conversing  together,  he 

VOL.  III.  E 


98         THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELI.ER. 

could  restrain  himself  no  longer,  but  jumped 
over  the  seats,  overturned  some  of  the  musical 
instruments,  broke  Gorilla's  bass-viol,  and 
seized  him  by  the  hand  with  such  eagerness, 
that  the  whole  party  were  astonished  at  the 
extraordinary  scene. 

The  two  friends  immediately  adjourned  to 
the  inn,  carrying  with  them  the  broken  instru- 
ment ;  and  James  introduced  Gorilla  to  the 
company  assembled  in  the  smoking-room, 
who,  on  seeing  a  tnan  with  a  bass-viol  in  his 
hand,  imagined  that  their  acquaintance,  the 
traveller,  had  picked  up  a  strolling  player  to 
entertain  them.  But  they  were  greatly  disap- 
pointed on  finding  the  instrument  so  much 
shattered  as  to  be  incapable  of  playing  a 
single  note ;  and  requested  the  musician  to 
get  it  mended,  in  order  to  serenade  them 
home  every  evening.  Gorilla  promised  to  do 
so;  and  in  the  meantime  he  remained  all 
night  with  his  friend  James ;  the  account  of 
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whose  transactions  must  be  suspended  for  a 
little,  in  order  to  record  some  other  matters 
connected  with  the  narrative. 

The  first  person  who  claims  attention  is 
Don  Riazo,  who,  it  may  be  recollected,  met 
with  James  soon  after  the  commencement  of 
his  travels,  when  he  was  nearly  blown  away 
by  the  wind  at  the  hay-rick.  That  gentle- 
man having  set  out  in  his  carriage  and  four 
on  his  travels  through  Portugal,  took  every 
opportunity  of  informing  the  people  who  re- 
sided near  Faro  of  James's  safety,  and  even 
visited  the  castle  of  Carvanty,  though  it  did 
not  lie  in  his  way,  to  communicate  the  same 
intelligence  to  his  brother  and  sisters.  But 
he  was  like  to  pay  dear  for  this  act  of  kind- 
ness ;  for,  as  his  carriage  drove  along  the 
road  near  Faro,  three  highwaymen  attacked 
it,  one  of  whom  flew  to  the  head  of  the 
horses,  which  he  seized  by  the  bridle,  while 
the  others  made  for  the  carriage-window. 
The  driver  was   instantly   thrown   off,  and 
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fell  upon  one  of  the  highwaymen,  whom  he 
brought  to  the  ground ;  but  another  ap- 
peared at  the  window  of  the  coach,  and  de- 
manded Don  Riazo's  money.  He  imme- 
diately pulled  out  a  purse,  and  presented  it  to 
one  of  the  highwaymen,  with  these  words  : — 
"  Here,  sir,  is  a  purse  of  gold,  which  I  had  pro- 
vided for  the  relief  of  those  who  might  be  in 
want  of  it ; — take  it,  for  you  must  be  gentlemen 
in  distress.  My  wish  to  relieve  those  in  that 
situation  gives  me  a  pleasure  far  exceeding  any 
thing  which  you  might  expect  to  receive.'' 

"  No  !"  exclaimed  the  highwayman,  "  we'll 
take  no  money  ; — our  intention  was,  no  doubt, 
to  rob  you,  and  we  would  have  taken  all  you 
have,  without  hurting  one  hair  of  your  head ; 
but  to  rob  a  gentleman  under  the  circum- 
stances in  which  we  find  you,  would  be  un- 
generous and  cruel." 

The  three  highwaymen  then  came  one  af- 
ter another  to  the  coach-window,  and  snapt 
their  pistols  in  the  air,  saying, — "  We  are 
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gentlemen  who,  at  the  gaming-table,  have  lost 
our  all ; — we  have  debts  of  honour  to  dis- 
charge, and  these  we  ought  to  pay  ;  but  they 
shall  never  be  paid  at  the  expense  of  a  gentle- 
man in  distressing  circumstances."" 

Having  said  this,  they  dismounted,  and  as- 
sisted the  servants  in  raising  the  carriage; 
and,  having  found  the  pin,  they  tied  it  round 
the  wheel  with  a  belt ;  then,  bowing  respect- 
fully to  Don  Riazo,  they  rode  across  the 
field. 

This  mode  of  behaviour,  from  such  men, 
was  to  Don  Riazo  a  very  singular  occurrence, 
as  it  so  seldom  happens  that  highwaymen 
treat  those  whom  they  attack  with  such  gene- 
rosity. 

Don  Riazo  having  thus  escaped  so  miracu- 
lously from  the  hands  of  men  who  seemed  to 
threaten  him  with  the  loss  of  his  purse,  and  of 
his  life  also,  poured  out  his  gratitude  to 
Heaven  for  his  deliverance,  and  proceeded  on 
his  way  to  the  castle  of  Carvanty. 
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Next  day  Don  Riazo  arrived  at  the  castle, 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and, 
having  inquired  if  the  family  were  at  home, 
was  told  by  a  livery-servant  that  they  were 
then  at  dinner.  The  servant  was  requested 
to  announce  the  arrival  of  a  stranger,  which 
threw  Francis  and  Don  Tarbet  (who  was 
there  also),  but  especially  the  ladies,  into  no 
small  degree  of  alarm.  Francis  came  out  to 
welcome  Don  Riazo,  whom  he  introduced  to 
his  sisters  and  Don  Tarbet,  who  stood  in 
amazement  at  the  stranger's  splendid  dress 
and  appearance.  He  was  now  requested  to 
join  them  at  dinner,  and  immediately  sat 
down,  without  mentioning  however  who  he 
was,  or  what  was  the  purpose  of  his  present 
visit.  After  dinner,  Francis  proposed  that 
the  company  should  fill  a  bumper,  and  drink 
the  stranger's  health.  Upon  this  Don 
Riazo  stood  up,  and  addressed  the  company 
in  the  same  words  which  he  had  employed  at 
his  first  meeting  with  James  : — 
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"  Behold,  in  me,  the  Prince  of  Asturias." 

On  this  declaration  they  all  arose,  and 
bowed  to  the  stranger,  expressing  by  their 
looks  the  utmost  astonishment ;  while  Ferna- 
dina,  who  had  been  struck  with  the  first  sight 
of  the  stranger,  nearly  fainted;  but,  on  re- 
covering herself,  she  took  out  her  handker- 
chief, wiped  her  face,  and  wept  on  beholding 
a  man  whom  she  would  have  gladly  wished  to 
call  her  husband. 

Francis  then  addressed  Don  Riazo  in  the 
following  words  : — 

"  Generous  stranger!  we  consider  ourselves 
highly  honoured,  that  the  Prince  of  Astu- 
rias,  sprung  from  a  race  of  kings,  should 
deign  to  visit  the  inhabitants  of  a  castle  so  re- 
tired and  secluded  from  the  world.  May  I, 
then,  presume  to  ask  the  reason  that  has  in- 
duced you  to  perform  such  an  act  of  kindness 
and  condescension  ?^ 

In  answer  to  this  question,  Don  Riazo  re- 
plied,— "  That,  in  the  course  of  his  travels, 
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in  making  a  tour  through  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, he  had  lately  fallen  in  with  a  cavalier, 
about  whom  this  family  would  be  glad  to  re- 
ceive some  intelligence.  Here,"  continued 
he,  putting  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  "  is  a  let- 
ter which  I  received  from  him,  and  which  I 
promised  to  deliver  to  you." — Francis  taking 
the  letter  out  of  his  hand,  announced  it  to  be 
one  from  James ;  and  Don  Tarbet,  who  had 
sat  all  the  time  in  a  state  of  anxiety,  rose  up, 
and,  shaking  Don  Riazo  by  the  hand,  assured 
him  that  no  favour  could  equal  that  which 
he  now  had  bestowed ;  at  the  same  time  ex- 
plaining to  him  the  cause  of  James's  travel- 
ling. 

Francis  now  requested  that  Don  Riazo 
would  reside  at  the  castle  during  the  time  he 
intended  to  remain  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
as  he  would  be  better  accommodated  with 
every  thing  necessary  for  his  comfort,  than 
he  could  be  at  Faro,  or  any  other  neighbour- 
ing town.     Don  Riazo  accepted  the  offer,  and 
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soon  formed  the  greatest  intimacy  with  the 
family,  all  of  whom  he  highly  esteemed.  But 
Fernadina,  the  youngest  of  the  ladies,  became 
the  principal  object  of  his  attention  ;  and  the 
first  impressions  he  received  from  her  beauty 
soon  ripened  into  a  fond  attachment,  which 
ended  in  their  marriage  about  half  a  year  af- 
terwards. Don  Riazo  lived  happily  at  the 
castle,  and  contributed  much  to  the  happiness 
of  the  family,  by  recounting  various  particu- 
lars of  his  history,  (for,  though  he  was  only 
twenty- five  years  of  age,  he  had  seen  a  good 
deal  of  the  world,  and  of  mankind) ;  but  he 
said  not  a  word  about  the  hidden  treasure 
which  he  and  the  barber  of  Carmona  had 
discovered. 

He  gratified  the  family  much  by  drinking 
James's  health  every  day  at  dinner,  and  speak- 
ing of  him  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect ; 
while  his  brothers  and  sisters  expressed  the 
same  sentiments,  although  they  felt  the  utmost 
anxiety  to  know  what  had  become  of  him. 

e2 
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Don  Riazo  having  now  remained  nearly 
eight  months  at  the  castle,  proposed  to  set  off' 
to  his  own  mansion ;  for,  although  he  had  in- 
tended to  visit  the  provinces  of  Tralos  Mon- 
tes,  Beira,  Estremadura,  and  Alentejo,  he 
was  now  so  happy  in  having  obtained  so  lovely 
a  bride,  that  he  rehnquished  his  original  plan, 
and  longed  to  transport  her  to  the  Villa  de 
Carey.  Every  preparation  was  therefore 
made  for  the  departure  of  the  young  couple ; 
and  Francis  consented  that  Donna  Riazo's 
sister,  Margarita,  should  accompany  them, 
and  remain  till  they  revisited  the  castle  next 
year.  Before  departing,  Don  Riazo,  in  or- 
der to  relieve  the  family  from  anxiety  re- 
specting James,  promised  to  insert  an  adver- 
tisement in  the  Madrid  and  Toledo  news- 
papers, offering  a  handsome  reward  to  any 
one  who  should  discover  him,  and  send  no- 
tice of  him  to  his  relations' 

They  had  now  become  somewhat  alarmed 
for    his   safety,    and   expressed    the    utmost 
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concern  for  their  favourite  brother,  who  was 
the  subject  of  their  talk  through  the  day 
and  of  their  dreams  through  the  night. 
Indeed,  they  never  looked  around  the  apart- 
ments of  the  castle,  without  observing  some 
object  to  remind  them  of  him;  for  in  one 
place  lay  his  favourite  dog,  and  in  ano- 
ther his  favourite  cat,  which  followed  him 
through  the  garden  and  through  the  fields ; 
— here  hung  his  gun,  studded  with  gold  and 
silver; — there  his  flask  and  powder-horn, 
that  were  suspended  from  his  shoulder  on  his 
return  from  sport ; — on  the  right  side  of  the 
lobby,  was  the  pin  on  which  he  used  to  hang 
his  white  hat; — and  on  the  left  side,  the 
peg  on  which  he  hung  up  his  black  cloak; 
— in  one  apartment  were  the  pistols  with 
which  he  delighted  to  fire  at  marks,  and  in 
another  was  his  blunderbuss  that  guarded  the 
castle ; — in  the  diiring-room  was  to  be  seen 
his  massy  organ,  that  enchanted  all  his  friends 
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during  dinner  ;  and  in  the  drawing-room  stood 
the  harp  and  guitar  of  his  sister,  on  which 
she  played  to  amuse  and  dehght  him  after  re- 
turning from  his  wearisome  journeys.  In 
short,  every  thing  in  and  about  the  castle 
served  as  remembrancers  of  their  dear  bro- 
ther, who,  having  taken  a  fancy  to  see  the 
world,  was  not  hke  to  return,  and  had  left 
them  disconsolate  to  mourn  his  loss.  But 
their  spirits  were  revived  by  a  gleam  of  hope, 
that  some  accounts  of  him  might  be  received 
by  means  of  the  public  notice  which  Don 
Riazo  had  promised  to  insert  in  the  news- 
papers ;  and  they  anticipated  the  joyful  pe- 
riod when  he  would  again  return  to  the  castle, 
and  spend  his  days  among  them,  never  more 
to  part  in  the  land  of  the  living. 

In  the  meantime,  Don  Riazo  and  his  lady 
proceeded  on  their  journey  homewards  ;  and, 
on  arriving  at  the  inn  where  he  first  met  with 
James,  tarried  all  night,  and  pointed  out  the 
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spots  where  they  had  conversed  together,  the 
hay-rick  which  had  saved  his  hfe ;  and  the 
kitchen-window  where  he  had  been  drawn  in 
out  of  the  wind ;  all  of  which  were  interest- 
ing objects  to  Donna  Riazo. 

The  landlord  was  next  called  ;  and,  on  be- 
ing asked  if  he  remembered  James,  replied, 
that  he  had  good  reason  to  remember  him, 
from  the  extraordinary  incident  of  his  having 
been  nearly  blown  away  by  the  wind,  which 
was  the  most  boisterous  that  he  had  ever 
seen  ,•  but  he  recollected  also,  that  his  honour 
(bowing  to  Riazo)  had  then  condescended  to 
take  shelter  at  his  inn,  and  pay  him  hand- 
somely for  very  homely  fare  ;  so  that  he  might 
justly  say,  according  to  the  old  proverb,  that 
"  it  is  an  ill  wind  that  blows  nobody  good." 
On  beinff  asked  if  he  had  ever  seen  or  heard 
of  James  since  that  time,  the  landlord  an- 
swered in  the  negative ;  on  which  Don  Riazo 
and  his  lady  departed  with  melancholy  feel- 


110  THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 

ings,  and  looked  back  with  sorrow  at  the 
place  where  our  hero  had  been  last  seen  by 
Riazo,  who,  although  then  a  stranger  to  him, 
had  now  become  his  brother-in-law.  The 
young  couple  then  posted  on  to  the  place  of 
their  destination,  inquiring  at  every  town 
where  they  arrived  about  their  lost  relative ; 
but  although  they  were  informed  that  he  had 
been  seen  at  Almonte  in  the  dress  of  a  noble- 
man, and  at  Andujar  in  the  habit  of  a  sailor, 
they  lost  all  trace  of  his  progress  afterwards, 
and  proceeded  homeward  in  as  great  uncer- 
tainty as  ever  about  his  fate. 

In  the  course  of  a  week  they  arrived  at 
Don  Riazo's  mansion,  the  Villa  de  Carey, 
about  three  miles  from  Toledo.  This  splen- 
did house  was  indeed  worthy  of  the  Prince  of 
Asturias.  It  was  a  fine  square  building, 
having  a  flight  of  steps  leading  to  the  flat  be- 
fore the  door,  supported  by  large  massy  pil- 
lars.     The  lobby   was  hung  with  valuable 
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paintings,  the  works  of  the  most  celebrated 
Grecian  and  Roman  artists.  There  were 
several  large  halls,  with  windows  that  entered 
into  extensive  gardens,  ornamented  with  foun- 
tains that  spouted  water,  which,  descending 
into  the  pool  below,  was  extremely  beau- 
tiful; and,  in  short,  the  whole  appendages 
of  the  Villa  de  Carey  displayed  a  degree  of 
taste  and  grandeur  that  exceeded  any  thing 
which  fancy  could  paint,  or  imagination  con- 
ceive : 

"  Here  rural  beauty  rears  her  pleasing  shrine ; 
She  on  the  margin  of  each  streamlet  glows ; 
Where  with  the  blooming  hawthorn  roses  twine, 
And  the  fair  lily  of  the  valley  grows." 

Here  were  they  welcomed  by  all  their 
neighbours,  who  received  Donna  Riazo  and 
her  sister  with  the  utmost  courtesy ;  and,  from 
their  wealth  and  the  splendour  in  which  they 
lived,  they  were  considered  as  people  of  the 
first   rank  and   fashion   in  that  part  of  the 
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country.  Don  Riazo  being  now  settled  at  his 
villa,  performed  the  promise  he  had  made  to 
Francis,  James's  brother,  and  inserted  a  no- 
tice in  the  Madrid  and  Toledo  newspapers, 
offering  a  handsome  reward  for  the  discovery 
of  our  traveller, — ^but  without  effect.  For 
James,  at  the  time  of  issuing  the  advertise- 
ment, was  in  the  south  of  Spain ;  and,  from 
his  frequent  change  of  residence,  as  well  as 
from  the  different  characters  which  he  as- 
sumed, could  not  be  recognised  as  the  person 
about  whom  intelligence  was  requested  in  the 
newspapers.  Since  he  could  not  be  heard  of, 
his  relations  therefore  had  now  no  doubt  that 
he  had  perished  in  his  travels, — that  he  had 
been  either  devoured  by  wild  beasts,  or  killed 
by  robbers  ;  or  that  he  had  fallen  into  a  coal- 
pit, or  been  drowned  in  a  river  ;  or  met  with 
his  death  in  some  way  or  another.  Don 
Riazo,  however,  entertained  the  hope  that, 
though  he  was  still  undiscovered,  he  would 
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one  day  return  to  his  native  place,  adorned 
with  knowledge,  possessed  of  riches,  and 
crowned  with  honour : 

"  Breathes  there  the  man  with  soul  so  dead, 

Who  never  to  himself  hath  said. 

This  is  my  own,  my  native  land  ? 

Whose  heart  hath  ne'er  within  him  burn'd, 

As  home  his  footsteps  he  hath  turn'd 

From  wandering  on  a  foreign  strand  !"— Scott. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

While  James'*s  relations  were  left  in  a  state 
of  painful  uncertainty  whether  he  was  dead 
or  alive,  he  continued  to  enjoy  the  society  of 
his  friend,  Gorilla,  in  the  city  of  Toledo, 
where  he  had  now  remained  for  several  weeks. 
Gorilla  procured  him  a  free  ticket  to  attend 
the  theatre  ;  and,  having  represented  to  the 
manager  and  musicians  the  dexterity  of  his 
friend  in  playing  on  the  violin,  he  received 
their  concurrence  that  James  should,  for 
his  amusement,  for  a  few  evenings,  per- 
form in  the  orchestra.  Our  traveller  ac- 
cordingly took  his  station  there  in  his  qua- 
ker's  dress,  and  soon  became  an  object  of 
curiosity  to    the  audience,    and  of   raillery 
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to  the  wags;  however  he  disregarded  all 
their  witticisms,  and  at  last  gained  their  fa- 
vour  by  his  superior  style  of  playing  the 
choicest  pieces  of  music.  James  being  a  good 
judge  of  dramatic  performances,  was  much 
pleased  with  some  of  the  best  actors ;  although 
the  greatest  number  of  them  were  but  indif- 
ferent. The  house  was  generally  well  filled ; 
but,  as  the  price  of  admission  was  small,  the 
manager  and  actors  were  but  ill  repaid  ;  and 
tie  regretted  that  persons  who  possessed 
:alents  capable  of  appearing  on  a  stage,  and 
ivho  devoted  their  time  to  the  amusement  of 
:he  opulent,  should,  at  Toledo  at  least,  be  no 
l3etter  rewarded. 

As  James  had  paid  nothing  for  his  ad- 
mission to  the  theatre,*  he  resolved,  at  the 
manager's  and  actors'  benefit,  to  take  a  box, 
md  treat  all  the  members  of  Coger's  club 
to  the  play,  in  order  to  shew  his  grati- 
tude to  both  for  the  amusement  which  they 
bad  afforded  him.    By  these  and  other  means, 
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his  stock  of  money  was  much  diminished  ;J 
so  that  he  now  determined  to  leave  Toled< 
and  proceed  to  Madrid,  before  it  should 
entirely  expended.     Gorilla  pressed  him   tc 
stay  till  his  own  engagement  with  the  managei 
of  the  theatre  should  expire,  as  he  would  thei 
accompany  him  to   the  capital,  where  the; 
might   establish   themselves   as  a  jolnt-stoc] 
company  of  fiddlers.     But  James  could  no 
think  of  remaining  longer  at  Toledo  ;  so  tha 
Gorilla,  who  saw  that  he  was  bent  on  his  jour 
ney,  bought  him  a  fine  Gremona  fiddle,  whici 
might  be  useful  in  defraying   his  expenses 
James  now  proposed  to  set  off  immediately 
and  await  Gorilla's  arrival  at  Madrid ;  and 
that  they  might  the  more  easily  meet  with 
each  other,  it  was  agreed  that  Gorilla  should 
stand  for  ten  minutes  every  day  before  twelve 
o'clock  at  the  post-office,  with  his  bass-viol 
under  his  arm  ;  and   that  James  should  be 
daily  on  the  out-look,  at  the  time  and  place 
mentioned,  to  welcome  his  arrival. 
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This  arrangement  being  made,  James  took 
leave  of  Gorilla,  with  many  thanks  for  the 
fine  Cremona,  and  set  off  in  high  spirits  to 
visit  the  capital  of  Spain.  After  travelling  a 
considerable  distance,  he  became  faint  and 
weary ;  and,  in  order  to  refresh  himself,  he 
entered  a  small  inn  on  the  road-side,  the 
landlord  of  which  (an  old  man)  was,  from 
the  heat  of  the  day,  asleep  on  a  chair  at  the 
outside  of  the  door.  James  called  for  a  glass 
of  ale,  on  which  the  landlord  awoke,  exclaim- 
ing,— "  What  traveller  of  note  can  this  be 
who  calls  for  such  a  rare  and  expensive 
beverage  ?  The  last  ale  drunk  here  was  by 
the  Duke  de  Plencia,  on  the  day  after  his 
marriage  with  the  king's  sister." 

James  wondered  how  the  old  man  could 
take  him,  dressed  as  he  was  in  a  homely 
garb,  for  one  of  the  Spanish  grandees ;  but 
soon  perceived  that  he  was  almost  blind,  and 
that  he  had  mistaken  the  sleeve  of  his  shirt 
for  embroidered  satin. 
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Our  traveller  drank  off  the  jug  at  one 
draught,  saying, — *'  That's  excellent  beer, 
signer,  and  a  beverage  worthy  of  being  drunk 
by  the  best  noble  in  the  land."  "  Excellent, 
indeed,"**  replied  the  old  man, — "  that  ale  wa 
once  the  property  of  the  Duke  Alvaro  Sepento 
who  had  it  left  him  by  his  grandfather,  th( 
Cardinal  Feluco  de  Sebro;  but,  at  the  duke'i 
death,  the  ale,  like  all  worldly  things,  chang 
its  owner.  Pray,  will  you  only  let  me  smel 
the  jug  .'*'*■'  "  No,  good  master,"  said  James  ;— 
"  bring  another  bottle  here, — waiter !  why  d< 
you  allow  your  poor  old  father  to  sit  moping 
here, — his  eyes  dim  with  age,  and  his  eari 
dull  of  hearing, — while  his  tongue  is  as  dry 
and  parched  as  a  cinder,  you  lazy,  loitering, 
lubberly  dog  ?" 

For  a  moment,  James's  imagination  tran- 
sported him  beside  his  friend  and  instructor^ 
Don  Talbert,  who  was  peculiarly  fond  of  thai 
liquor,  which  brought  to  his  recollection  Di 
Goldsmith's  description  of  a  village  alehouse : 
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^^  how  lies  that  house  where  nut-brown  draughts  inspired. 

Where  graybeard  mirth,  and  smiling  toil  retired  ; 

Where  village  statesmen  talk'd  with  looks  profound, 

And  news  much  older  than  their  ale  went  round. 

Imagination  fondly  stoops  to  trace 

The  parlour-splendours  of  that  festive  place  ; 

The  whitewash'd  wall,  the  nicely  sanded  floor, 

The  varnish'd  clock  that  click'd  behind  the  door ; 

The  chest,  contrived  a  double  debt  to  pay, 

A  bed  by  night,  a  chest  of  draw'rs  by  day." 

"  Thanks,  signer,  and  noble  stranger,"  said 
the  old  man,  when  James  handed  him  the 
jug  ; — "  no  cavalier  like  you  has  been  in  my 
house  for  many  years.  My  sons  and  I  culti- 
vate the  vines  whi'ch  have  long  belonged  to 
the  family  of  Don  Sabilla  de  Seliva ;  and  I 
have  long  thirsted  for  a  glass  of  that  wonder- 
ful liquor, — my  service  to  you,  signor!"  So 
saying,  he  drank  nearly  the  whole  contents,  and 
^ave  James  the  remainder. 

*'  You'll  doubtless,"  resumed  the  old  man, 
"  have  heard  of  our  family  in  Spain  .f* — 
my     great    grandfather    was    upper   hostler 
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to  Philip  the  Second,  and  left  this  paternal 
estate  of  Sacchariva  Caribdo  de  la  Mentia, 
which  has  descended  to  me  by  right  of 
inheritance."  "  Here,  Sardo,"  said  he  to 
his  son; — "  place  on  the  table  this  instant 
the  ripest  and  the  richest  grapes ; — what  is 
there  in  Spain  that  should  not  be  at  the  ser- 
vice of  so  great  and  so  generous  a  cavalier  ? 
Here,  signor,  is  a  bottle  of  the  finest  and  the 
oldest  vintage  from  my  cellar.'"*  "  Sabilla 
Seliva,"  replied  James,  "  have  the  goodness 
to  desist ;  such  valuable  wine  is  for  the  pre- 
sent too  dear  for  my  finances  ;  the  common 
wine  of  Spain  is  cheap,  but  not  drinkable ; 
although  I  must  be  content  with  it,  or  some 
such  beverage,  till  I  can  afford  to  purchase 
better."  "  But  you  must,"  said  the  landlord, 
"  taste  of  the  bottle  now  presented,  to  drink 
my  health ;  as  I  always  treat  those  customers 
for  whom  I  take  a  liking  with  a  glass  or  two 
of  my  very  best."  James  then  took  a  glass  of 
the  wine,   which   he  pronounced  to  be  *'  be- 
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yond  all  praise ;"  and,  after  thanking  Sa- 
billa  Seliva^for  his  hospitahty,  and  wishing 
him  health  and  happiness,  departed  from  the 
inn  to  pursue  his  journey.  Having  proceeded 
a  few  miles,  he  arrived  at  another  inn,  where 
he  called  for  supper,  intending  to  remain  there 
all  night.  It  was  instantly  placed  upon  the 
table,  and  consisted  of  a  roasted  hen,  which 
had  been  prepared  for  the  first  traveller  that 
should  come,  of  dried  figs,  and  various  other 
fruits. 

After  supper  the  landlord  appeared,  and 
entered  into  conversation  with  James  about 
the  mode  of  living  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  He  said,  that  his  neighbours  were 
accustomed  to  give  splendid  dinners  and  sup- 
pers to  their  friends  ;  but  that,  for  his  part, 
he  had  not  adopted  such  a  practice  for  the 
following  reasons  : — In  the  first  place,  because 
entertainments  of  all  kinds  are  attended  with 
expense  ;  in  the  second  place,  because  a  land- 
lord, in  order  to  preserve  his  credit,  must  give 

VOL.  III.  F 


122   THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 

his  guests  the  very  best  of  every  thing  that  can 
be  procured  ;  and,  in  the  third  place,  because, 
whenever  he  gave  a  formal  treat  to  a  few 
friends,  it  was  generally  accompanied  with  so 
much  ceremony,  that,  if  a  fork,  a  spoon,  or 
even  a  piece  of  bread,  was  out  of  place,  his 
wife  was  so  enraged,  that  she  had  not  unfre- 
quently  taken  him  by  the  nose  for  it.  Be- 
sides, he  considered  the  entertaining  of  com- 
pany as  a  loss  of  time  ;  for,  when  he  invited 
people  to  dinner,  he  never  could  get  rid  of 
them ;  and  therefore  he  strongly  recommend- 
ed suppers  in  preference  to  dinners,  as  he  was 
certain  that  the  former  would  have  an  end, 
unless  the  company  fell  asleep, — a  circum- 
stance, he  said,  which  seldom  happened.  But 
if  the  guests  were  disposed  to  prolong  their 
stay,  the  best  way,  he  found,  to  get  clear  of 
them  was  to  lock  up  the  bottles,  as  they 
could  not  then  get  any  more  drink. 

He  also  mentioned  that,  when  any  of  his 
friends  who  were  fond  of  a  glass  came  to  see 
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him,  he  soon  cured  their  propensity  for  drink- 
ing, by  bringing  out  a  bottle  or  two  of 
wine,  well  diluted  with  water,  which  was 
so  nauseous,  that  they  voluntarily  agreed 
to  desert  the  diet  pro  loco  et  tempore.  As 
most  of  his  guests  were  particularly  fond 
of  bottled  ale,  and  would  have  drunk  such 
quantities  of  it  as  would  have  soon  exhausted 
his  cellar,  he  had  fallen,  he  said,  upon  an  ex- 
pedient to  save  it ; — for,  as  soon  as  one  bottle 
was  finished,  he  took  it  away,  filled  it  from 
the  cask,  corked  it  up,  and  again  placed  it  on 
the  table.  When  they  observed  this  practice, 
and  asked  why  two  or  three  bottles  were  not 
presented  at  once,  he  replied, — "  Because 
there  is  no  more  but  one  bottle  in  the  house." 
Being  thus  convinced  that  they  had  been 
drinking  only  ale  from  the  butt  all  the  time, 
which  was  considered  far  inferior  to  what  was 
bottled,  they  then  declined  accepting  any  more 
of  it,  and  thus  saved  the  expense  of  so  costly 
a  beverage. 

The  landlord  went  on,  mentioning  a  number 
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of  other  particulars,  with  such  volubihty,  that 
James  could  not  get  in  a  word  for  him  ;  and 
therefore  he  repaired  to  the  kitchen,  which 
was  neatly  fitted  up,  and  ornamented  with 
brass  plates  over  the  chimney-piece.  Here 
was  a  snug  fire,  with  a  cat  and  a  dog  lying  to- 
gether; while  the  landlady  at  one  side,  and 
her  two  daughters  at  the  other,  presented  a 
scene  of  comfort,  peace,  and  happiness,  that 
delighted  his  heart,  as  he  perceived  that  the 
most  substantial  blessings  of  life  are  generally 
most  enjoyed  by  persons  in  the  middling  and 
even  in  the  lower  classes  of  society. 

James  now  inquired  where  he  was  to  sleep  ; 
and  was  shewn  into  a  detached  room  behind  the 
kitchen.  Here  he  was  alarmed  by  an  unusual 
noise  ;  and  on  demanding  the  cause  of  it,  was 
informed  that  his  bed-room  was  adjacent  to  a 
mill,  which  never  ceased  going,  day  nor  night. 
On  learning  this,  he  endeavoured  to  compose 
himself  to  sleep  ;  but,  after  having  enjoyed 
repose  for  a  short  time,  he  was  awaked  by  a 
loud  sound  occasioned  by  a  gush  of  water  a^ 
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the  foot  of  his  bed,  which  rushed  in  with  such 
violence  as  to  bespatter  the  sheets  and  blankets. 
On  looking  up,  he  was  astonished  to  find  him- 
self almost  afloat ;  and,  jumping  out  of  bed, 
he  waded  through  the  room  knee  deep,  and 
with  some  difficulty  opened  the  door,  which 
admitted  the  water  into  the  kitchen,  whereby 
the  maid  was  so  frightened  that  she  screamed 
out  as  if  she  had  been  drowning.  The  alarm 
was  soon  given ;  on  which  the  sluices  were  im- 
mediately stopped,  and  the  water  was  with- 
drawn from  the  mill,  so  that  no  more  was  suf- 
fered to  enter  the  house.  But  there  was 
enough  in  it  already  to  do  a  great  deal  of 
mischief;  for  James'  clothes  were  all  floating 
about,  completely  soaked  with  water ;  while 
the  chairs  in  the  room  and  kitchen  were  dashed 
about  by  its  violence,  and  very  nearly  broken 
to  pieces. 

On  investiffatino^  the  cause  of  this  inunda- 
tion,  it  was  found  to  have  proceeded  from  the 
bursting  of  a  decayed  board,  which  served  as 
a  partition  betwixt  the  house  and  the  mill,  and 
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thus  admitted  such  a  quantity  of  water  as  had 
nearly  produced  very  fatal  consequences.  Our 
traveller  having  made  this  narrow  escape  from 
being  drowned  on  land,  and  in  a  house  too, 
thought  it  high  time  to  leave  a  place  where 
he  had  been  exposed  to  such  imminent  dan- 
ger ;  and  accordingly,  after  getting  his  clothes 
wrung  and  dried,  he  resolved  to  pursue  his 
journey,  even  though  it  was  the  middle  of  the 
night.  For  he  was  apprehensive  of  running 
an  additional  risk  from  fire  as  well  as  from 
water ;  since  the  house  was  built  of  wood,  and 
filled  with  peats,  besides  being  adjacent  to  a 
joiner's  shop  ;  so  that  nothing  but  combusti- 
ble materials  was  to  be  seen  within  and  around 
it.  Indeed,  it  was  a  wonder  that  this  inn, 
situate  as  it  was,  escaped  destruction  ;  as  the 
least  spark  of  fire  falling,  either  within  or  with- 
out it,  would  have  set  the  peats  or  timber  in 
a  blaze,  and  burnt  the  whole  premises  to  the 
ground. 

James  having  as  great  a  dread  of  being 
burned  as  drowned  alive,  immediately  set  off 
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from  the  inn,  and  travelled  with  all  speed,  till 
he  reached  Selleny,  in  the  evening  of  next 
day.  This  town  was  remarkable  for  being 
without  either  a  steeple  or  a  church  ;  although 
it  was  extremely  populous  for  its  extent.  Our 
traveller,  on  entering  the  first  inn  he  came  to, 
and  inquiring  for  a  room  where  he  might  sup, 
learned  that  there  was  none  for  him  unless  he 
chose  to  join  a  party  of  the  townVpeople,  who 
occupied  a  large  apartment  up  stairs.  He 
was  therefore  obliged  to  do  so  ;  and  had  not 
sat  above  ten  minutes  when  supper  was  pro- 
duced on  the  table,  round  which  about  twenty 
cavaliers,  of  rather  a  better  class  than  the  com- 
mon people,  ranged  themselves  to  partake  of 
the  repast. 

From  their  tone  of  speech  and  mode  of 
conversation,  however,  James  perceived  that 
they  were  a  gathering  of  all  sorts,  although 
most  likely  possessed  of  some  money  ;  for, 
in  many  towns  in  Spain,  the  distinctions 
of  rank  are  not  so  rigidly  observed,  but  that 
persons  of  the  third  class,  who  have  wealth. 


128    THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 

may  be  admitted  into  the  second ;  and  those 
of  the  second  into  the  first,  provided  they  can 
act  their  part  with  some  degree  of  propriety. 

Such  is  the  deference  paid,  even  to  appear- 
ance, in  many  parts  of  Spain,  that  if  a  man 
who  is  not  worth  a  ducat  only  dresses  well, 
looks  big,  and  wears  spectacles,  he  is  forth- 
with taken  notice  of,  and  readily  welcomed 
into  every  company  wherever  he  can  thrust 
his  nose,  although  he  rather  deserves  to  have 
it  twisted  for  his  impudence.  This  system 
of  etiquette  James  reprobated  as  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  true  decorum,  which  ought 
to  regulate  the  distinctions  of  life ;  and  he 
considered  it  the  more  baneful,  as  the  petulant 
were  thereby  taught  to  affect  a  superiority 
over  the  modest  and  deserving.  Accordingly 
James  had  observed,  in  several  of  the  Spanish 
cities,  that  some  of  the  most  worthless  inhabi- 
tants assumed  a  high  supercilious  dignity,  as 
if  they  were  the  governors  or  proprietors  of 
the  place ;  although  they  had  neither  rank, 
nor  riches,   nor  wisdom,   to  give  them    any 
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claim  to  authority  over  their  fellow-citizens. 
Indeed  the  only  quality  which  they  possess- 
ed was  pride,  which  James  thought  was  not 
made  either  for  man  or  woman  ;  and  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  the  only  case  in  which  it 
ought  to  influence  human  conduct  is,  where  it 
inspires  the  mind  with  a  superiority  over  every 
base  and  mean  action. 

The  pride  of  these  soi-disant  cavaliers,  how- 
ever, exhibited  itself  in  pretending  to  great- 
ness which  they  did  not  possess ;  in  assuming 
dignities  to  which  they  had  no  right ;  and  in 
looking  down  upon  citizens  who,  in  point  of 
wealth,  education,  and  knowledge,  were  very 
far  superior  to  themselves.  These  high  men 
even  laid  claim  to  distinction,  because  in  their 
youth  they  had  been  taught  Greek  and  Latin 
at  the  high  schools  of  their  respective  cities ; 
although,  when  they  grew  up,  not  one  in 
twenty  could  translate  a  line  of  Virgil,  or  read 
a  verse  of  Homer,  even  with  the  help  of  a 
dictionary.    Indeed,  their  YirgWs  and  Homera 
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were  a  collection  of  musty  ledgers  piled  up  in 
fire  presses,  to  give  at  least  a  shew  of  busi- 
ness ;  although  lots  of  old  books,  bought  at 
auctions  for  that  purpose,  had  the  same  effect 
of  imposing  on  the  world,  as  it  was  an  ex- 
cellent expedient  for  the  purpose  of  making 
every  thing  appear  great,  being  in  uniformity 
with  their  system  oi  greatness. 

But  so  far  was  James  from  estimating 
others  by  their  pretensions  and  external  ap- 
pearance, that  he  regarded  the  mind  as  the 
only  standard  of  true  worth  in  every  human 
character;  and  considered  that,  as  a  man 
who  has  a  crooked  neck  cannot  make  it 
straight  by  holding  up  his  head  and  putting 
on  airs,  so  neither  can  a  coxcomb  become  a 
man  of  sense  by  wearing  spectacles  and  look- 
ing wise.  Indeed,  he  found  that  none  assumed 
'  those  artificial  appearances  but  the  supercili- 
ous and  frivolous,  the  silly  and  impertinent ; 
and  therefore,  instead  of  paying  them  re- 
spect, he  pitied  them,  as  fools  who  should  be 
held  in  contempt. 
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Although  he  had  done  every  thing  in  his 
power,  both  by  precept  and  example,  to  cure 
men  of  these  foibles,  yet  all  his  exertions  were 
utterly  fruitless ;  as  they  still  prevailed,  not 
only  among  those  whose  manners  were  formed 
upon  the  etiquette  of  polished  life,  but  also 
among  men  who  have  little  or  no  opportunity 
of  imitating  fashionable  modes  of  behaviour. 
Accordingly  he  found  that,  in  seaport  towns, 
ship-captains,  mates,  and  every  petty  officer, 
had  imbibed  the  same  notions  from  their  em- 
ployers ;  and  that,  although  they  were  suffi- 
ciently courteous  and   submissive   on  shore, 
they  played  the  very  tyrants  while   at  sea. 
James  therefore   thought  that,   if  he   could 
not  reform  the  manners  of  men  who  lived  in 
civilized  society,  it  was  still  more  impractic- 
able to  change  the  dispositions  of  those  whose 
peculiar   habits   rendered  them  incapable  of 
moral  discipline   or   improvement  ;    and,   in 
short,  that  it  seemed  a  hopeless  task  to  at- 
tempt the  reformation  of  mankind  at  all. 
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Such  being  the  senthnents  suggested  to  our 
traveller,  on  thinking  of  the  persons  into  whose 
company  he  had  been  introduced,  he  now  en- 
deavoured to  ascertain  more  correctly  their 
different  characters,  from  certain  tests  which 
he  applied  in  judging  of  those  he  met  with. 
For  this  purpose,  he  took  particular  notice 
of  the  motions  of  their  knives  and  forks ;  as 
he  had  often  found,  that  these  indicate  a 
man's  profession  and  habits  with  greater  accu- 
racy than  any  other  peculiarities  of  behaviour. 
Accordingly,  by  this  test,  he  perceived  a  glut- 
ton at  one  corner  of  the  table,  and  an  epicure 
at  another ;  a  coxcomb  on  the  right  side,  and 
a  dandy  on  the  left ;  a  country  clown,  with 
his  chair  set  awry,  and  his  arms  on  the  table ; 
a  country  mason,  who  let  fall  from  his  fork 
the  slices  he  had  cut  before  they  reached  his 
mouth;  and  a  hungry  man,  from  the  enor- 
mous quantity  of  food  he  devoured ;  so  that,  in 
short,  none  of  the  company  escaped  his  obser- 
vation. 
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He  noticed  also,  that  some  of  them  used 
the  fork  instead  of  the  knife,  and  in  such 
a  particular,  indescribable  manner,  that  one 
would  have  thought  this  way  of  eating  had 
become  a  science.  Another  rested  his  left  arm 
on  the  corner  of  the  table,  to  display  the 
ruffle  of  his  shirt  to  advantage,  and  the  fork 
in  point-blank,  as  if  to  ward  off  a  blow,  hke  a 
boarding-pike.  A  third  had  a  peculiar  knack 
at  breaking  a  piece  of  bread  with  elegance ; 
while  a  fourth  drew  back  his  arm  with  a  jerk, 
as  if  his  hand  had  come  in  contact  with  a 
greyhound's  '^old  nose ;  and  a  sixth  held  an 
egg  in  his  left  hand,  while,  with  a  peculiar 
cut  from  a  knife,  he  knocked  off  the  top.  At 
this  silly  feat  of  dexterity  many  of  them  ex- 
pressed their  wonder ;  and  two  or  three  even 
tried  to  do  the  same,  as  if  it  had  been  a 
wonderful  feat.  He  observed  likewise,  that 
some  had  done  eating  sooner  than  others, 
either  because  they  ate  less  or  faster ;  and 
were  then  at  a  great  loss  how  to  dispose  of 
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themselves  till  the  cloth  was  removed.  For 
want  of  better  employment,  they  had  recourse 
to  their  tooth-pick,  which  procured  the  follow- 
ing advantages — of  serving  to  amuse  them, 
preventing  any  one  from  asking  questions, 
and  saving  them  the  trouble  of  returning 
answers.  That  a  tooth -pick  was  often  used 
for  these  purposes,  appeared  from  an  instance 
which  James  observed,  that  one  of  the  com- 
pany picked  his  teeth  with  one,  although 
he  had   supped   merely  on  jelly  and  blam- 


There  were  several  other  peculiarities, 
whereby  the  tastes,  habits,  and  frivolities  of 
the  company  were  discovered ;  for  some  drank 
beer,  others  wine,  and  a  few  brandy.  Most 
of  them  also  carried  snuff-boxes,  about  a  dozen 
of  which  were  constantly  perambulating  the 
table ;  although  those  who  had  gold  or  silver 
ones  either  kept  them  in  their  own  hands,  or 
confined  them  to  their  neighbours.  There  were 
also  two  or  three  who  had  snuff-boxes,  which 
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they  were  fond  of  displaying  on  account  of 
their  peculiar  value,  from  being  embossed 
with  an  engraving,  bearing  an  inscription, 
such  as, — 

"  A  B  from  his  friend,  C  D/* 

*'  From  the  Society  of  Arts  at  Toledo,  to 
E  F,  for  his  Essay  on  Spinning-wheels." 

"  To  G  H,  for  his  Essay  upon  an  Im- 
proved Method  of  snuffing  a  Candle ;  for  his 
very  great  and  useful  discovery  of  a  Cheese- 
toaster  ;  for  his  new  Invention  of  a  Roast- 
ing-jack ;  or,  for  that  of  a  wonderful  Pen,  Sec.'"* 

Besides  these  kinds  of  snuff-boxes,  there 
were  many  others,  remarkable  for  being  either 
family-relics,  or  made  of  melted  lava,  or  com- 
posed of  potatoes  ;  all  of  which  their  owners 
were  so  anxious  to  display,  that  the  company 
agreed  to  examine  the  whole  of  them,  one 
after  another,  so  that  each  might  receive  its 
meed  of  admiration,  and  the  person  to  whom 
it  belonged  be  entitled  to  some  peculiar  token 
of  respect.     Although  a  desire  for  such  trif- 


136   THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 

ling  marks  of  distinction  shewed  the  frivolity 
of  the  company  assembled,  yet  James  consi- 
dered it  innocent  at  least,  if  not  laudable ; 
for,  thought  he,  unless  rewards  were  confer- 
red for  ingenious  inventions,  many  things 
might  remain  undiscovered ;  so,  when  one  man 
gets  a  snufF-box  or  a  piece  of  plate  from  a 
society,  as  a  token  of  his  merit,  another  is  in- 
duced to  exert  himself  also,  in  order  to  pro- 
cure some  reward  for  his  discovery  also.  In 
this  respect,  then,  even  the  most  trifling  marks 
of  esteem  served  as  a  stimulus  to  genius  or 
activity  ;  and  therefore  they  were  not  to  be  de- 
spised, but  valued,  not  for  themselves  indeed, 
but  for  the  beneficial  effects  resulting  from 
them. 

Our  traveller  having  made  these  remarks 
on  the  company,  next  surveyed  the  room 
where  they  were  assembled,  which  was  embel- 
lished by  a  great  assemblage  of  silver-plate, 
and  as  elegantly  fitted  up  as  any  hotel  he  had 
ever  seen.     But  he  could  not  conjecture  for 
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what  purpose  such  a  number  of  persons  as 
composed  the  company  could  assemble,  as  no 
sort  of  conversation  passed  among  them ;  al- 
though he  had  received  a  good  deal  of  addi- 
tional information  on  the  peculiarities  of  man- 
kind, from  being  introduced  into  their  society  ; 
and,  after  paying  his  share  of  the  bill,  he  took 
his  hat,  and  bade  them  good  night. 

Next  day,  James  learned  that  there  was  to 
be  an  election  of  magistrates  for  the  town 
during  the  ensuing  year ;  and,  as  he  appre- 
hended that  there  might  be  some  disturbances, 
both  from  political  squabbles  and  from  drun- 
ken frays,  he  therefore  settled  with  his  land- 
lord, left  Selleny,  and  proceeded  to  Madrid, 
which  he  reached  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  Madrid,  the  capital  of  Spain,  is 
an  elegant  city,  in  the  form  of  a  square,  en- 
closed all  around  with  squares  surrounded  by 
a  wall,  which  has  fourteen  gates,  one  of  which, 
denominated  the  gate  of  Alcala,  is  very  mag- 
nificent. James  having  spent  some  time  in 
surveying  the  city,  took  up  his  lodgings  at  a 
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small  inn,  where  he  examined  his  wardrobe, 
and  was  in  no  small  doubt  whether  he  should 
appear  as  a  don,  a  quaker,  or  a  lackey  ; 
(for  he  had  all  the  dresses  suitable  for  these 
different  characters ;)  and  being  yet  undeter- 
mined how  to  act,  he  required  some  time  to 
consider  the  matter,  because  the  dress  he 
assumed  must  agree  with  the  part  he  was  to 
perform. 

Madrid  being  the  capital  of  the  king- 
dom, he  intended  to  play  as  good  a  part  in 
it  as  possible ;  so,  after  getting  possession  of 
a  good  bed-room,  he  resolved  to  appear  as  a 
great  man ;  and  therefore  selected  the  most 
splendid  dress  in  his  trunk,  in  preference  to 
either  his  quaker''s  or  lackey''s  apparel.  For 
he  foresaw  that,  if  he  put  on  the  Jriend's 
dress,  he  might  fall  in  with  some  of  that  sect ; 
and,  should  he  not  be  able  to  tell  them  that 
their  founder  was  George  Fox,  born  in  the 
city  of  Drayton,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
A.D.  1624,  he  might  be  detected  as  an  impos- 
tor; and  that,  if  he  put  on  the  dress  of  a  lackey, 
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he  would  most  likely  be  turned  to  the  door,  un- 
less he  were  seeking  employment  in  that  line. 
Having  accordingly  dressed  himself  as  a 
don^  in  the  elegant  attire  presented  to  him  by 
the  ladies  of  Tavira,  adorned  with  the  beaver 
and  plumes  of  feathers,  he  walked  down  stairs 
to  the  room  where  several  travellers  and  per- 
sons of  note  were  sitting,  some  of  whom  were 
drinking  tea  or  coffee,  while  others  were  en- 
gaged in  reading  the  newspapers.  James  no 
sooner  entered,  than  they  all  rose  up ;  while 
one  of  them  respectfully  begged  to  say,  that 
he  must  have  mistaken  the  room,  as  this  was 
not  fit  for  such  a  cavalier;  but  that  there 
were  rooms  up  stairs  elegantly  furnished,  and 
suited  for  the  accommodation  of  nobles  and 
other  great  men  like  himself.  James  told 
them  that  he  was  not  so  great  a  man  as 
they  supposed  him  to  be  ; — that  he  had 
dresses  of  various  kinds ; — and  that,  out  of 
honour  and  respect  for  the  persons  among 
whom  he  intended  to  reside  fof  a  short  time. 
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he  had  put  on  his  best.  From  this  account 
which  he  gave  of  himself,  they  at  once  con- 
cluded him  to  be  an  actor ;  but,  as  James 
took  hold  of  the  chair  and  sat  down  upon  it 
like  ordinary  persons,  their  opinion  of  him 
was  instantly  changed,  although  they  could 
not  conjecture  who  or  what  he  was. 

As  some  newspapers  lay  on  the  table,  he 
took  up  one  of  them,  which  happened  to  be  the 
Madrid  Gazette,  and  was  astonished  to  find  in 
it  an  advertisement  offering  a  reward  for  his 
discovery,  to  be  paid  by  the  publishers  of 
that  paper.  In  this  advertisement  his  various 
dresses  were  accurately  and  minutely  de- 
scribed ; — intimation  was  given  of  the  several 
places  where  he  had  been  seen  in  the  habit  of 
a  sailor,  of  a  quaker,  and  of  a  grandee ; — nay, 
the  very  garb  which  he  wore  at  that  moment 
was  so  particularly  specified,  that  he  conceived 
it  impossible  to  escape  discovery,  should  he 
venture  out  with  it  into  the  street.  He  now 
became  so  much  alarmed,  even  for  the  waiters 
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and  servants  at  the  inn,  that  he  trembled  from 
head  to  foot,  and  was  so  much  agitated  as  to 
astonish  the  company,  who  now  asked  what 
was  the  matter  with  him  ?  He  made  no  reply  ; 
but,  looking  anxiously  towards  the  lower  end 
of  the  room,  where  hung  a  great  number  of 
cloaks  and  great-coats,  he  proceeded  thither, 
and  took  off  one  from  a  peg,  which  he  in- 
tended to  throw  over  his  dress,  to  -onccal  it 
from  the  waiters  until  he  should  reach  his  own 
room.  He  had  no  sooner  taken  down  the  cloak, 
than  one  of  the  company  civilly  said  to  him, 
— "  That  is  mine,  signor."" 

"  I  beg  pardon,'"*  said  James;  and  hung  it 
up  again. 

From  this  circumstance,  the  rest  of  the 
company  watched  James''s  motions,  and  soon 
observed  him  take  down  a  great-coat,  which 
he  thought  would  suit  his  purpose  equally 
well ;  upon  which  another  person  exclaimed, 
— "  What  do  you  mean,  signor,  by  attempt- 
ing to  carry  off  my  coat  ? — you  must  surely 
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be    a    thief,    or    a    sharper,    instead    of    a 
grandee  !'' 

James  was  now  ashamed  of  himself,  and  at 
a  loss  what  to  do;  but  his  imagination  in- 
stantly suggested  a  plan  to  escape  detection  ; 
for,  on  coming  down  stairs,  he  had  observed 
that  the  waiters  were  all  at  breakfast,  and 
therefore  not  likely  to  come  into  the  room  ; — 
so,  drawing  in  a  chair  close  to  the  fire,  he  pre- 
tended to  fall  a  shivering,  and  said  that,  feeling 
himself  very  cold,  he  had  merely  wished  to  throw 
one  of  the  cloaks  or  great-coats  over  him  in 
going  up  stairs.  Upon  this  one  of  the  company 
offered  to  pull  the  bell,  to  request  the  waiter  to 
conduct  him  up  stairs ;  but  James  would  not 
permit  him,  being  as  much  afraid  of  a  disco- 
very by  the  waiters,  who,  he  knew,  would  do 
any  thing  for  money,  as  ever  he  was  of  the 
Inquisition  ; — and  therefore,  thinking  that 
no  time  should  be  lost,  he  laid  hold  of  a  green 
baize  cloth  which  covered  a  table  at  the  side 
of  the  room,  and  he  threw  it  over  his  shoul- 
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ders;  then  ran  up  stairs  as  fast  as  his  legs 
could  carry  him.  This  unusual  kind  of  ap- 
pendage to  his  dress  did  not  escape  the  notice 
of  the  waiters  in  the  kitchen,  who  immediately 
ran  up  after  him,  crying  out — ''  What  are 
you  doing  with  the  green  cloth  P""*  But  James 
reached  his  room  before  them  ;  then  flinging 
the  cloth  out  at  the  edge  of  the  door,  he  locked 
himself  in,  happy  that  he  was  now  out  of  dan- 
ger. In  the  meantime,  the  whole  house  was 
in  an  uproar  about  the  new  guest;  and  the 
persons  in  the  coffee-room,  who  had  various 
opinions  about  him,  could  not  account  for  his 
conduct  on  any  other  supposition  than  that 
he  was  deranged. 

James  being  now  bolted  in  his  room,  would 
willingly  have  thrown  himself  out  at  the  win- 
dow, had  it  not  been  for  his  trunk,  which  he 
could  not  convey  in  this  manner  out  of  the 
house.  But,  having  cast  off  his  splendid  at- 
tire, and  put  on  a  suit  composed  partly  of  the 
quaker's  and  lackey's  dress,  he  rang  the  bell, 
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and  requested  the  waiter  to  send  for  a  coach. 
It  was  soon  at  the  door ;  and  James  having 
paid  for  his  charges  at  the  inn,  and  given  the 
Avaiters  their  allowance,  put  his  trunk  into  the 
coach,  and  drove  off,  telling  the  coachman  to 
convey  him  to  any  kind  of  inn,  at  least  half  a 
mile  distant  from  the  one  they  had  left. 

In  this  manner  James  made  another  narrow 
escape,  if  not  from  danger,  at  least  from  dis- 
grace, to  which  he  would  have  been  exposed, 
had  he  been  recognised  as  the  person  an- 
nounced in  the  newspapers  ;  as  he  would  have 
been  stigmatized  as  a  fugitive  and  a  vagabond. 
Being  thus  constantly  involved  in  mishaps, 
he  began  to  reflect  on  the  miserable  sort  of 
life  he  was  now  leading,  and  heartily  wished 
that  he  were  once  more  settled  at  the  Castle  of 
Carvanty.  This  impression  was  rendered 
more  serious  from  an  extraordinary  circum- 
stance, that  the  inn  where  he  had  taken  up  his 
lodgings  caught  fire  that  very  night ;  and,  as 
his  room  was  on  the  upper  flat,  it  was  soon  in 
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a  blaze  from  the  flames  which  ascended 
the  staircase.  After  groping  about  for  his 
trunk,  which  he  could  not  see  from  the  vo- 
lumes of  smoke,  he  was  glad  to  clamber  out 
at  the  window,  and  got  upon  an  adjoining 
building,  where  he  had  not  remained  ten  mi- 
nutes, when  the  roof  of  the  apartment  which 
he  had  occupied  fell  in  with  a  tremendous 
crash. 

He  thus  made  a  very  narrow  escape  from 
being  burned  alive ; — ^but  what  he  was  now 
to  do,  after  losing  his  trunk,  his  money, 
and  his  clothes,  he  could  not  determine  ;  for 
he  had  merely  the  quaker''s  dress  upon  his 
back,  but  not  even  a  real  in  his  pocket,  and 
no  other  prospect  except  that  of  want  and 
starvation.  He  did  not  even  know  how  to 
get  down  from  the  top  of  the  house  to  the 
street ;  but  clambered  along  several  roofs  till 
he  should  find  some  place  for  descending,  till 
at  last  he  came  to  a  house  where  he  heard  the 
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sound  of  music.  Here  he  stopped  and  listened 
a  few  minutes ;  and,  perceiving  by  the  moon- 
light that  the  window  of  the  upper  story  was 
open,  he  slipped  down,  and  was  descending 
the  stair  when  a  servant  discovered  him,  and 
ran  into  the  room  to  tell  his  master  that  a 
stranger  of  suspicious  appearance  was  stand- 
ing in  the  staircase.  The  gentleman  to  whom 
the  house  belonged  was  a  Don  Lamando,  who 
immediately  proceeded  up  stairs,  and,  finding 
James  leaning  on  the  rail  of  the  second  story, 
demanded,  in  a  tone  of  surprise  and  anger, 
to  know  how  he  came  there,  and  what  he 
wanted  ? 

"  I  am,"  said  James,  *'  a  traveller,  and  a 
stranger  in  Madrid  ; — last  night  I  took  lodg- 
ings in  the  Hotel  de  Flanders  in  this  street ; 
but  it  is  at  this  moment  in  flames,  whereby 
all  my  trunks  and  money  are  lost.  As  my 
loom  was  in  the  upper  story  of  the  inn,  I 
escaped  to  the  roof,  whence  I  found  no  way 
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of  descending  to  the  street  but  by  the  garret- 
window  of  this  house,  which  happened  to  be 
open ;  and  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  for 
this  intrusion." 

Don  Lamando  was  fully  satisfied  with  the 
apology  he  made,  and  gave  orders  to  his 
servant  to  prepare  a  room  for  him,  where  he 
might  sleep  all  night.  As  Lamando  pitied 
James  for  his  misfortunes,  he  also  invited  him 
to  breakfast  next  morning,  and  again  repaired 
to  the  company  which  he  had  left.  Our 
traveller  now  went  to  bed,  where  he  rumi- 
nated long  on  the  fate  which  had  befallen 
him  that  day. 

Lamando  was  a  good  man,  as  he  delighted 
to  befriend  others  whether  they  were  in  dis- 
tress or  not ;  and  he  was  at  this  time  one  of 
the  magistrates  of  the  city  of  Madrid.  The 
only  foible  of  his  character  was  a  strong  pre- 
dilection for  company;  and  accordingly  he 
had  regularly  three  parties  every  week  in  his 
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house ;— the  first  of  which  was  a  musical 
party ;  the  second,  a  card  party ;  and  the  third 
a  dancing  party, — which  happened  to  be  the 
one  convened  this  evening,  and  which  was 
kept  up  till  a  late  hour. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Next  morning  James  came  down  to  break- 
fast, and  was  kindly  received  by  Don  La- 
mando,  who  asked  him  all  the  particulars 
about  the  fire  at  the  inn,  and  the  account  of 
the  loss  he  had  thereby  sustained.  Our  tra- 
veller gave  him  a  minute  account  of  his  late 
travels,  and  especially  of  the  risk  he  had  run, 
within  the  last  fortnight,  of  being  both 
drowned  and  burned ;  whereby  he  excited 
not  only  the  surprise,  but  also  the  pity  of 
Lamando  for  his  misfortunes. 

This  gentleman  therefore  requested  James 
to  remain  in  his  house,  till  his  friend  Gorilla, 
whom  he  expected  from  Toledo,  should  ar- 
rive in  Madrid.  James  said  that  he  had  no 
objection,  provided  he  could  be  in  any  man- 
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ner  useful  to  the  family,  and  proposed  to 
serve  in  the  capacity  of  a  livery-servant,  and 
wait  at  table,  or  do  any  thing  else  that  he 
could  undertake.  Lamando  asked,  in  return, 
whether,  in  the  course  of  his  travels,  he  had 
ever  been  obliged  to  work  ? — and  James  re- 
plied, that  he  had  experienced  almost  every 
vicissitude  of  fortune ; — that  he  had  at  one 
time  appeared  as  a  grandee  ;  but,  by  unfore- 
seen accidents,  he  had  been  forced  to  turn  a 
quack-doctor  and  a  strolling  musician ;  and, 
by  still  more  adverse  circumstances,  been  re- 
duced to  the  necessity  of  earning  his  bread  as 
a  sailor,  a  cooper,  a  waiter,  and  a  lackey. 

As  James  enumerated  the  various  lines  of 
life  in  which  he  had  acted,  Lamando  looked 
with  wonder  at  his  guest ;  but  when  he  men- 
tioned that  he  was  a  musician,  his  host  started 
from  the  chair,  exclaiming,—"  What !  can 
you  perform  on  the  viohn.?" — at  the  same 
time  opening  a  press,  and  handing  a  fiddle  to 
him   to   try  his  skill.     Our  traveller,   after 
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screwing  up  the  strings,  and  putting  it  in 
tune,  played  an  air  ?with  which  Lamando 
was  quite  delighted,— and  now  thought  that 
his  guest  would  be  a  great  acquisition,  not 
only  in  saving  one  fiddler  at  least  at  his  mu- 
sical parties,  but  also  in  amusing  himself 
whenever  he  wished  to  hear  music  with  taste 
and  melody.  James  was  no  less  pleased  to 
find  his  host  so  kind  and  affectionate,  and 
reckoned  himself  fortunate  in  having  met 
with  such  a  friend ;  and  he  had  reason  to  be 
thankful  that,  in  the  midst  of  all  his  misfor- 
tunes, he  had  generally  fallen  in  with  per- 
sons who,  however  eccentric  in  some  respects, 
had  always  shewn  him  the  greatest  hospi- 
tality. 

James  now  engaged  to  act  as  butler  for  the 
time,— to  go  errands,  and  carry  letters  to  or 
from  the  post-office, — to  bring  in  the  news- 
papers, look  after  the  wine-cellar,  attend  as 
assistant  at  the  evening-parties,  perform  on 
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the  violin  during  the  dancing-nights,  and ^  in 
short,  to  make  himself  useful  in  any  respect 
whatever.  Don  Lamando  most  readily  agreed 
to  engage  him  for  these  purposes,  promising 
to  reward  him  well  for  his  services ;  so  that 
James,  who,  a  day  before,  was  an  outcast  on 
the  world,  now  found  himself  provided  for  in 
the  acquisition  of  a  generous  friend,  and  thus 
afforded  an  example  to  others,  that  although 
an  honest  man  may  be  reduced  to  embarrass- 
ment for  a  time,  yet  he  will  be  relieved  from  it 
sooner  perhaps  than  he  expected,  and,  in  spite 
of  adverse  circumstances,  be  again  supplied 
with  the  means  of  subsistence  and  comfort. 

One  day  Lamando  being  alone,  invited 
James  to  dine  with  him  (a  circumstance 
which  to  some  may  appear  singular) ;  and,  af- 
ter dinner,  began  to  express  his  estimation 
for  him  as  a  man  of  talents  and  worth,  and 
to  mention  that  he  intended  to  leave  him  a 
portion  of  his  wealth,  of  which,  he  said,  he 
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had  more  than  he  required  ;  "  for,"  continued 
he,  "  I  must  tell  you,  that  I  possess  a  hidden 
treasure.'' 

"  Indeed  V  exclaimed  James ;  "  I  find  that 
hidden  treasures  are  very  plentiful  in  this 
country.*" 

"  How  do  you  know  that?"  asked  La- 
mando. 

"  Because,"  replied  James,  *'  I  have  often 
heard  of  them,  although  I  have  never  seen 
any ;  but,  were  I  to  discover  one,  I  should 
travel  no  more  for  the  reformation  of  man- 
kind." 

Lamando  expressed  his  regret  that  so  intel- 
ligent a  man  as  he  was  should  be  obliged  to 
work  for  subsistence  while  engaged  in  such  a 
cause ;  at  the  same  time  signifying,  that  he 
would  endeavour  to  render  his  condition  com- 
fortable. 

Having  said  this,  he  offered  to  shew  James 
the  hidden  treasure  which  he  possessed,  on 
condition  that  he  would  not  presume  to  enter 
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the  place  where  it  was  deposited.  James 
having  promised  that  he  would  not,  Lamando 
brought  out  from  his  desk  a  bunch  of  keys, 
and  then  conducted  his  guest  through  several 
streets,  till  they  came  to  a  gate,  which  he 
opened,  and  locked  behind  him.  Lamando 
then  led  James  to  a  summer-house  in  his  gar- 
den, desiring  liim  to  remain  there  until  his  r^ 
turn. 

In  the  meantime  Lamando  proceeded  to  a 
small  house,  in  which  was  a  concealed  trap- 
door, which  he  opened,  and  then  descended 
a  stair  that  led  to  a  vault  under  ground, 
wherein  was  a  strong  iron  box,  fastened  with 
a  padlock,  which  he  forced  by  touching  a  se^ 
cret  spring.  Within  this  box  was  another, 
fastened  also  with  a  padlock,  which  he  opened 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  outer-box,  al- 
though with  a  different  key,  so  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  any  one  to  unlock  it  but  himself. 
In  this  inner-box  there  was  an  immense  quan- 
tity of  gold  deposited  in  bags,  and  in  strong 
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worsted  stockings,  the  number  of  which 
amounted  to  more  than  a  hundred ;  but,  as 
Lamando  had  no  need  for  a  large  supply  at 
once,  he  took  out  only  about  the  half  of  what 
a  bag  contained,  locked  up  the  box  again, 
and  returned  to  the  summer-house,  where  he 
displayed  to  his  guest  this  part  of  his  con- 
cealed treasure.  James  no  sooner  saw  it  than 
he  jumped  three  feet  high,  and  said,  that  he 
had  often  heard  of  hidden  treasures,  but  had 
never  seen  any,  although  he  now  firmly  be- 
lieved in  their  existence,  and  wished  to  know 
why  they  happened  to  be  so  numerous  in  that 
country. 

Lamando  told  him,  that  all  the  wealthy 
people  in  Madrid  had  a  hidden  treasure,  which 
they  generally  kept  either  in  their  banking- 
houses  or  their  own  houses ;  but,  as  he  was 
not  a  banker,  he  could  not  therefore  deposite 
his  in  a  bank,  neither  did  he  choose  to  keep  it 
in  his  house,  lest  it  should  be  discovered  by 
inquisitive   persons ;   although   it  was  quite 
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safe  in  the  garden,  as  he  often  worked  there, 
and  by  that  means  avoided  all  suspicions  that 
he  sometimes  went  thither  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  himself  with  cash.  James  ap- 
pi'oved  highly  of  Lamando's  contrivance ;  but 
alleged  that,  if  none  of  his  family  knew 
where  the  treasure  was  concealed,,  and  if  he 
should  die  unexpectedly  without  divulging 
the  secret,  they  would  probably  never  dis- 
cover it,  and  thus  derive  no  benefit  from  so 
valuable  a  legacy. 

In  reply  to  this  objection  against  his  mode 
of  concealing  the  treasure,  Lamando  told 
James  that  he  had  another  small  iron  chest, 
built  into  the  wall  of  his  house,  which  he  oc- 
casionally opened  in  the  presence  of  his  son 
and  daughter,  to  shew  them  that  nothing  was 
kept  there  but  his  own  papers,  among  which 
was  one  giving  an  account  of  the  hidden  trea- 
sures. 

James  was  now  satisfied  that  his  friend  was 
a  cautious  man,    who   provided   against   all 
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possible  contingencies,  and  thought  that  he 
himself  would  not  be  the  worse  for  having 
a  few  of  the  gold  doublons,  although  he 
acknowledged  that,  being  so  well  provided 
for  at  present,  he  had  no  immediate  need  of 
them. 

Lamando  and  James  now  left  the  garden, 
and  proceeded  homeward  in  the  dusk  of  the 
evening,  the  former  carrying  the  bag  of 
money  in  his  hand.  On  arriving  at  the  city, 
they  walked  unmolested  through  many  a  long 
and  winding  street,  till  they  came  to  an  un- 
frequented place,  where  two  robbers  started 
out  upon  them,  presenting  a  pistol  to  each, 
and  demanding  their  money.  James  imme- 
diately roared  out  for  mercy,  saying  he  had 
none,  while  Lamando  was  glad  to  give  them 
the  bag  to  save  his  life;  on  receiving  which, 
the  robbers  instantly  disappeared.  Our  two 
pedestrians  now  hastened  home,  glad  at  hav- 
ing escaped  unhurt ;  although  Lamando  was 
not  a  little  vexed  for  the  loss  of  his  money, 
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and  resolved  that,  in  future,  he  would  never 
visit  his  hidden  treasure  except  in  daylight. 
From  this  occurrence  James  learned  that, 
although  a  competent  share  of  wealth  is  de- 
sirable, it  frequently  exposes  those  who  pos- 
sess it  to  various  evils,  nay,  even  to  the  loss 
of  their  lives ;  and  that,  while  the  rich  man 
travels,  he  is  in  danger  of  being  either  shot 
or  knocked  down ;  whereas  the  poor  man"'s 
protection  is  an  empty  purse. 

Next  day  there  was  a  musical  party  at  Don 
Lamando's,  and  James  not  only  delighted, 
but  even  astonished  the  visitors,  by  playing 
some  of  his  best  tunes  with  the  most  powerful 
effect.  He  was  also  enabled  lo  rppear  re- 
spectable; for,  having  received  the  use  of 
some  suits  of  clothes  from  Lamando,  he 
dressed  himself  in  the  habit  of  a  cavalier 
when  he  played  to  the  party,  and  in  the  at- 
tire of  a  butler  when  he  waited  at  supper ; — 
thus  acting  in  the  two  capacities  of  musician 
and  menial,  and  performing  the  functions  of 
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both  with  equal  dexterity.  In  this  manner 
did  James  conduct  himself  in  the  service  of 
Lamando,  who  at  last  became  so  much  at- 
tached to  him,  that  he  would  fain  have  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  remain  for  another  twelve- 
month. But  James  would  not  consent  to  do 
so  ;  as  he  said  that  the  purpose  of  his  travel- 
ling was  to  see  and  know  the  world,  which  he 
could  not  do  by  staying  so  long  in  one  place ; 
although  he  agreed  to  remain  till  his  friend 
Gorilla  (whom  Lamando  expressed  a  wish  to 
see)  should  arrive  at  Madrid. 

He  had  now  become  anxious  about  Gorilla's 
appearance;  and  every  day  at  twelve  o'clock  he 
repaired  to  the  post-office,  to  see  if  his  friend  had 
arrived,  but  to  no  purpose.  In  a  few  days, 
however,  James  descried  at  a  distance  the 
bass-viol  elevated  in  the  air ;  and,  on  ap- 
proaching the  post-office,  perceived  the  popu- 
lace laughing  at  the  ludicrous  figure  which 
Gorilla  exhibited.  When  James  asked  the 
reason  of  this.  Gorilla  said  that,  as  there  was 
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such  a  concourse  of  people  passing  and  re- 
passing, he  had  held  up  the  fiddle  above  their 
heads,  that  it  might  be  the  more  conspicuous, 
and  thus  indicate  the  more  readily  his  arrival 
in  the  city. 

The  two  friends  now  detailed  their  different 
adventures  since  they  parted  with  each  other ; 
and  Gorilla  expressed  his  wish  to  try  James"'s 
Cremona  fiddle ;  so  that,  although  the  latter 
declared  it  was  very  inconvenient  for  him 
to  hear  a  tune  at  present,  yet  he  was  induced 
to  go  and  fetch  the  instrument,  as  Gorilla 
said,  peremptorily,  that  he  would  neither 
eat  nor  drink  until  he  heard  the   sound    of 
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They  accordingly  left  the  post-office,  and 
repaired  to  the  parade,  in  order  to  make  a 
trial  of  the  Gremona  and  bass-viol.  They 
had  no  sooner  struck  up,  than  persons  of  all 
descriptions  began  to  gather  round  them,  to 
the  number  of  some  hundreds,  who  were  all 
transported  with  the  exquisite  performance  of 
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our  musicians.  After  having  played  for  more 
than  an  hour,  they  began  to  unstring  their 
instruments  and  prepare  to  depart ;  but  the 
crowd,  who  perceived  that  they  wanted  no 
money,  begged  them  to  play  another  tune, 
alleging  that  their  music  was  the  most  de- 
hghtful  which  they  had  ever  heard. 

Our  performers  being  as  fond  of  music  as 
their  audience,  condescended  to  gratify  them 
in  this  respect;  and  were  accordingly  so  loudly 
cheered,  that  they  continued  playing  one  tune 
after  another,  till  they  could  scarcely  any 
longer  handle  the  bow. 

As  it  was  now  near  the  time  when  Laui- 
ando  dined,  and  as  he  had  invited  a  large 
company  to  his  house  that  day,  James  untied 
the  bag  to  put  up  his  Cremona  and  return 
home ;  while  Gorilla  also  prepared  to  accom- 
pany him.  The  crowd  perceiving  their  de- 
sign to  retire,  began  to  shove  one  another 
about,  and  create  a  disturbance ;  so  that  our 
musicians  hastened  away  with  all  speed,  lest 
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they  should  have  been  apprehended  as  the 
cause  of  the  riot,  and  suffered  for  the  conse- 
quences. On  their  way  to  Lamando''s,  James 
informed  Gorilla  of  the  wish  which  that  gen- 
tleman had  to  see  him,  and  thus  prevailed 
on  him  to  go  to  his  master''s  house,  where  he 
would  be  kindly  received  and  well  entertained. 
On  reaching  it,  they  found  that  the  dinner 
party  had  sat  down  to  table ;  and,  on  La- 
mando  inquiring  for  James,  and  being  told 
that  he  and  a  musician  had  just  arrived,  they 
were  both  invited  by  the  courteous  landlord 
to  join  the  company.  Accordingly,  James 
immediately  approached  with  his  Cremona, 
and  Gorilla  with  his  bass-viol,  as  if  they  had 
come  to  play  during  dinner ;-— but  the  com- 
pany were  not  a  little  surprised  to  see  them 
take  their  seats  at  table,  and  looked  at  each 
other  with  no  small  degree  of  mortification, 
conceiving  themselves  much  degraded  by  din- 
ing with  two  fiddlers.  But,  as  soon  as  dinner 
was  over,  James  and  Gorilla  arose,  and,  at  the 
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request  of  the  landlord,  played  several  tunes, 
the  music  of  which  was  so  enchanting,  that 
the  choicest  pieces  were  loudly  encored  by 
the  whole  company. 

Lamando  now  informed  his  guests  that 
these  two  gentlemen  were  a  private  band  of 
musicians,  whom,  as  they  made  no  charge  for 
their  music,  he  had  therefore  invited  to  dine 
with  him,  as  the  least  return  he  could  make 
for  their  services.  He  was  much  displeased, 
however,  with  James,  for  having  introduced 
Gorilla,  whose  dress  was  so  shabby  as  to  in- 
dicate that  he  had  been  accustomed  to  the 
society  of  persons  very  different  from  that  of 
grandees. 

The  amusements  of  the  evening  concluded 
with  dancing,  which  was  much  enlivened  by 
the  exquisite  music  of  James  and  Gorilla, 
who  received  from  the  company  the  most 
flattering  expressions  of  approbation,  as  the 
best  performers  they  had  ever  heard. — Our 
travellers    remained    for    another    fortnight, 
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when  James  signified  his  wish  to  be  gone ;  and 
accordingly,  after  resisting  several  entreaties 
to  prolong  his  stay,  he  received  a  small  sum 
of  money  to  pursue  his  travels,  and,  with  his 
friend  Gorilla,  bid  adieu  to  Lamando  and  his 
hidden  treasure. 

James  finding  that  the  notice  offering  a  re- 
ward for  his  discovery  was  still  continued  in 
the  newspapers,  resolved  to  leave  Madrid  im- 
mediately ;  and  accordingly,  he  and  his  com- 
panion got  their  musical  instruments  on  their 
backs  one  moonlight  night,  and  set  off  in 
quest  of  new  adventures.  They  were  both 
however  in  a  very  needy  condition ;  as  James 
had  only  the  trifling  sum  he  received  from 
Don  Lamando,  while  Gorilla  had  been  robbed 
of  the  few  reals  he  had  saved  at  Toledo,  by  a 
fellow  who  slept  in  the  same  room  with  him 
on  his  arrival  at  Madrid ;  so  that  he  had  not  a 
penny  in  his  pocket.  Having  therefore  re- 
solved to  return  home,  they  took  the  Toledo 
road ;  on  which  however  they  could  not  de- 
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fray  their  expenses  by  their  fiddle  and  bass- 
viol,  since  the  people  of  the  villages  through 
which  they  passed  were  so  poor,  that  they  had 
scarcely  enough  to  purchase  bread,  without 
having  a  penny  to  spend  for  music.  Our 
travellers  therefore  never  thought  of  produc- 
ing their  instruments  to  play  a  tune  at  the 
different  places  where  they  arrived ;  but 
trudged  on  night  and  day  till  they  came  to 
Casa,  a  village  situate  on  the  river  Tagus. 
On  entering  an  inn,  they  found  it  so  much 
crowded  by  people,  who  had  been  attending  a 
fair  in  the  village,  that  no  spare  beds  were  to 
be  had,  and  our  travellers  were  obliged  to 
sleep  all  night  by  the  kitchen  fire. 

In  order  to  secure  their  musical  instru- 
ments, they  delivered  them  up  to  the  charge 
of  the  landlady  ;  and,  being  much  fatigued, 
composed  themselves  to  rest  upon  two  benches, 
on  which  they  instantly  fell  asleep.  But  they 
were  soon  awaked  by  an  unusual  sound,  which 
proceeded  from  an  adjoining  room,  where  a 
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number  of  the  people  who  lodged  at  the  inn 
all  night  wished  to  have  a  dance,  and,  having 
no  fiddler  to  entertain  them,  two  or  three  seized 
on  different  utensils, — one  on  the  frying-pan, 
another  on  the  tongs  and  poker,  and  a  third 
on  the  fender,— with  which  they  struck  up 
such  a  frightful  noise,  as  produced  the  most 
discordant  sounds  that  were  ever  heard.  With 
the  aid  of  this  kind  of  music,  they  danced  and 
jumped  about  for  several  hours,  till  some  of 
them  were  glad  to  dance  away  to  bed  ;  while 
the  rest  seemed  desirous  to  keep  up  their  di- 
version till  next  morning. 

In  the  meantime  the  landlady,  who  per- 
ceived the  jovial  disposition  of  her  guests,  en- 
tered the  room,  and,  like  most  of  those  ladies 
who  cannot  keep  a  secret,  whispered  to  the 
leader  of  the  band  of  tongs  and  pokers,  that 
the  two  travellers  who  lodged  in  her  house 
that  night  were  musicians,  and  that  she  had 
the  charge  of  their  musical  instruments.  As 
soon  as  this  circumstance  was  known,  two  of 


CASA.  167 

the  company  waited  on  James  and  Gorilla,  to 
ask  upon  what  terms  they  would  undertake 
to  play  for  the  amusement  of  themselves  and 
their  comrades.  Our  travellers  replied,  that 
they  would  charge  according  to  the  time  oc- 
cupied in  playing  to  the  company  ; — so  much 
for  the  night,  and  so  much  for  an  hour.  The 
deputation  agreed  to  allow  them  a  pistole  for 
every  hour;  and  our  musicians  having  ac- 
cepted the  offer,  put  their  instruments  in  tune, 
and  prepared  to  join  the  party  in  the  next 
room. 

They  now  struck  up  some  of  their  boldest 
airs,  whereby  their  audience  were  so  much 
enraptured,  as  to  flock  round  them,  and  al- 
most prevent  them  from  proceeding  with  the 
music.  The  eagerness  of  listening,  however, 
soon  gave  way  to  the  desire  of  dancing ;  so 
that  ten  couple  were  on  the  floor  at  once,  who 
became  so  eager  to  prolong  their  diversion, 
that  they  agreed  to  pay  the  musicians  for  the 
first  hour,  if  they  were  indulged  with  a  second 
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dance.  They  had  no  sooner  ended,  than  ten 
other  couple  were  ready  to  start,  as  soon  as 
the  musicians  had  received  some  refreshment, 
which  gave  such  additional  energy  to  the 
fiddle-bow,  that  the  sounds  of  the  instruments 
inspired  the  whole  of  the  company  with  such 
rapture,  that  the  first  dancers  were  only  pre- 
vented from  joining  those  on  the  floor  from 
want  of  room  to  accommodate  the  whole  of 
them. 

The  noise  occasioned  by  the  music,  the 
dancing,  and  the  mirth  of  the  company,  was 
now  so  great,  that  not  a  word  could  be  heard: — 
wherefore,  one  of  those  who  had  already 
danced,  having  provided  himself  with  a  speak- 
ing-trumpet in  the  shape  of  a  roll  of  paper, 
bawled  into  James'  ear,  and  asked  what  he 
would  take  to  play  another  hour  to  the  first 
party  ?  James  nodded,  by  way  of  signifying 
that  he  heard  the  question  ;  and,  at  the  end 
of  the  dance,  informed  the  inquirer  that  he 
and  his  companion  would  entertain  the  party 
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on  the  same  terms  as  before,  provided  they 
themselves  were  allowed  to  desist  ten  minutes 
every  hour  to  take  a  refreshment  of  some  cor- 
dial beverage. 

This  proposal  being  agreed  to,  the  ten 
couple  who  had  started  first  now  gained  pos- 
session of  the  floor;  and  the  musicians  ex- 
celled even  their  former  performances;  so 
that  the  second  party,  perceiving  themselves 
outdone  by  the  first,  asked  James  and  Gorilla 
what  they  would  play  for  during  two  hours  ? 
James,  who  assumed  the  character  of  leader 
of  the  band,  now  declined  any  more  oflFers, 
alleging  that,  however  long  they  might  be 
disposed  to  dance,  he  and  his  companion  were 
not  disposed  to  play  any  longer  after  the  next 
dance  should  be  finished.  In  the  meantime 
the  party  who  had  hired  our  musicians  for  the 
second  time  started  to  their  feet,  and  became 
so  eager  in  the  dance,  that  before  its  conclu- 
sion they  were  like  to  fall  down  with  fatigue ; 
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and  it  was  now  unanimously  agreed  that  the 
company  should  break  up  and  go  to  bed. 

For  this  entertainment,  James  and  Gorilla 
were  handsomely  rewarded,  besides  receiving 
as  much  as  they  could  eat  and  drink ;  and  they 
retired  to  rest  at  three  in  the  morning.  In 
this  respect  they  imitated  the  custom  of  gran- 
dees themselves,  who  drink,  dance,  or  amuse 
themselves  till  morning,  and  seldom  rise  till 
the  afternoon ;  so  that  they  may  be  said  to 
turn  night  into  day,  and  day  into  night.  Our 
musicians  resolved  to  do  the  same  for  once ; 
for,  having  got  a  snug  bed-room,  which  had 
been  left  very  early  by  a  traveller,  they 
thought  it  expedient,  after  having  walked  so 
far  the  two  preceding  days,  and  played  till 
they  were  tired  all  that  night,  to  take  a  sound 
sleep  the  next  morning. 

After  getting  up,  and  coming  down  to 
breakfast,  they  were  not  a  little  chagrined  to 
find   their   eggs   not   half  boiled,   and  their 
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toast  almost  burned  to  a  cinder ;  and  ac- 
cordingly James  rated  the  waiter  for  his 
negligence,  alleging,  that  nothing  could  be 
easier  than  to  boil  an  egg,  or  toast  a  slice 
of  bread.  The  waiter  however  justified 
himself  by  saying  that,  although  he  might 
indeed  toast  the  bread,  he  could  not  boil 
the  eggs  in  a  proper  manner,  as  there  was 
neither  a  watch  nor  even  a  cuckoo-clock  in 
the  house.  But,  although  this  apology  might 
have  been  received  by  others,  it  was  by  no 
means  satisfactory  to  James,  who,  pulling  up 
the  sash  of  the  kitchen- window,  which  exposed 
to  view  a  rivulet  of  water  within  four  or  five 
yards  of  the  inn,  he  laid  hold  of  a  small 
Wooden  bowl,  and  requested  the  landlady 
and  waiter  to  follow  him,  that  he  might  in- 
struct them  in  so  necessary  a  part  of  cookery 
as  the  boiling  of  an  egg. 

Having  first  ascertained  that  the  water 
into  which  the  eggs  were  to  be  put  was 
boiling,  he  and  they  proceeded  to  the  stream, 
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and  having  taken  out  his  watch  as  the  eggs^ 
were  dropt  into  the  pan,  he  held  the  wooden 
bowl  over  the  water,  which  filled  it  just 
in  three  minutes  and  a  half,  the  time  re- 
quisite for  boiling  an  egg.  By  this  simple 
expedient,  James  taught  the  landlady  and  the 
waiter  how  to  boil  an  egg  correctly,  as  a 
stream  of  water  will  fill  a  hollow  vessel  in- 
verted always  in  the  same  time. 

Our  travellers  now  left  the  inn,  and  again 
set  out  on  the  road  to  Toledo  at  an  easy  pace ; 
for,  having  now  a  little  money  in  their  pockets, 
they  resolved  not  only  to  proceed  at  leisure, 
but  also  to  treat  themselves  with  such  deli- 
cacies as  every  inn  they  came  to  could  afford. 
The  morning  was  pleasant,  the  sun  shone  out 
with  splendour,  a  breeze  of  wind  refreshed 
their  spirits,  and  the  music  of  the  birds  de- 
lighted their  ears.  But  in  the  afternoon  the 
sky  became  overcast,  and  a  tempest  arose, 
which  blew  against  them  with  such  fury,  that, 
if  James  had  not  grasped  a  rail  by  the  road- 
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side,  and  held  Gorilla  fast  by  the  coat,  the 
musician  would  have  been  laid  prostrate,  and 
his  bass-viol  shivered  to  pieces.  As  the  wind 
became  still  more  loud  and  violent,  they  durst 
not  stir  from  the  rail  for  fear  lest  their  in- 
struments should  have  been  blown  away  ; — 
and  they  were  in  this  plight  when  a  man 
passed  them  with  an  empty  cart,  in  which  he 
offered  them  a  seat  if  they  were  going  in  the 
same  direction  as  himself.  Having  learned 
that  he  was  on  his  way  to  Magueda,  they  of- 
fered him  a  trifle  to  convey  them  thither, 
which  he  readily  accepted;  and  with  much 
difficulty  he  helped  them  into  the  cart,  which, 
being  high  in  the  sides,  and  covered  with 
straw  at  the  bottom,  afforded  not  only  shelter 
to  themselves,  but  also  for  their  fiddles. 

They  were  thus  conveyed  in  safety  to  Ma- 
gueda ;  and,  on  entering  an  inn,  they  gave 
their  instruments  in  charge  to  the  landlady, 
and  called  for  dinner.  The  hostess  conduct- 
ed them  into  a  room,  where  two  gentlemen, 
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who  were  about  to  dine,  politely  asked  them 
to  take  a  share  of  the  repast.  Our  travellers 
readily  accepted  the  offer,  especially  as  the 
dinner  consisted  of  such  dainties  as — a  pair  of 
fat  hens,  a  roast  of  mutton,  a  boiled  salmon, 
and  other  dishes  that  might  have  whetted  the 
appetite  even  of  an  epicure.  The  landlord, 
it  seems,  always  provided  an  excellent  dinner 
for  his  guests,  well  knowing  that  it  would  be 
followed  by  a  good  dose  of  drink,  which  al- 
ways produced  a  profitable  reckoning : 

Dinners  Kke  these  at  inns  were  very  rare. 
Fish,  flesh,  and  fowl,  of  every  kind  was  there ; 
And  drink  was  still  awaiting  them,  to  cheer 
Their  honest  hearts,  and  noddles  wise  to  clear. 

The  gentlemen  and  our  travellers  seemed 
so  much  pleased  with  each  others'  company, 
that,  as  the  storm  of  wind  still  continued,  and 
was  now  accompanied  by  a  heavy  rain,  they 
agreed  to  remain  all  night  at  the  inn,  where 
they  would  be  well  accommodated  with  meat, 
drink,  and  lodging.     James  learned  from  his 
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fellow-travellers,  that  they  were  very  consi- 
derable landed  proprietors ;  that  they  culti- 
vated certain  vineyards  on  the  mountains  of 
Molina ;  that  they  had  been  at  Madrid  on  bu- 
siness, and  that  they  were  now  returning 
home.  The  one  was  a  cavalier  of  about  fifty, 
whose  name  was  Don  Arundal ;  the  other 
was  a  brother  of  his,  about  forty  years  of  age. 
James  made  several  inquiries  at  Don  Arun- 
dal respecting  the  growth  and  treatment  of 
the  vine ;  and  found  this  gentleman  so  easy 
in  his  manners,  as  well  as  so  intelligent  and 
communicative,  that  he  ventured  to  ask  him 
if  he  had  met  with  many  adventures  in  the 
course  of  his  life  ? 

Don  Arundal  said,  that  there  were  very 
few  incidents  in  his  history  worth  relat- 
ing ;  and  therefore  he  would  rather  wish 
to  hear  some  of  James's  adventures,  be- 
cause, from  his  own  account,  he  had  enjoy- 
ed better  opportunities  of  seeing  the  world. 
James  replied,  that  he  would  most  cheerfully 
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recount  his  travels,  as  he  never  refused  to 
contribute  his  share  of  amusement  to  any 
company  ;  but  that  he  was  unwilling  to  take 
the  lead,  and  therefore  requested  that  Don 
Arundal,  as  the  senior  gentleman,  would  fa- 
vour them  with  a  recital  of  his  history  in  as 
succinct  a  manner  as  he  thought  proper.  The 
stranger,  accordingly,  having  stirred  up  the 
fire,  snuffed  the  candles,  and  filled  another 
goblet,  thus  began :— 


BARCELONA  177 


CHAPTER  VII. 
HISTORY  OF  DON  ARUNDAL. 

"  My  father,  whose  name  was  Gustava  Arun- 
dal,  was  born  and  bred  by  the  side  of  the 
mountains  of  Mohna  de  Rio  Frio,  where  he 
cultivated  the  vines  of  his  native  province, 
and  brought  them  to  such  a  degree  of  perfec- 
tion, as  thereby  to  acquire  a  considerable  for- 
tune. I  was  sent  very  early  to  a  grammar- 
school  ;  and,  after  finishing  my  education, 
imbibed  a  strong  predilection  for  travelling, 
which  was  violently  opposed  by  all  my  rela- 
tions ;  but  my  determination  was  so  fixed,  that 
nothing  could  prevent  me  from  carrying  it 
into  execution.  Accordingly,  I  was  furnish- 
ed with  money  and  a  mule  to  carry  me  over 
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the  mountains,  and  travelled  through  the  pro- 
vinces of  Murcia,  Valencia,  and  Catalonia. 

"  On  crossing  the  hills  of  Zerida,  I  met  with 
two  cavaliers,  mounted  as  I  was,  who  wished 
to  know  whither  I  was  travelling;  and  for 
what  purpose  so  young  a  man  as  I  was  had 
undertaken  such  a  journey.  I  told  them, 
that  at  school  I  had  read  a  book,  which  in- 
formed me  that,  at  the  city  of  Barcelona 
there  were  mountains  of  gold,  with  which 
they  paved  their  streets  and  built  their  houses ; 
and  that,  having  resolved  to  prove  whether 
the  account  was  true,  I  had  set  off  on  my  pre- 
sent expedition.  On  asking  whether  they  had 
ever  heard  of  such  a  report,  they  not  only 
assured  me  that  it  was  true,  but  that  they 
were  travelling  for  the  same  purpose  as  myself. 
This  information  gave  me  fresh  ardour  in 
the  pursuit  of  my  journey  ;  and,  conceiving 
that  wedges  of  gold  might  be  struck  off  at 
once  with  my  hammer,  I  became  lavish  of  the 
money  in  my  pocket,  till  at  last  it  was  com- 
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pletely  spent,  and  I  had  not  a  ducat  to  pay 
for  my  dinner. 

"  At  an  inn  where  we  halted,  I  was  detain- 
ed by  the  landlord  for  the  reckoning,  which 
my  companions  would  not  discharge,  al- 
though I  promised  to  repay  them  with  usury 
when  we  reached  the  golden  mountains 
towards  which  we  were  travelling.  But 
they  were  deaf  to  all  my  entreaties,  and 
left  me  to  settle  with  the  landlord  in  the  best 
way  I  could.  I  then  promised  to  the  land- 
lord that  I  would  return  and  pay  him  the 
double  of  his  demand,  but  he  spurned  at  my 
proposal ; — I  told  him  that  I  was  on  my  road 
to  wealth  ;  but  he  answered,  that  when  I  had 
discharged  his  bill,  he  would  put  up  prayers 
to  the  Virgin  for  my  success.  I  next  men- 
tioned the  riches  of  my  family  at  home,  and 
the  prospect  which  I  had  of  enjoying  them  ; 
but  the  landlord's  wife,  who  had  now  joined 
him,  began  to  reproach  me  as  a  fool  for  set- 
ting out  on  my  travels  without  the  means  of 
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defraying  my  expenses.  '  What,""  said  she, 
'  would  be  the  consequence,  if  every  silly  boy 
like  yourself  should  take  it  into  his  head  to 
traverse  the  country  in  quest  of  mines  of  gold 
that  never  existed  ?  What  would  be  the  con- 
sequence, if  every  apprentice  in  our  towns  and 
cities  should  run  away  from  their  masters, 
under  the  pretence  that  they  could  find  gold 
and  silver  in  the  hills  of  Catalonia,  instead  of 
earning  them  by  an  honest  trade  ?  Would  not 
the  whole  kingdom  be  swarming  with  bands 
of  idle  vagrants  who,  to  keep  themselves  from 
starving,  would  be  obliged  either  to  steal  or 
murder  every  one  they  met  with  for  his 
money  ?' 

"  I  acknowledged  the  truth  of  these  observa- 
tions, and  thought  that  nothing  remained  for 
me  but  to  go  to  the  poor's-house  ;  but,  consi- 
dering how  near  I  was  to  the  mountains  of 
wealth,  I  thought  it  a  pity  to  desist  from  my 
journey ;  and  therefore  resolved  to  sell  the 
mule  to  defray  my  expenses,  and  proceed  on 
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foot,  since  I  could  easily  purchase  another 
mule  with  my  golden  treasure,  and  hire  a 
waggon  to  carry  home  as  much  of  it  as  would 
buy  a  whole  province.  Accordingly,  I  offer- 
ed my  mule  to  the  landlord  at  a  very  low 
price;  and  having  paid  his  charge  for  my 
dinner,  pocketed  the  rest  of  the  money,  to 
bear  my  expenses  to  the  land  of  promise. 
Being  now  rescued  from  the  innkeeper's  gripe, 
I  proceeded  on  my  journey,  impatient  to 
arrive  within  sight  of  Barcelona,  of  which  I 
formed  the  most  extravagant  ideas,  conceiving 
that  its  streets  must  be  paved  with  gold,  and 
its  towers  and  steeples  covered  with  that  pre- 
cious metal. 

"  Towards  evening  I  had  advanced  within 
four  miles  of  the  city,  and  would  fain  have 
gone  forward  to  it ;  but,  finding  myself  very 
much  fatigued,  I  entered  an  inn,  and  remain- 
ed all  night.  Early  next  morning,  I  started 
from  my  couch,  took  a  hasty  breakfast,  and 
marched  along,  resolving,  as  soon  as  I  had 
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reached  Barcelona,  to  engage  some  workmen, 
and  supply  them  with  pick-axes  to  dig  up  the 
gold,  and  hire  a  waggon  to  convey  it  home 
the  next  day.  In  a  short  time  I  arrived  at 
Barcelona,  of  which  my  fancy  had  formed  the 
most  romantic  notions ;  but  what  was  my  sur- 
prise, when,  instead  of  magnificent  streets 
paved  with  wedges  of  gold,  I  saw  nothing  but 
narrow  dirty  lanes,  full  of  filth  and  dung, 
with  heaps  of  ashes  lying  before  the  doors ; 
and  the  people  walking  about  in  such  wretch- 
ed attire,  as  indicated  that  they  had  not  dis- 
covered those  golden  mountains  which  were 
said  to  be  situate  in  their  vicinity  ! 

"  I  walked  up  and  down  the  streets  in  a  very 
pensive  mood;  and  my  clothes  were  so  be- 
grimed with  dust,  that  I  was  the  exact  repre- 
sentation of  an  hostler  out  of  employment. 
In  this  situation,  I  began  to  reflect  on  the 
observations  made  by  the  hostess  of  the  inn  ; 
and,  considering  that  I  would  soon  be  reduced 
to  beggary,  I  therefore  thought  that  the  best 
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step  I  could  take  would  be,  to  return  home  as 
soon  as  possible.  For  this  purpose,  I  inquir- 
ed at  the  shore  if  there  was  any  way  whereby 
I  might  reach  my  native  province  by  sea ; 
but  I  was  told  that  ships  never  sailed  upon 
dry  land.  This,  thought  I,  is  a  miserable 
plight  to  which  I  have  brought  myself,  by 
leaving  a  comfortable  home  to  go  in  quest  of 
an  imaginary  object  that  did  not  exist  in 
rerum  natura.''''  Here  James  asked  himself, 
whether  he  was  not  labouring  under  the  same 
delusion  ?  and  Don  Arundal  having  filled 
another  goblet,  proceeded  with  his  story  : — 

"  Having  now,"  continued  he,  ''  scarcely 
enough  of  money  to  keep  me  another  week,  I 
applied  to  several  captains  of  vessels  to  con- 
vey me  to  some  port,  whence  I  might  reach 
home  as  soon  as  possible ;  but  they  all  start- 
ed objections  to  my  proposals ;  for,  when  I 
offered  to  work  on  board  the  ship,  or  throw  in 
ballast  for  nothing,  I  was  told  to  get  out  of 
the  way,  and  go  about  my  business  ;  as  they 
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could  not  be  plagued  with  idle  loiterers.  On 
going  to  another  ship,  and  repeating  my  re- 
quest, the  captain  called  for  a  broomstick  to 
lay  across  my  shoulders,  while  a  sailor  tripped 
up  my  heels,  and  rolled  me  nearly  into  the 
harbour.  I  next  ventured  to  step  aboard  a 
vessel ;  but  I  had  no  sooner  done  so,  than  a 
dog  flew  at  me,  and  tore  my  stocking ;  while 
a  man,  who  thought  I  was  wanting  something 
that  did  not  belong  to  me,  came  over  my 
shoulders  with  the  end  of  a  cable. 

"  Although  this  treatment  was  very  discou- 
raging, yet  I  made  another  trial,  and  stepped 
into  a  sloop,  the  deck  of  which  was  strewed  with 
hemp  and  mats,  that  immediately  sunk  under 
me,  and  I  was  precipitated  nearly  ten  feet  into 
the  hold.  On  recovering  myself,  I  ascended 
the  ladder ;  but  the  mate  thinking  that  I  had 
been  stealing,  put  his  hands  into  my  pockets, 
although  he  found  nothing  there  to  justify  his 
suspicion.  Conceiving,  however,  that  I  must 
have  intended  to  steal,  he  tied  a  rope  around 
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my  waist,  and  with  the  aid  of  two  or  three  sail- 
ors, swung  me  overboard  into  the  sea.  Luckily 
I  was  a  good  swimmer,  and  got  safe  to  land, 
amidst  a  crowd  of  spectators,  who  cheered  me 
with  huzzas  for  my  dexterity,  and  followed 
me  with  shouts  along  the  harbour.  Having 
thus  at  length  escaped  with  my  life,  I  deter- 
mined never  more  to  venture  near  ship-cap- 
tains and  their  crews ;  and  from  that  day  till 
this,  I  am  as  much  afraid  of  them  as  of  a 
bridewell. 

''  In  retiring  from  the  shore,  I  turned  up 
a  lane,  and  fell  in  with  a  horse  that  had 
run  off  from  his  owner ;  and,  after  seizing 
his  bridle,  I  led  him  up  one  street  and  down 
another,  bawling  out,  '  Who  has  lost  a 
horse  ?'  but  as  nobody  claimed  the  animal,  I 
mounted  him,  and  rode  up  the  High  Street. 
Meanwhile  the  town-crier  was  announcing 
that  a  horse  had  been  stolen,  and  perceiving, 
from  the  description  given  him,  that  the  one 
on  which  I  rode  was  the  animal  wanted,  he 
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informed   the   police,  who  immediately   laid 
hold  of  me,  and  conveyed  me  to  prison. 

"  I  was  now  afraid  of  being  taken  for  a  thief; 
but  luckily  the  captain  of  police,  instead  of 
citing  me  before  a  magistrate,  sent  me  to  the 
owner  of  the  lost  horse,  who,  I  conceived,  from 
being  able  to  keep  one,  must  therefore  be  a 
man  of  sense,  and  disposed  to  do  me  justice. 
My  expectations  in  this  respect  were  not  dis- 
appointed ;  for,  instead  of  thinking  I  had 
stolen  the  horse,  he  perceived  at  once  that  I 
had  only  found  him,  and  rewarded  me  accord- 
ingly. He  even  did  not  stop  here,  but  in- 
quired what  I  was,  whence  I  came,  and  whi- 
ther I  was  going  ?  I  told  him  my  name  with 
such  frankness,  that  he  could  not  for  a  mo- 
ment suppose  I  was  a  horse-stealer ;  and,  as 
he  had  that  day  discharged  his  stable-boy, 
who,  from  revenge,  had  opened  the  stable- 
door  and  let  out  the  horse,  he  instantly  en- 
gaged  me  in  his  place.  This  was  to  me  a 
most  fortunate  occurrence ;  indeed,  many  such 
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happen  to  people  who  are  honest,  as  I  was,  in 
spite  of  the  opinion  of  mates  and  ship-captains. 
It  was  not  long  before  I  learned  that 
my  master  was  a  partner  in  a  respectable 
banking-house  in  the  city  ;  and  I  felt  no  small 
degree  of  pride  in  being  stable-boy  to  such  a 
man ;  but  whether  he  was  proud  of  having 
me  for  a  servant  or  not,  I  cannot  determine;  for 
he  kept  me  in  my  own  place,  and  seldom  spoke 
to  me  unless  to  give  orders  for  having  his 
horse  ready,  when  he  wished  to  take  an  airing 
or  a  journey.  Indeed,  he  was  so  distant,  re- 
served, and  formal,  that  he  always  reminded 
me  of  the  crocodile;  nevertheless,  he  was  a 
very  good  sort  of  man,  and  one  of  those  who, 
although  very  stiff  and  ceremonious  in  their 
manner,  are  very  agreeable  in  company,  and 
very  courteous  to  every  one  who  has  business 
to  transact  with  them.  His  kindness  to  me 
increased  every  day ;  so  that  I  thought  myself 
fortunate  in  having  met  with  such  a  master, 
especially  as  he  rode  out  to  the  country  in  his 
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one-horse  chaise  twice  a- week,  and  took  me 
always  with  him  as  his  companion.  Although 
he  did  not  indeed  converse  with  me  on  any 
subject,  yet  I  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  the 
ride  as  much  as  he,  and  could  observe  and 
reflect  on  every  thing  around  me ;  nay,  al- 
though the  ideas  that  passed  through  our 
minds  might  have  been  often  very  different, 
still  they  must  have  sometimes  been  nearly 
the  same. 

"  Thus,  for  instance,  in  passing  a  field  of 
grain,  he  might  naturally  think  that  it  was  a 
good  crop,  that  it  would  enable  the  farmer 
to  pay  his  rent,  and  to  save  some  money  for 
his  own  expenditure.  Also,  on  coming  to  a 
toll-bar,  he  might  conjecture  what  the  toll- 
keeper  would  pay  for  it  annually,  whether  he 
sat  up  all  night  to  open  and  shut  the  gate, 
and  conclude,  that  if  he  did  so,  his  occupa- 
tion must  be  very  disagreeable ;  or,  if  he  did 
not,  that  it  was  equally  uncomfortable  to  be 
roused  from  his  bed  twice  or  thrice  an  hour. 
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to  permit  travellers  on  horseback  or  in  car- 
riages to  proceed  on  their  journey.  Now,  if 
my  master  made  such  reflections,  they  were 
just  those  which  I  generally  made  whenever 
we  passed  a  luxuriant  crop  of  corn,  or  a  toll- 
bar  ;  and  thus  he  and  I  entertained  the  same 
ideas  on  the  same  subjects;  so  that  we  could 
have  conversed  on  such  topics  as  these  on 
equal  terms. 

"But  not  only  was  I  delighted  with  riding 
in  the  chaise ;  my  usual  employment  at  home 
was  also  of  the  easiest  and  most  agreeable 
kind,  as  it  consisted  merely  in  cleaning  down 
the  horse,  and  riding  him  along  the  sea-beach, 
both  of  which  contributed  greatly  to  my 
health  and  the  elevation  of  my  spirits;  so 
that  I  was  even  happier  than '  my  master, 
from  being  void  of  care  and  anxiety,  to  which 
he  was  incessantly  exposed ;  and  I  now  be- 
gan to  perceive  that  the  means  of  happiness 
are  much  more  equally  distributed  in  the 
world  than  many  persons  are  willing  to  allow. 
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In  this  manner  I  spent  six  days  out  of  the 
seven ;  and  by  inhaling  the  fresh  sea-breezes, 
and  bathing  twice  or  thrice  every  week,  I 
grew  daily  stronger  and  more  active,  so  as 
to  have  been  capable  of  grappling  with  a 
wolf,  or  sparring  with  a  lion,  if  fate  had 
brought  me  in  contact  with  these  powerful 
animals.  I  took  particular  pleasure  in  bath- 
ing, as  my  master  had  a  machine  for  that 
purpose,  which  was  well  constructed,  and  re- 
sembled a  gentleman's  dressing- closet. 

"  In  sauntering  along  the  shore  one  day,  I 
observed  a  bathing-machine  which  had  these 
words  put  up  in  the  inside  : — 

'  NOTICE. 
*  Persons  are  prohibited  from  taking  dogs 
into  this  machine ;  or,  if  they  do,  the  owner 
of  the  dog  will  be  fined  ten  ducats.' 

"  Thinking  this  a  very  extraordinary  notice, 
I  wrote  below  it  the  following  amendment ;— 
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*  This  advertisement  ought  to  be — The  per- 
son who  takes  the  dog  into  the  machine  should 
pay  the  ten  ducats,  not  the  owner  of  the  dog ; 
for  a  man  may  take  in  another  person's  dog." 

'*  Thus  I  lived  as  free  from  care,  and  as 
happy  as  a  prince ;  while  my  master  found  me 
attentive  to  his  orders,  as  well  as  active,  honest, 
and  civil,-— no  small  recommendations  to  one 
who  is  either  a  stable-boy  or  a  lackey.  In- 
deed he  soon  began  to  take  a  fancy  for  me, 
and  told  me  one  day,  that  he  was  very 
anxious  to  promote  my  welfare  in  the  world, 
as  he  saw  that  I  was  a  clever  fellow.  I 
thanked  him  for  his  good  opinion  of  me,  and 
his  kind  intentions  ;  not  without  some  degree 
of  self-complacency,  that  I  was  really  as  clever 
as  he  was  pleased  to  consider  me. 

"  Having  discovered  that  I  was  an  excellent 
writer,  and  that  I  had  got  a  liberal  educa- 
tion, he  wished,  he  said,  to  put  me  into  the 
houses  whereby  I  was  led  to  understand, 
that  he  intended  to  make  a  poor  stable-boy  a 
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rich  banker.  You  may  easily  conceive  that 
I  was  more  anxious  than  he  to  promote  this 
scheme,  and  began  to  consider  that  my  for- 
tune was  already  made  ;  but  in  the  meantime 
I  was  equipped  in  such  a  manner  as  to  appear 
among  great  people,  and  presented  with  a  fine 
suit  of  clothes,  a  ring  on  my  finger,  and  a  pen 
for  sticking  behind  my  ear;  so  that,  when 
sitting  at  the  desk,  I  appeared,  at  least  in  my 
own  estimation,  as  a  person  of  no  small  conse- 
quence. No  wonder,  thought  I,  that  bankers 
consider  themselves  great  men,  when  a  boy, 
who  yesterday  was  keeping  a  stable,  and  who 
is  now  keeping  their  books,  thinks  himself 
great,  especially  when  persons  even  take  off 
their  hats  to  him. 

"  But,  although  my  situation  as  a  banker's 
clerk  was  higher  than  that  of  a  stable-boy, 
it  was  a  great  deal  more  laborious,  as  my 
hours  of  attendance  were  regulated  by  the 
striking  of  the  clock,  and  as  I  toiled  all 
day  at  the  desk,  from  nine  in  the  morning 
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till  six  in  the  afternoon.  From  the  stoop- 
ing posture  in  which  I  sat,  my  back  be- 
gan to  be  so  wearied  with  tension,  that  I 
thought  it  would  break ;  and  I  durst  not 
think,  far  less  speak,  in  a  place  where  every 
one  preserved  a  profound  silence.  I  dined  at 
six,  and  from  seven  till  nine  again  hung  over 
the  same  desk,  so  that  I  was  completely  oc- 
cupied eleven  hours  a-day.  This  labour, 
great  as  it  was,  might  have  been  tolerable, 
had  I  known  what  I  was  doing ;  but  the  pa- 
pers given  me  to  copy  regarded  matters  which 
I  did  not  understand  ;  and  of  the  business  with 
which  the  other  clerks  were  engaged,  T  knew 
no  more  than  the  man  in  the  moon. 

In  consequence  of  this  confinement,  I  had 
not  been  three  days  in  the  office  when  I  be- 
gan to  feel  a  dizziness  in  my  head,  and  to 
lose  my  sense  of  hearing ;  even  my  sight  be- 
gan to  fail,  so  that  I  could  not  write  a  page 
without    spectacles.       Ffom   being    unacciis- 

VOL.  III.  I 
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tomed  to  their  use,  I  committed  many  blun- 
ders in  transcribing  words,  about  which  as 
much  noise  was  made  as  if  the  credit  of  the 
house  had  been  thereby  endangered.  The 
reproofs  I  received  for  these  blunders  sunk 
my  spirits,  and  deprived  me  of  my  appetite 
to  such  a  degree,  that  I  could  not  look  upon 
roasted  meat  without  fainting  ;  nay,  the  very 
smell  of  dinner  affected  me  so  much,  as  to 
make  me  run  out  of  the  room  into  the  open 
air.  At  last  I  found  myself  as  unfit  for  my 
place  as  it  was  unfit  for  me,  and  looked  back 
with  regret  to  the  time  when,  as  a  stable- 
boy,  I  breathed  the  purest  air.  Before  I  en- 
tered this  place  of  confinement,  I  was  as  lively 
as  a  lark,  and  enjoyed  sufficient  exercise  for 
the  promotion  of  health ;  but  now  I  never  en- 
tered the  office  without  feeling  sensations  of 
disgust,  and  toiled  all  day  in  listless  apathy, 
ennui,  and  languor; — in  short,  I  was  in  a 
state  of  the  utmost  wretchedness.     My  mas- 


BARCELONA.  195 

ter,  seeing  that  I  was  pining  away  and  quite 
emaciated,  told  me  that  he  thought  I  could 
never  be  a  banker ;  and,  on  my  acquiescing 
in  his  opinion,  offered  to  reinstate  me  in  the 
office  of  stable-boy,  which  I  gladly  accepted ; 
so  that  I  threw  off  my  fine  clothes,  returned 
to  the  stable,  and  in  a  short  time  was  myself 
again. 

"  From  the  misery  I  experienced  as  a 
banker's  clerk,  contrasted  with  the  happi- 
ness I  enjoyed  as  an  hostler,  my  mind  was 
impressed  with  the  strong  conviction  of  this 
important  truth, — that  a  sound  mind  in  a 
sound  body  is  the  only  valuable  blessing  under 
the  sun ;  and  that  it  is  not  to  be  purchased 
by  either  rank  or  riches,  but  by  living  con- 
tented in  any  situation  which  we  are  quali- 
fied to  fill,  with  ease  to  ourselves  and  advan- 
tage to  others. 

*'  Having  now  resumed  my  jockey-coat,  I 
rode  out  every  day  to  the  sea-side,  as  \  had 
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done  formerly,   and,  by  inhaling  the  refresh- 
ing breezes,   soon  recovered  my  health  and 
spirits.     I  now  resolved  to  satisfy  myself  with 
the  humble  station   in  which  I  was   placed, 
without  aspiring  to  one  more  dignified.     In- 
deed I  never  had  any  ambition  for  money, 
except  from  imbibing  the  idle  notions  I  had 
received  from  books,  and  I  now  found  that 
they  were  all  '  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit."* 
My  health  I   considered   of  far  more  value 
than  the  treasures  of  Ophir,  as  he  who  loses 
it  loses  the  capacity  of  being  happy.     My 
wish   to   return   home   now   became   greater 
every  day ;  and  my  master  agreed  to  gratify 
it  by  giving  me  money  to  defray  my  expenses 
on  the  way ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  ex- 
pressed  his    wish    to  know,  what  could  in- 
duce a  young  man   of  my  appearance  and 
talents   to   travel  four  hundred   miles,    and 
eome  to  reside  at  the  low  dirty  town  of  Bar- 
celona, 
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"  I  told  him  that  it  was  a  foolish  wish  to 
see  the  world  ;  and  that,  having  done  so  in  a 
certain  degree,  I  would  now  be  contented  to 
remain  at  home,  since  I  enjoyed  the  means  of 
bei»g  as  happy  there  as  in  any  other  place. 
The  banker  gave  me  credit  for  my  wise  re- 
mark ;  and,  shaking  me  by  the  hand,  wished 
me  health  and  every  earthly  happiness.  Next 
day  I  took  my  place  in  a  waggon  to  return 
home,  and,  after  travelling  through  Arragon 
and  New  Castile,  in  seven  days  arrived  at 
Molino,  after  an  absence  of  nearly  half  a 
year  in  the  pursuit  of  wealth,  which  existed 
only  in  my  own  imagination.  Since  that  time, 
which  is  now  above  thirty  years  ago,  my 
brother  and  I  have  continued  to  cultivate  our 
vineyards,  and  found  more  happiness  in  this 
simple  occupation  than  all  that  wealth  or  ho- 
nours can  bestow. 

"  Such  is  a  narrative  of  my  history  during 
my  younger  years,   which,  however  singular 
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it  may  appear,  is  not,  I  trust,  without  its 
moral,  as  it  may  shew  the  truth  of  the  poeti- 
cal maxim  :— 

'  The  first  sure  symptom  of  a  mind  in  health, 

Ijs  rest  of  heart,  and  pleasure  felt  at  home.' " — Young. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


James,  who  had  listened  most  attentively 
during  the  recital  of  this  interesting  story, 
saw,  in  its  details,  a  picture  of  the  vanity  of 
his  own  pursuits,  and  heartily  wished  that  a 
Barcelona  waggon  were  at  the  door,  that  he 
and  Gorilla,  with  their  musical  instruments, 
might  leap  into  it  and  return  home,  even 
though  they  should  be  a  month  upon  the 
road.  He  now  began  to  moralize  on  Don 
ArundaPs  story,  and  perceived  that,  when 
this  man  was  young,  he  had  read  books  which, 
from  his  own  account,  he  did  not  understand  ; 
and  that  his  travelling  so  far  from  home  was 
to    c)btain    wealth    without  working   for    it- 
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James,  therefore,  considered  this  a  bad  prin- 
ciple by  which  Arundal  was  actuated,  and 
that  he  was  not  so  good  a  man  as  his  master 
had  beheved,  or  as  he  had  conceived  himself 
to  be.  Accordingly  he  now  fell  very  low  in 
James's  estimation,  who  despised  the  sordid 
accumulation  of  wealth,  when  compared  with 
the  benevolent  purpose  whereby  he  himself 
was  actuated,  of  b<^nefiting  mankind  by  his 
opinions  and  example.  Nevertheless  the  his- 
tory of  Arundal  pleased  James  very  much, 
as  it  opened  to  him  a  wide  field  of  that  kind 
of  knowledge  of  which  he  himself  was  in 
quest;  so,  thanking  that  gentleman  for  the 
trouble  he  had  taken  in  reciting  so  long  a 
story,  he  assured  him  that  he  would  endea- 
vour to  make  a  good  improvement  of  it,  by 
reflecting  on  the  practical  lessons  it  conveyed, 
as  soon  as  he  had  finished  his  travels,  and  re- 
tired from  the  turmoil  and  bustle  of  the 
world.     Our  travellers  having  agreed  to  meet 
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again   at  breakfast,   now  separated   and  re- 
paired to  bed. 

Next  morning  James  and  Gorilla,  who  had 
not  had  a  tune  on  the  fiddle  last  night,  now 
sat  down  on  a  seat  before  the  door  of  the  inn, 
and  began  to  play  some  of  their  favourite 
airs.  Arundal  and  his  brother  were  delighted 
with  the  music,  and  agreed  that  they  had 
never  before  heard  such  exquisite  melody ; 
nay,  had  not  their  bed-room  been  at  the  back 
part  of  the  house,  they  would  have  opened 
the  window,  not  only  to  hear  more  distinctly, 
but  also  to  admire  the  skill  of  the  per- 
formers. 

As  the  landlord  passed  the  door  of  their 
room,  Don  Arundal  inquired  what  fine  music 
that  was,  and  who  the  musicians  were  ? 

"  They  are,"  said  the  landlord,  "  two 
strolling  fiddlers,  who  traverse  this  part  of 
the  province  for  a  living." 

*'  That  is  commendable,"  said  Arundal ; 
"  here,  give  them  these  eight  reals,  and  pro- 

i2 
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vide  each  of  them  with  a  roll  and  a  basin  of 
milk.  Poor  creatures  !  they  must  have  come 
a  great  way  before  breakfast ; — I  always  wish 
to  encourage  persons  in  the  musical  profes- 
sion, and  especially  when  we  meet  with  play- 
ers of  the  first  class,  they  ought  always  to  be 
handsomely  rewarded.  In  the  meantime,  af- 
ter you  have  given  the  musicians  their  rolls 
and  milk,  tell  the  gentlemen  that  breakfast 
waits  them." 

"  I  shall  do  so,"  said  the  landlord ;  "  but 
I  question  much  whether  they  will  leave  their 
music." 

"  Leave  their  music  V  replied  Arundal  in 
surprise, — "  tell  them,  I  say,  to  come  up 
stairs,  as  they  will  enjoy  the  sound  much  bet- 
ter at  a  distance." 

The  landlord,  perceiving  that  his  guest 
knew  not  who  the  fiddlers  were,  thus  replied : 
— "  I  must  tell  you,  sir,  that  the  two  persons 
to  whom  you  have  given  the  reals,  the  rolls, 
and  the  milk,  are  the  gentlemen  who  dined 
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with  you  yesterday,  to  whom  you  related  a 
long  story,  part  of  which  I  heard  when  bring- 
ing in  the  wine." 

"  Mercy  on  us  !"  cried  Arundal ; — "•  have  I 
been  telling  my  wonderful  adventures  to  two 
fiddlers  ?" 

"  Yes,  indeed,"  answered  the  landlord ; 
*'  and  what  harm  is  there  in  this  ? — is  not  a 
fiddler  a  companion  for  a  gentleman  ?" 

"  Fire  and  fury,  sir  ! — ^get  about  your  busi- 
ness !"  exclaimed  the  Arundals ;  then  mount- 
ing their  horses  (without  taking  the  least  no- 
tice of  our  musicians),  they  rode  off,  and  were 
loudly  serenaded  till  out  of  sight. 

James  and  Gorilla  now  had  a  comfortable 
breakfast  together  ;  and,  being  fully  satisfied 
with  each  other's  society,  what  did  they  care 
about  these  fellows  and  their  company  ! 
James  then  told  the  landlord,  that  he  thought 
himself  just  as  good  as  they  were,  and  conclud- 
ed by  saying, — that  they  were  two  poor,  proud, 
paltry,  pitiful  puppies;    and  that  travelling 
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had  neither  improved  their  minds  nor  their 
manners.  James  was  therefore  glad  at  hav- 
ing got  rid  of  such  saucy  knaves ;  and,  being 
disgusted  with  their  pride,  resolved  to  give  a 
lecture  on  the  absurdity  of  that  principle, 
which,  he  conceived,  would  have  such  an  ef- 
fect, that  after  its  delivery  there  would  not  be 
a  proud  man  or  woman  in  all  Spain.  But, 
us  the  subject  required  deep  thought,  great 
study,  and  extensive  research,  he  could  not 
yet  fix  the  precise  day  when  he  would  be  able 
to  deliver  it  publicly ;  although  he  intended, 
in  the  meantime,  to  give  the  substance  of  it  at 
every  stage,  inn,  or  house  he  came  to ;  and, 
as  every  one  might  hear  it  gratis^  he  enter- 
tained no  doubt  of  having  a  numerous  au- 
dience. James  considered  this  subject  as 
of  much  greater  importance  than  any  on 
which  he  had  yet  lectured ;  as  pride,  he 
thought,  indicated  a  want  of  sense  on  the  part 
of  those  who  pretended  to  have  any,  together 
with  many  other  unseemly  dispositions  which 
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need  not  now  be  mentioned  ; — but,  as  he  had 
promised  to  enter  into  a  full  detail  of  them, 
it  would  therefore  be  improper  to  anticipate 
what  he  had  to  say  on  the  subject. 

Our  travellers  now  resumed  their  journey 
to  Toledo,  and  travelled  onward,  the  one 
with  his  trunk  and  fiddle,  the  other  with  his 
bass-viol,  till  they  arrived  at  a  village  which 
appeared  to  be  very  populous  for  its  size, 
from  there  being  a  number  of  mills  and  ma- 
nufactories in  the  neighbourhood.  Perceiving 
a  large  concourse  of  people  about  the  doors, 
they  resolved  to  unstring  their  musical  instru- 
ments, and  play  two  or  three  tunes,  with  the 
view  of  collecting  a  few  ducats  to  augment 
their  purse,  which  was  now  almost  empty. 

Having  accordingly  taken  their  station  on 
some  deals  of  wood  at  the  side  of  the  street,  a 
crowd  began  to  assemble  round  them,  to 
whom  they  played  some  of  their  favourite 
airs  ; — but  unluckily,  as  they  were  in  the 
middle  of  a   tune,  the  deals  on   which  they 
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Stood  being  pressed  on  by  the  crowd,  slid 
from  beneath  them,  and  precipitated  our  mu- 
sicians into  a  draw-well  ten  feet  deep.  It 
was  however  so  far  fortunate,  that  the  well 
contained  only  about  three  feet  of  water ; — 
for,  if  it  had  been  half  full,  our  travellers 
must  inevitably  have  been  drowned.  The 
people  of  the  village  were  at  first  alarmed  for 
the  safety  of  the  fiddlers ;  but,  perceiving 
that  their  lives  were  in  no  danger,  they  began 
to  laugh  heartily  at  the  accident, — at  the 
same  time  using  every  exertion  to  help  them 
out  of  the  well,  where,  luckily,  neither  they 
nor  their  fiddles  had  sustained  the  smallest  in- 
jury. 

Our  travellers  were  glad  that  this  accident 
had  not  produced  any  worse  consequences 
than  getting  their  clothes  begrimed  with  mud ; 
— so,  after  receiving  a  few  ducats  from  some 
of  the  people,  they  left  the  village,  and  resumed 
their  journey ;  resolving,  however,  not  to  play 
any    more   till   they    should    reach    Toledo. 
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They  travelled  onwards  till  they  came  to  a 
part  of  the  road  which  diverged  in  two  direc- 
tions ;  and,  as  nobody  was  near  to  tell  them 
which  to  take,  they  struck  off  to  the  left,  and 
proceeded  several  miles,  when  at  last  it  be- 
came dark.  James  now  took  the  lead,  as  he 
was  younger  and  more  vigorous  than  Gorilla, 
and  therefore  more  capable  of  encountering 
obstructions.  They  groped  along  the  road  in 
the  best  way  they  could ;  and,  having  as- 
cended a  hill,  they  were  extremely  wary  in 
descending  it,  for  fear  lest  there  should  be  a 
stream  of  water  at  the  bottom. 

But,  notwithstanding  James'  utmost  caution, 
he  had  no  sooner  reached  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
than  he  plumped  into  a  pool  nearly  four  feet 
deep ;  and  Gorilla,  who  held  fast  by  the  tail  of 
his  coat,  was  pulled  in  also ;  so  that  they  were 
both  left  sprawling  in  the  stream.  Tlie 
night  was  so  dark  that  they  could  not  see 
any  objects  around  them,  and  plunged  about 
in  the  pqpl  for  a  long  time,  till  James  got 
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hold  of  the  branch  of  a  tree  that  conducted 
him  to  a  plank,  which  he  ascended,  and  then 
pulled  up  Gorilla ;  although  they  were  still 
in  danger  of  falling  again  into  the  water,  as 
the  plank  had  only  one  rail  at  the  side  of  it. 
Tliey  continued  however  to  creep  along  the 
plank,  and  got  safe  to  the  edge  of  the  stream  ; 
carrying  with  them  their  musical  instruments, 
which,  although  completely  wet,  were  not 
otherwise  injured.  Being  now  overjoyed  at 
their  escape  from  the  pool,  they  testified  their 
gladness  by  striking  up  a  merry  tune,  the 
sound  of  which  re-echoed  through  the  trees 
and  from  the  arch  of  a  bridge  not  far  dis- 
tant. 

By  this  time  it  was  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  a  miller,  who  had  risen  early  to 
let  the  water  on  his  mill,  came  out  of  his  door, 
carrying  a  lantern  in  his  hand.  James  saw 
him  distinctly,  and  was  about  to  call  to  him, 
when  he  disappeared.  This  was  an  unfortu- 
nate  circumstance,   as    our    poor    musicians 
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might  have  received  shelter  mhis  house ;  but. 
as  they  did  not  wish  to  disturb  him  or  his  fa- 
mily, they  therefore  resolved  to  climb  up  a 
tree,  and  remain  there  till  daybreak.  James, 
however,  who  in  all  his  difficulties  never  left 
a  stone  unturned  for  his  relief,  tried  another 
expedient  for  this  purpose ;  and  accordingly 
he  and  Gorilla  having  struck  up  another  tune, 
soon  perceived  the  miller,  accompanied  by 
five  or  six  men  and  boys,  advancing  towards 
them  with  lanterns,  and  armed  either  with 
guns  or  bludgeons.  Our  musicians  readily 
conceived  that  the  miller  and  his  party  took 
them  for  persons  who  had  no  right  to  be  in 
such  a  place ;  and  they  were  not  mistaken  in 
their  conjectures,  for  one  of  the  party  called 
out, — *'  Who  is  there  ? — what  vagabonds  are 
you  that  have  come  hither  at  this  untimely 
hour  to  disturb  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of 
the  water  of  Coloa  ?"" 

To  this  question  James  replied,  "  We  are 
two  blind  fiddlers,  who,  on  our  way  to  Toledo 
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in  the  pursuit  of  our  joint  and  lawful  calling, 
having  come  along  one  road  instead  of  another, 
and  been  overtaken  by  the  darkness  of  night, 
liave  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  this 
stream,  where  we  have  been  completely 
drenched :  vouchsafe,  therefore,  if  ye  be 
friends  to  the  unfortunate,  to  take  us  under 
your  protection,  and  to  afford  us  that  relief 
which  our  situation  requires." 

"  Where  are  you  ?*'"'  cried  the  miller  ;  "  we 
see  nobody,  though  we  hear  you  speak,  and 
know  what  you  say  ; — but  where,  in  the  name 
of  wonder,  are  you  to  be  found  ?" 

"  We  are  roosting  here,''  returned  James, 
*'  perched  upon  the  top  of  a  tree,  behind  some- 
thing that  obstructs  the  light." 
.  Upon  this  all  the  party  came  round  by  the 
back  of  a  large  arch,  and  saw  James  and  Go- 
rilla aloft  on  the  tree ;  although  the  latter 
had  fallen  from  the  branch  on  which  he  sat, 
and  was  hanging  by  it  in  a  pitiful  plight,  roar- 
ing out  that  his  neck  would  be  broken,  if  he 
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were  not  speedily  relieved.  The  miller  and 
his  paTty  now  held  up  their  lanterns,  while 
one  of  them  soon  brought  a  ladder,  and  res- 
cued the  musician  ;  the  rest,  in  the  meantime, 
assisting  James  to  descend  in  safety. 

The  party  were  now  all  equally  eager  to 
accommodate  our  travellers  for  the  night ; 
for  there  was  even  a  dispute  among  them  who 
should  have  the  preference  in  shewing  hospi- 
tality; although  it  was  agreed  that  the  one 
who  first  addressed  James  should  take  them 
to  his  house,  as  he  had  a  good  bed,  whereas 
the  rest  slept  all  night  in  the  mill  on  flour- 
bags. 

The  man  to  whose  lot  it  fell  to  entertain 
the  strangers  was  naturally  unkind ;  but  on 
this  occasion  he  felt  a  great  degree  of  sympa- 
thy for  his  forlorn  guests,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  those  to  whom  shipwrecked  mariners 
apply  for  shelter,  treat  them  with  kindness  pro- 
portioned to  the  dangers  which  they  have  es- 
caped.    James  considered  this  trait  of  the  hu- 
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man  character  as  redounding  to  the  credit  of 
mankind,  and  truly  v/orthy  of  imita^on  by 
every  one  who  can  do  a  service  to  another  in 
distress. 

In  the  meantime,  he  and  Gorilla  were  ush- 
ered into  a  large  room,  which  seemed  to  have 
been  occasionally  used  for  holding  grain,  and 
which  was  now  thronged  by  the  neighbours, 
who  came  to  see  our  travellers  as  if  they  had 
been  a  show ;  for  such  is  the  curiosity  of  man- 
kind, that  it  is  easily  excited  by  the  least  cir- 
cumstance that  is  in  any  way  extraordinary. 
The  people  accordingly  looked  at  the  stran- 
gers with  eagerness  ;  and  being  satisfied  that 
there  was  nothing  particular  about  them,  ex- 
cept that  they  had  met  with  an  accident,  re- 
treated one  after  another,  muttering  senti- 
ments of  sympathy  for  their  misfortune.  The 
miller,  in  the  meantime,  having  lighted  his 
pipe,  the  smoke  of  which  he  puffed  into 
James'^s  face,  asked  him  "  how  he  came  to  tell 
alieT 
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"  I  tell  you  a  lie  !"  exclaimed  James,  lifting 
up  the  fiddle-stick,  "  I  tell  no  lies;  my  business 
in  the  world  is  to  prevent  people  from  telling 
lies ;  and  as  this  is  the  case,  it  is  not  very 
likely  that  I  should  be  guilty  of  a  fault  which 
I  wish  to  reform.'"* 

"  No  matter,"  said  the  miller;  "  when  I 
asked  who  you  were,  you  told  me  that  you 
and  your  companion  were  two  blind  fiddlers, 
who  were  travelling  through  the  country : — 
now,  you  seem  to  see  as  well  as  I  or  any  other 
person/' 

'*  True,"  replied  James,  "  I  said  so;  and, 
had  you  been  placed  in  the  same  situation  as 
we  were,  you  would  have  thought  yourself 
blind  enough." 

By  this  time,  a  great  number  of  boys  and 
girls  had  crowded  round  the  fireside,  who 
looked  at  our  travellers  as  if  they  had  fallen 
from  the  moon ;  and  wondered  at  them  as 
much  as  they   would  have  done  at  seeing  a 
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parson,  or  a  chimney-sweeper,  with  a  black 
coat,  sitting  on  a  flour-sack. 

The  attention  of  the  boys  being  attracted 
towards  the  musical  instruments,  the  little 
fellows  began  to  touch  them  with  feeUngs  of 
curiosity ;  but  could  not  imagine  of  what 
thev  were  made,  nor  to  what  purpose  they 
could  be  applied.  But,  besides  boys  and  girls, 
a  great  concourse  of  old  wives  had  assembled 
at  the  fireside,  who  were  smoking  their  pipes ; 
and  a  considerable  number  of  young  lasses, 
who  stared  at  James  as  if  they  thought  him 
handsome.  The  former  were  generally  clad  in 
dark-coloured  gowns,  while  most  of  the  latter 
wore  striped  ones,  with  white  aprons,  and 
were  highly  powdered. 

As  they  all  continued  gazing  on  our  musi- 
cians, and  as  the  miller  did  not  enter  into 
any  conversation,  James  proposed  to  play  a 
tune  to  amuse  them  ;  and  as  the  whole  com- 
pany expressed  their  wish  to  hear  one,  he  and 
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Gorilla,  having  prepared  their  instruments, 
immediately  struck  up  several  tunes,  that 
went  off  with  great  eclat ;  and  the  lasses  hav- 
ing requested  them  to  play  another,  our  musi- 
cians were  induced  to  gratify  their  fair  ad- 
mirers, by  performing  several  other  pieces, 
all  applicable  to  the  place  and  their  own  situa- 
tion. But  whether  the  inhabitants'of  the  mill 
understood  the  music  or  not,  was  a  matter  of 
little  importance  to  our  travellers,  who  played  ' 
merely  to  amuse  them. 

After  our  musicians  had  tired  them  out, 
and  were  as  tired  themselves,  James  lay  down 
on  some  dust-bags,  having  given  up  the  bed 
to  Gorilla  for  his  accommodation.  He  pre- 
ferred sleeping  on  the  bags  for  the  following 
reasons : — First,  Because  they  were  near  the 
fireside  ;  secondly.  Because  he  could  kick  and 
fling  as  long  as  he  liked,  without  disturbing 
Gorilla;  thirdly.  Because  he  ran  less  risk  of 
being  awaked  by  Gorilla,  who,  when  he  was 
much  fatigued,  snored  immoderately  in   his 
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sleep;  and,  fourthly/,  Because  should  the  mil- 
ler take  it  into  his  head  to  iurn  in  again,  he 
might  lie  down  beside  them,  and  thus  there 
would  be  three  in  a  bed ;  or,  perhaps,  he 
might  take  it  into  his  head  to  turn  them 
both  out  for  his  own  accommodation.  For 
these  reasons,  James  gave  the  preference  to 
the  dusty-bags  as  his  place  of  repose  for  the 
morning ;  and,  accordingly,  as  soon  as  the 
company  had  disappeared,  down  he  fell  on 
the  bags,  and  was  asleep  in  an  instant. 

On  awaking,  he  found  no  one  stirring  in 
the  house,  nor  any  damsel,  with  her  tucked- 
up  petticoat,  either  raking  out  the  cinders,  or 
sweeping  the  fireside,  jingling  the  tongs  and 
poker,  blowing  up  the  fire  with  her  mouth, 
or  washing  the  hearth  on  all  fours,  as  if 
she  were  desirous  to  be  thought  a  cleanly 
girl.  James  was  very  glad  that  none  of  these 
operations  were  going  on,  because  he  was  not 
thereby  disturbed,  and  because  he  could  not 
endure  a  newly-washed  house  from  the  smell 
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of  the  yellow  sand,  for  which  servants  in  ge- 
neral seem  to  have  such  a  predilection.  He 
now  therefore  began  to  reflect  on  the  accident 
he  had  met  with  yesterday,  and  on  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  present  condition. 

In  commencing  his  process  of  moralizing, 
James  naturally  thought,  in  the  first  place, 
that  a  snug  bed  at  a  good  inn  was  preferable, 
as  a  place  of  repose,  to  flour-sacks  in  a  miller's 
house ;  although  he  acknowledged  that  a  man 
might  enjoy  as  sound  sleep  on  the  one  as  on 
the  other,  since  it  appeared  that  millers,  who 
had  no  other  couch,  were  even  more  robust 
than  many  persons  who  slept  on  beds  of 
down.  The  next  thing  which  struck  James 
in  his  present  condition  was,  the  great  num- 
ber of  mills  on  the  water  of  Coloa,  which,  he 
thought,  should  induce  the  proprietors  to 
unite  into  a  joint-stock  company  ;  as  it  would 
likely  be  a  good  speculation.  For,  as  there 
would  then  be  no  competition,  the  company 
might  raise  their  price  for  grinding  flour ; 
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and  thus  receive  greater  profits  from  their 
joint-stock,  than  each  could  derive  from  his 
own  exertions.  Besides,  as  individual  mills  are 
often  injured  by  floods,  and  the  proprietors 
thereby  completely  ruined,  the  joint-stock 
company  would  repair  the  damage  from  their 
common  fund ;  and  thus  all  of  them  would  be 
secured  against  the  risk  of  accidents,  to  which 
every  one  was  equally  exposed.  Lastly,  as 
mills  often  suffer  by  fire  as  well  as  by  water, 
James  thought  that  the  proprietors  should 
provide  a  security  against  both,  and  extend 
their  designation,  by  calling  themselves  *'  The 
Joint-stock  Fire  and  Water  Company."  But 
this  speculation  about  the  mills  was  a  digres- 
sion from  the  subject  of  his  accommodation 
at  the  miller's,  with  which  he  set  out  in  his 
moralizing  mood,  and  which  he  wished  to 
consider  more  at  large. 

Although,  as  before  stated,  James  allowed 
that  better  lodging  could  be  had  at  an  inn  than 
in  a  miller's  house,  yet  he  had  slept  sounder  on 
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the  flour-bags  than  ever  he  had  done  in  a  fea- 
ther-bed ;  and  therefore  he  intended,  on  re 
turning  home,  to  recommend  the  use  of  them 
to  all  his  friends  as  a  great  discovery  for  the 
preservation  of  health,  since  they  promoted  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  much  better  than  either 
sheets  or  blankets.  Besides,  flour-bags  were 
a  much  less  expensive  kind  of  couch  than 
feather-beds,  and  also  required  far  less  time 
to  make  up  every  day ;  for,  while  the  one 
must  be  tossed  and  tumbled  about  for  half  an 
hour  at  least  to  adjust  them,  the  other  only 
required  to  be  shaken  once  or  twice,  and  then 
they  might  be  spread  down  again  in  an  instant. 
Such  being  the  advantages  of  dusty  bags 
as  a  comfortable  couch,  James  determined 
that,  in  his  future  travels,  he  would  always 
prefer  sleeping  either  in  a  mill,  or  in  a  miller's 
house,  whenever  he  could  find  one,  rather 
than  in  the  best  inn  on  the  road.  For,  be- 
sides the  advantages  now  mentioned,  at  the 
former  he  could  easily  procure  a  night's  lodg- 
ings for  nothing,  or  at  the  most  for  a  trifle ; 
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whereas  at  the  latter,  he  had  not  only  to  pay 
dearly  for  his  supper,  bed,  and  breakfast,  but 
also  to  settle  with  the  waiters,  who  teased  him 
with  their  bowing,  and  scraping,  and  servility ; 
and  perhaps  to  treat  the  landlord  with  a  glass 
before  parting,  as  not  one  of  that  tribe  ever 
shews  civility  to  his  guests  for  nothing. 

When  James  reflected  on  the  general  self- 
ishness which  prevails  in  the  world,  and  con- 
sidered that  scarcely  any  one  will  oblige  an- 
other without  a  view  of  serving  himself,  he 
could  not  help  entertaining  a  very  unfavour- 
able opinion  of  mankind  at  large.  He  allow- 
ed however  that,  though  they  all  resembled 
each  other  in  certain  leading  quaUties,  there 
was  still  a  very  great  difference  in  their  cha- 
racters, which  he  compared  to  a  bag  of  nuts, 
many  of  which  grew  on  the  adjoining  banks, 
and  suggested  the  simile  that  was  not  less 
just  than  it  was  ingenious.  For  he  supposed 
that,  of  two  or  three  hundred  nuts  in  a  bag, 
.some  might  be  fresh,  others  rotten ;  some 
might  be  large,  others  small  ;  some  might  be 
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carefully  picked,  others  denuded  only  of  a- 
part  of  their  husks.  Now,  thought  he,  the 
fresh  nuts  may  represent  those  who  have 
sound  heads  and  honest  hearts ;  the  rotten 
ones,  those  who  have  perverse  principles  and 
bad  dispositions  ;  the  large  nuts  may  typify 
philosophers  and  men  of  science ;  the  small 
ones,  men  of  grovelhng  imaginations  and  dis- 
positions ;  the  nuts  that  are  carefully  picked, 
may  be  compared  to  careful  and  money-mak- 
ing citizens  ;  and  those  that  had  some  of  their 
husks  remaining,  to  a  miser  who,  on  losing  a 
little  money,  exclaims, — "  I  declare  I  am 
completely  robbed  !"  although  he  may  have  a 
large  bag  of  money  locked  up  in  his  strong 
box. 

He  next  considered  the  qualities  of  nuts  as 
they  grow  on  the  tree;  and  thought  that 
those  which  are  left  unpulled  resemble  the 
lower  classes  of  society ;  for,  as  it  could  not 
be  known  whether  nuts  were  good  or  bad, 
sweet  or  sour,  fresh  or  rotten,  before  they 
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were  tried,  so  neither  could  the  characters  of 
the  vulgar  be  developed,  until  they  were 
placed  in  circumstances  to  shew  their  talents 
or  dispositions.  In  like  manner  he  conceived, 
that  those  nuts  which  had  fallen  from  the 
tree  by  the  violence  of  the  wind,  were  a  j  ust 
emblem  of  persons  that  will  do  nothing  for 
themselves,  but  depend  on  others  who,  being 
teased  with  their  importunities,  shake  them 
off,  and  thus  leave  them  to  fall  into  contempt. 
Lastly,  James  thought  that  nuts,  which,  on 
being  pulled,  are  found  to  be  deaf,  might 
represent  coxcombs  who  have  empty  heads ; 
while  those  which  had  a  hole  in  them  resem- 
bled wiseacres,  who  are  crack-brained. 

Such  were  a  few  illustrations  that  James 
derived  from  the  nuts,  by  comparing  their 
different  qualities  with  the  talents  and  dispo- 
sitions of  mankind;  but  as  these  fruits  did 
not  furnish  a  sufficient  number  of  similes,  he 
therefore  had  recourse  to  other  objects  of 
comparison,  and  thought  that  your  inactive. 
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indolent  mortals  might  be  likened  to  oysters, 
that  lie  still,  unless  driven  hither  and  thither 
by  the  tide ;  while  your  saucy  petulant  up- 
starts might  be  compared  to  cinders,  as  tliey 
have  in  general  more  shew  than  substance. 

James  even  conceived  that  his  Cremona  fid- 
dle was  not  a  bad  representation  of  mankind ; 
as  the  higher  ranks  might  be  compared  to  the 
treble,  the  middle  classes  to  the  tenor,  and 
the  lower  classes  to  the  bass ;  for,  as  all  these 
gradations  of  sound  must  be  united  to  form 
harmonious  music,  so,  when  all  the  various 
grades  of  society  concur  in  acting  their  parts 
with  decorum,  the  world  dances  finely  on ; 
but  as  the  different  strings  of  a  fiddle,  when 
not  in  tune,  produce  discord  instead  of  har- 
mony, in  like  manner,  when  the  several  orders 
of  the  state  are  not  in  unison,  mutual  animo- 
sity forthwith  ensues,  which  disturbs  more  or 
less  the  general  tranquillity.  The  same  thing 
may  be  said  of  private  families ;  for  when  the 
master,  mistress,  children,  and  servants,  be- 
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have  in  a  manner  suited  to  their  stations,  they 
will  always  produce  the  most  harmonious 
concord;  but,  if  the  master  attempts  to  act 
the  part  of  the  mistress,  or  the  mistress  to 
assume  that  of  the  master,  if  the  children 
tyrannize  over  the  servants,  and  the  servants 
disobey  their  master,  or  spoil  his  children, 
the  family  will  become  a  scene  of  noisy  up- 
roar and  jarring  discord.  Hence  James  con- 
cluded that,  as  the  different  notes  of  music 
in  a  tune  must  all  be  played  to  produce  har- 
mony, so  the  different  individuals  of  every 
state  or  family  should  keep  their  stations,  in 
order  to  preserve  mutual  concord. 

Our  sagacious  traveller  also  considered 
that,  as  all  fiddles  are  not  equally  good,  and  as 
some  of  their  strings  may  be  out  of  tune, 
while  others  are  never  in  tune  at  all ;  so,  in 
like  manner,  the  members  of  some  families 
are  generally  in  good  humour  with  each  other, 
while  those  of  others  are  very  seldom  in  a 
blithesome  mood  ;  or,  if  they  are  so  occasion- 
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ally,  it  does  not  long  continue ;  so  that  there 
is  no  uniform  harmony  among  them.  Nay, 
even  suppose  a  family  should  live  together  in 
the  utmost  happiness,  yet  such  is  the  insta- 
bility of  all  earthly  comforts,  that,  when  disap- 
pointment, affliction,  or  death,  seizes  any  of  its 
members,  the  rest  are  thereby  so  much  dis- 
pirited, as  to  lose  the  power  of  delighting 
each  other  by  the  harmonious  vibrations  of 
mutual  endearments,  in  the  same  manner  as  a 
fiddle,  when  it  falls  from  a  peg  on  which  it  is 
hung,  is  broken  to  pieces,  and  ceases  to  be 
capable  of  cheering  the  soul  by  the  strains  of 
music. 

Reflecting  on  this  melancholy  simile,  James 
could  not  help  exclaiming, — "  What  is  human 
life,  but  a  state  of  existence  in  which  we  are 
exposed  to  misery  by  the  caprices  of  others, 
by  the  accidents  of  fortune,  by  the  agonies  of 
disease,  and  by  the  stroke  of  death  !" 

Our  traveller  also  conceived,  that  life  may 
justly  be  compared  to  a  lottery ;  for,  as  some 
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may  draw  a  prize  of  thousands,  others,  one 
that  produces  hundreds,  and  some,  one  that 
turns  up  only  scores,  while  most  pull  out 
a  mere  blank ;  so  one  man  is  bom  to  be 
a  king,  another  to  be  a  noble,  and  a  third  to 
be  a  gentleman ;  while  the  greater  part  of 
mankind  have  neither  rank  nor  fortune,  but 
must  succeed  in  the  world  by  their  own  exer- 
tions the  best  way  they  can. 

As  for  James,  he  neither  courted  nor  en- 
vied the  stations  of  the  great,  well  knowing 
that  they  expose  men  to  various  anxieties, 
from  which  those  of  inferior  rank  are  alto- 
gether free  ; — and  although  he  was  one  of  the 
neediest  of  the  needy,  yet,  so  long  as  he  could 
earn  his  bread  by  his  fiddle,  he  considered 
himself  as  independent  as  any  man  living. 
The  only  thing  that  vexed  him  a  little  at  pre- 
sent was,  the  wretched  state  of  his  wearing- 
apparel,  which  had  become  almost  thread- 
bare; for  his  coat  was  out  at  the  elbows, 
and  the  very  buttons  were  dropping  off  it,  so 
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that  he  was  almost  ashamed  to  appear  in  decent 
company,  and  without  any  prospect  of  seeing 
better  days.  But  he  repined  not  at  his  pre- 
sent condition ;  as  he  had  voluntarily  set  out 
to  brave  every  hardship  in  accomplishing  his 
purpose  of  seeing  the  world, — while  the  know- 
ledge he  acquired,  by  his  trials  and  privations, 
would  not  only  enable  him  to  teach  others 
how  to  endure  them  with  fortitude,  but  also 
one  day  afford  to  himself  a  source  of  pleasing 
recollections.  Forsan  hcec  et  olim  meminisse 
juvahit. 

Our  traveller  having  finished  his  medita- 
tions, and  being  neither  interrupted  by  the 
miller,  by  Gorilla,  nor  by  any  damsel  in  the 
house,  again  fell  asleep ; — and  such  was  the 
influence  of  the  flour-bags  over  his  imagina- 
tion, that  he  dreamed  he  had  acquired  im- 
mense wealth  without  having  done  any  thing 
to  obtain  it ; — that  he  was  a  mighty  potentate, 
who  had  all  the  riches  of  the  East  at  his  com- 
mand;  and  that  all  the  neighbouring  sove^ 
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reigns  not  only  paid  him  tribute,  but  also 
sent  to  him  for  supplies  of  treasure.  He 
thought  that  he  saw  waggons  of  gold  and  of 
precious  stones  standing  before  his  palace 
gate,  to  be  disposed  of  according  to  his  plea- 
sure ; — but  that  he  himself,  so  far  from  be- 
ing happier  by  possessing  so  much  wealth, 
was  only  the  more  perplexed  with  care  and 
anxieties,  from  which  he  wished  always  to  be 
free,  by  being  satisfied  with  what  was  neces- 
sary to  supply  his  necessities.  He  was  soon 
relieved,  however,  from  this  imaginary  state 
of  solicitude ;  for  he  awoke,  and,  behold !  it 
was  a  dream. 

On  thinking  of  the  extraordinary  nature 
of  this  dream,  his  anticipations,  that  he 
would  one  day  be  a  great  man,  were  fully 
confirmed ;  for,  as  he  believed  in  witches, 
ghosts,  and  hobgoblins,  he  believed  also  in 
dreams,  and  augured  that  better  fortune 
would  attend  him  at  some  future  period.  But 
he  could  not  understand  how  the  dream  could 
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be  suggested  by  his  present  circumstances, 
since  these  were  so  different  from  those  of  an 
Eastern  monarch ;  and  therefore  he  conceived 
that  the  numerous  stories  he  had  heard  about 
hidden  treasures,  and  particularly  those  of 
Lamando  and  Arundal,  must  have  been  run- 
ning in  his  head,  and  played  this  trick  on  his 
imagination. 

Our  traveller  had  scarcely  finished  his  re- 
flections on  this  romantic  dream,  when  his 
attention  was  called  to  a  no  less  romantic  per- 
sonage who  paid  him  a  visit.  There  lived  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  this  collection  of  mills, 
a  strange  character  who,  having  been  an  an- 
tiquarian, had  now  retired  from  the  world, 
and  having  heard  of  the  accident  which  had 
nearly  proved  fatal  to  our  two  travellers,  call- 
ed at  the  mill  as  James  was  washing  him- 
self. He  entered  without  ceremony,  carrying 
a  sword,  and  thus  accosted  James  : — "  This 
sword,"  said  he,  "  was  carried  before  Pope 
Pius    I.    at   Rome,    and    was   brought   into 
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Spain  hy  Philip  II.,  who  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Henry  VIII.,  and  cousin  to  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots,  a.  d.  1554.  "  Here,  sir, 
is  also  a  coin,  the  letters  of  which  have  been 
obliterated  by  age;  so  that  it  is  a  rare  cu- 
riosity. Keren's  another  great  curiosity; — a 
butterfly,  which  was  caught  in  1745,  the 
year  of  the  rebellion  in  Scotland  ; — it  is  in  a 
state  of  fine  preservation,  and  it  has  been 
shown  to  all  the  potentates  in  Europe.  Here 
is  likewise  a  very  curious  wooden  vessel,  that 
was  found  in  America  in  the  year  1775." 

James,  having  examined  these  rarities,  told 
the  antiquarian  that  he  thought  the  hand-basin 
in  which  he  now  washed  himself  seemed  as 
great  a  curiosity  as  his  wooden  bowl ;  and  that 
he  had  seen  hundreds  of  old  coins,  stuffed  but- 
terflies, caterpillars,  and  insects,  with  which 
his  could  not  be  compared.  The  antiquarian 
was  piqued  at  James  for  disparaging  his  ra- 
rities; and,  taking  up  his  wooden  vessel, 
walked  away.— After   his  departure,    James 
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and  Gorilla  breakfasted  with  the  miller,  and, 
for  the  first  time  since  they  began  their  travels, 
found  that  bonny-clabber  made  a  very  whole- 
some morning's  meal.  After  paying  for  their 
fare  and  lodging,  and  rewarding  the  miller 
for  the  trouble  they  had  given  him,  they 
took  their  departure,  wishing  every  success 
to  the  mill,  and  the  "  Fire  and  Water  Joint- 
stock  Company." 

They  were  by  this  time  within  nine  miles 
of  Toledo ;  both  of  them  being  now  nearly  in 
tatters.  In  proceeding  onward,  they  came  to 
a  large  gate  on  the  road-side,  within  which 
stood  a  range  of  carriages.  This  they  thought 
was  a  good  omen  that  something  might  be 
got  to  line  their  purses; — knowing  that  per- 
sons who  can  afford  to  give  feasts  are  gene- 
rally liberal  in  paying  for  music.  They  there- 
fore began  to  prepare  their  fiddles,  and  were 
in  high  expectations  that  they  would  be  well 
recompensed  for  playing  some  of  their  fa- 
vourite airs,   provided  none  of  the   sons  of 
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Apollo  had  got  the  start  of  them.  Being  ad- 
mitted at  the  gate,  they  proceeded  down  the 
avenue  towards  the  mansion,  where  they  per- 
ceived the  livery-servants  flying  about  like  so 
many  scared  hens  ;  and  concluded  that  some- 
thing extraordinary  must  be  going  on  within 
doors.  James  was  so  elated  at  the  thought 
of  the  approaching  festivities,  (for  he  was  al- 
ways delighted  to  see  others  happy,)  that  he 
brandished  his  violin  over  his  head,  and, 
walking  boldly  up  to  the  front  of  the  house, 
exclaimed  in  the  words  of  his  favourite  poet,— 

"  Yet  all  the  gorgeous  vanity  of  state 
I  can  contemplate  with  a  cool  disdain  ; 
Nor  shall  the  honours  of  the  gay  or  great 
E'er  wound  my  bosom  with  an  envious  pain. 
Avails  it  aught,  the  grandeur  of  your  halls 
With  all  the  glory  of  the  pencil  hung, 
If  Tftith,  fair  Truth^  within  the  unhallow'd  walls 
Hath  never  whispex'd  with  her  seraph  tongue  ?" 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

James  and  Gorilla  had  now  prepared  to  com- 
mence their  musical  operations ;  when  the 
butler,  who  had  observed  their  intention, 
came  up  and  civilly  requested  that  they 
would  desist.  James  told  him  that  they 
followed  a  lawful  calling,  and  bid  him  attend 
to  his  own  concerns,  and  look  after  his  dan- 
cing lackeys,  to  see  that  none  of  them  were 
blown  away  by  the  wind.  The  butler,  find- 
ing that  he  could  make  nothing  of  the  fid- 
dlers, soon  disappeared  and  returned  to  the 
house. 

By  this  time  a  great  concourse  of  people 
had  assembled  on  the  lawn  ;-^for,  wherever 
there  is  an  appearance  of  any  stir,  (and  an 
unusual  collection  of  carriages  may  justly  ha 
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considered  such,)  it  generally  happens,  as  it 
did  on  this  occasion,  that  a  number  of  per- 
sons, from  idle  curiosity,  flock  round  to  learn 
what  it  is. 

In  these  cases,  even  genteel  persons  may  be 
seen,  who,  having  learned  a  little  Latin,  come 
to  read  the  mottos  of  the  coats-of-arms  on  the 
carriages.  If  any  of  this  description  who 
were  present  had  been  physiognomists,  they 
might  have  read  on  James'  countenance  at 
this  time  the  emblematical  inscription : — 
*'  Ihim  spiro,  spero.''''  Many  of  the  crowd 
seeing  James  and  his  companion  moving  for- 
ward, had  followed  them  in  order  to  get  their 
ears  refreshed  at  no  expense,  and  thus  in- 
creased the  number  of  persons  assembled  be- 
fore the  door.  The  butler  now  made  his  ap- 
pearance again,  followed  by  five  or  six  highly- 
powdered  fops,  in  red,^  green,  and  yellow 
breeches, — with  heads  that  must  have  taken 
the  best  part  of  a  sack  of  flour  to  whiten  them, 
—all  armed  with  rapiers,  clubs,  and  sticks. 
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James  immediately  stood  on  the  defensive ; 
but,  finding  them  beginning  to  close  upon 
him,  he  dealt  around  him  with  the  bow  of  his 
Cremona  with  such  dexterity,  as  resembled 
that  of  a  man  beating  carpets  for  a  wager. 
The  battle  continued  to  rage  loud  and  long ; 
while  the  wind,  which  blew  violently,  did 
great  execution  upon  the  lackeys'  heads,  by 
making  the  powder  fly  so  thick  as  nearly  to 
bedim  the  air. 

As  James  was  stationed  in  the  midst  of  the 
fray,  he  received  several  blows  which  almost 
knocked  out  his  eyes,  and  made  him  see 
more  lanterns  than  he  had  ever  seen  at  the 
mills  of  Magueda.  As  Gorilla  was  likewise 
beset  by  the  lackeys,  he  suffered  some  con- 
tusions in  the  face,  which  exasperated  him 
so  much  that,  with  his  bass-viol,  he  laid  two 
or  three  of  them  sprawling  on  the  ground, 
roaring  out  for  quarter.  At  this  crisis  of  the 
battle,  one  of  the  crowd  rang  the  alarm-bell, 
which  brought  most  of  the  company  who  were 
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at  dinner  to  the  scene  of  action  to  see  fair 
play.  By  this  time  James,  whose  face  was  as 
white  as  if  it  had  been  dusted  by  the  kitchen- 
drudger,  redoubled  the  violence  of  his  strokes 
on  his  antagonists  ;  till  at  last  the  bow-string 
of  his  fiddle  caught  hold  of  the  butler's  nose, 
which  was  of  no  ordinary  size,  and  in  this 
way  brought  him  to  the  ground,  amidst  the 
acclamations  of  the  whole  crowd,  who  seemed 
to  be  all  on  the  side  of  our  musicians. 

All  the  lackeys  were  now  beat  off  except 
two, — who,  seeing  how  their  brethren  had 
been  treated,  took  to  their  heels  and  made 
their  escape.  James  having  put  all  his  anta- 
gonists to  flight,  took  out  his  pocket-handker- 
chief, and  wiped  from  his  face  the  flour 
which  had  fallen  from  their  heads,  and  nearly 
Winded  him. 

At  the  end  of  this  fray,  a  circumstance 
happened  which  excited  as  much  interest  as 
the  fray  itself  had  done.  James'  brother-in- 
law,  Don  Riazo,  to  whom  the  mansion  be- 
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bnged,  no  sooner  recognised  his  long-lost  re- 
lation, than  he  rushed  through  the  crowd,  and 
embraced  him  with  transports  of  gladness,  to 
the  no  small  astonishment  of  the  assembled 
spectators.  Indeed,  it  was  no  wonder  that 
they  should  be  astonished  to  behold  a  Spanish 
grandee,  attired  like  a  prince,  hugging  in  his 
arms  a  ragged  fiddler,  who  had  been  fighting 
with  lackeys !  But  this  was  nothing  to  what 
followed. 

Donna  Riazo  and  her  sister  being  inform- 
ed that  their  brother  was  before  the  door, 
immediately  ran  down  the  steps  with  greater 
speed  than  ever  a  Spanish  lady  had  done 
before;  and,  having  saluted  him  with  af- 
fectionate endearment,  led  him  triumphantly, 
arm  in  arm,  (followed  by  Gorilla  and  the 
nuisical  instruments)  through  the  midst  of 
the  surrounding  company, — to  the  amaze- 
ment of  the  crowd,  and  the  mortification  of 
the  lackeys  who  beheld  the  scene.  They 
marched  forward  with  slow  and  solemn  steps, 
followed  by  an  immense  crowd  of  spectators, 
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who,  with  their  hats  in  the  air,  cheered  thi 
party  with  the  loudest  acclamations. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  house,  Don  Riazo 
presented  James  and  Gorilla  with  two  of  the 
richest  dresses  that  had  ever  been  seen,  being 
all  of  satin  lined  with  silk, — as  also  with  satin 
breeches,  silk  stockings,  and,  in  short,  with  a 
full  suit  equal  in  value  to  that  which  he  him- 
self wore  on  this  occasion.  James  looked  at 
this  splendid  attire  with  astonishment,  and 
requested  his  brother-in-law  to  give  him  one 
much  less  gorgeous ;  although  Don  Riazo  re- 
fused to  do  so,  alleging  that  there  was  no 
dress  in  Spain  too  magnificent  for  so  great  a 
man.  He  condescended,  however,  to  let 
James  and  Gorilla  have  their  choice  of  any  suits 
in  his  wardrobe  which  they  might  prefer  ;  and 
accordingly  the  former  selected  a  Spanish 
cloak  of  red  satin,  lined  with  blue,  trimmed 
with  gold  lace,  and  sparkling  with  diamonds ; 
while  the  latter  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to 
accept  any  of  the  dresses,  which,  he  said, 
would  never  become  him,  and  which  he  was 
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not  worthy  to  wear,  from  being  a  man  of 
humble  station,  who  could  do  nothing  but 
thrumb  upon  a  guitar,  a  tambourine,  or  bass- 
viol. 

In  reply  to  these  objections  against  receiv- 
ing the  dress,  James  told  Gorilla  that,  as  he 
was  his  friend,  he  must  wear  the  same  dress 
as  himself,  or  at  least  one  that  was  equally 
grand,  though  it  might  be  of  a  different  co- 
lour. To  this  Gorilla  rejoined,  that  he  wished 
rather  to  wear  his  own  clothes,  as  more  suit- 
able to  one  of  his  rank  ;  but  James  would  not 
allow  him,  since  they  could  not,  he  said,  then 
associate  on  equal  terms,  and  as  he  could  not 
enter  the  servants'  apartments  without  the 
risk  of  being  turned  out.  While  this  dis- 
pute betwixt  James  and  Gorilla  continued, 
the  dinner  which  had  been  prepared  for  the 
company  was  taken  from  the  table ;  and  or- 
ders were  given  to  provide  fresh  turkeys,  ham, 
and  chickens,  which  should  be  served  up 
exactly    at  nine  oVlock.      This   change    of 
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the  dinner-hour  from  five  to  nine  enraged 
the  cook  and  butler  to  such  a  degree,  that 
they  both  wished  the  fiddlers  at  the  devil ;  as 
they  had  got  no  dinner,  and  were  not  per- 
mitted to  taste  any  till  the  company  had  dined, 
under  pain  of  dismissal. 

"  Be  kind,  ye  Powers !  and,  still  propitious,  send 

This  paragon  of  feeding  to  our  halls  ; 

With  this  regaled,  who  would,  vain  glorious,  wish 

For  towering  pyramids,  superbly  crown'd 

With  jellies,  syllabubs,  or  ice-cream  rare  ? 

These  can  amuse  the  eye,  and  may  bestow 

A  short-lived  pleasure  to  a  palate  strange." 

James  and  Gorilla  having  now  agreed 
about  the  dress  they  should  wear,  had  their 
noses  regaled  with  a  savoury  smell  from  a 
profusion  of  the  richest  viands  preparing  in 
tlie  kitchen ;  but  that  did  not  satisfy  their 
appetites,  which  now  began  to  crave  some- 
thing better  than  the  smell  of  a  dinner.  The 
first,  which  was  very  sumptuous,  had  been 
ordered  out  to  the  lawn,   for  the  benefit  of 
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those  who  had  assembled  to  see  the  carriages, 
and  who  had  witnessed  the  battle. 

The  livery-servants  appointed  to  distribute 
the  provisions  were  to  be  divided  into  three 
classes,  and  chosen  by  the  head-servant  who 
waited  at  table,  as  he  was  a  better  judge  of 
what  is  good  manners  than  any  one  not  ac- 
customed to  the  regulations  of  a  feast.  These 
lackeys  were  to  have  no  powder  on  their  heads 
while  helping  round  the  dishes ;  they  were  all 
to  have  leather-gloves  on  their-  hands,  and  no 
large  buttons  on  their  coats,  for  fear  of  draw- 
ing over  the  tablecloth. 

To  the  charge  of  these  servants  was  the 
company  on  the  lawn  consigned,  to  have 
their  various  stations  appointed  at  the 
tables ;  while  the  directions  given  for  se- 
lecting them  were, — that  those  who,  in  in- 
quiring for  each  other's  health,  could  pro- 
nounce with  ease  and  gracefulness  the  syl- 
lables— hadd-add-a, — who  were  well-dressed, 
who    wore     gold     rings,     and    who    could 

VOL.  III.  L 


242   THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 

prove  that,  on  meeting  with  an  equal,  he  pre- 
sented to  them  only  one  finger, — who  could 
carve  well,  use  a  knife  and  fork,  and  sit 
gracefully,  should  be  admitted  to  the  first 
table; — while  those  who  could  help  about 
the  soup,  without  filling  the  plate  too  full, — 
who,  in  handing  it  across  the  table,  did  not 
extend  their  elbows  so  as  to  overset  the  candle- 
stick,— who  never  dropped  a  piece  of  meat 
from  the  end  of  their  knives,  or  a  hen  from 
the  end  of  their  forks, — who  never  took  any 
thing  so  hot  that  it  burnt  their  tongues, — 
who  never  smacked  their  lips  on  tasting  sa- 
voury food, — who  never  drank  wine  at  one 
side  of  their  mouths, — and  who  could  handle 
a  tooth-pick  with  ease  and  dexterity,  should 
be  set  down  at  the  second  table ; — and  that 
those  who  refrained  from  rolling  pieces  of 
bread  with  their  fingers, — displacing  some 
loose  hairs  on  their  foreheads, — taking  hold 
occasionally  of  their  nose  and  chin  with  the 
thumb  and  forefinger  of  their  left  hands, — who 
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never  produced  a  snuff-box  till  the  table- 
cloth was  removed, — who  could  sit  without 
putting  their  right  hands  into  their  pockets,— 
who  pretended  to  look  big  and  consequential, 
— who  could  dine  without  spectacles, — who 
could  drink  without  choking  and  throwing 
the  contents  of  their  cup  in  their  neighbours"* 
faces, — should  have  a  right  to  be  placed  at 
the  third  table. 

Although  the  company  on  the  lawn  con- 
sisted of  three  divisions,  yet  it  was  found 
necessary  that  there  should  be  a  fourth^ 
for  those  who  wore  powder,  or  pow- 
dered wigs, — all  of  whom  were  to  dine  by 
themselves ;  because,  if  any  of  them  should 
shake  a  quantity  of  hair-powder  into  his 
neighbour's  plate,  the  other  might  shake  as 
much  into  his  in  return.  The  whole  com- 
pany having  thus  their  respective  stations  as- 
signed them,  sat  down  to  dinner ;  and  James 
being  anxious  to  see  this  fete  champetre^  re- 
quested his  sisters,   his  brother-in-law,   and 
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Gorilla,  to  accompany  him  to  the  lawn.  They 
accordingly  proceeded  thither,  and  were  all  de- 
lighted with  the  appearance  of  the  company, 
especially  with  the  silence  in  which  they 
dined,  as  it  was  a  complete  contrast  to  the 
mode  of  ordinary  dinners,  at  which  nobody 
can  get  in  a  word,  from  the  universal  chatter- 
ing among  the  guests. 

Our  travellers  would  fain  have  sat  down  to 
table,  and  dined  with  the  company,  as  they 
were  by  this  time  nearly  starving  with 
hunger ;  and  knew  not  how  to  satiate  their 
craving  appetites  till  nine  o'clock.  They 
thought  it  most  preposterous  to  delay  dinner 
till  the  time  when  they  should  have  been  sit- 
ting down  to  supper ;  and  could  not  conceive 
how  the  great  could  live  all  day  without  food, 
— not  knowing,  or  not  considering,  that  per- 
sons of  quality  have  what  they  call  a  lunch, 
which  consists  of  cold  meat,  oysters,  sand- 
wiches,  tongue,   fruit,    cake,    and  pudding; 

together  with  wine,  porter,  strong  ale,  beer, 
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and  every  thing  that  is  either  nourishing  or 
palatable.  The  reason  which  the  Spanish 
grandees  alleged  for  this  practice  was,  that  the 
day  being  generally  very  warm,  they  prefer- 
red a  cold  collation,  instead  of  a  dinner,  in  the 
afternoon,  and  a  hot  dinner,  instead  of  a  sup- 
per, in  the  evening.  But  the  true  reason  why 
they  dined  so  late  was,  that  they  might  not 
take  their  meals  at  the  same  hour  as  ordinary 
persons ;  and  James  believed,  that  if  the  one 
should  dine  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  the 
other  would  not  sup  till  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  Such  practices,  he  thought,  were 
little  short  of  an  attempt  to  invert  the  order 
of  nature ;  as  those  who  adopted  them  did, 
in  this  respect,  turn  day  into  night,  and  night 
into  day. 

James  also  found  some  of  the  Spaniards  re- 
markable for  gluttony,  although  they  pretended 
to  great  temperance  ;  and  he  once  met  with  a 
man  who  told  him  that  he  never  took  any  sup- 
per at  all,  but  merely  ate  the  leg  of  a  fowl,  a 
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slice  of  ham,  or  a  bit  of  cheese,  and  drank  a 
bottle  of  porter  and  a  glass  of  warm  wine  ; — 
all  of  which  he  called — no  supper  ! 

Our  hero  and  his  friends  were  much  pleased 
with  the  courteous  behaviour  of  the  party  at 
xhe  first  table,  all  of  whom  shewed  a  disposi- 
tion to  help  each  other ; — which  seemed  the 
more  remarkable,  as  it  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, from  the  gratuitous  nature  and  supe- 
rior excellence  of  the  entertainment,  that  each 
would  have  been  dissecting  for  himself  the 
sirloins  of  beef  and  mutton,  cutting  up  the 
pies  and  tarts,  or  tearing  from  one  another''s 
plates  the  breast,  legs,  or  wings  of  hens  or 
turkeys,  to  replenish  their  own.  No  such 
practices  however  were  to  be  seen,  and  they 
all  behaved  with  the  utmost  decorum  ;  al- 
though there  were  some  who  had  the  table- 
cloth tucked  up  under  their  chins,  and,  from 
the  motion  of  their  hands  and  arms,  seemed 
to  handle  their  knives  and  forks  with  great 
rapidity. 
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The  party  next  repaired  to  the  second  table, 
where  they  observed  a  number  of  young  Jbps, 
who,  in  attempting  to  dissect  the  fowls  on  the 
table,  were  such  bad  carvers,  that,  before  get- 
ting off  the  wing  of  a  goose  or  the  leg  of  a  tur- 
key, they  bespattered  both  themselves  and 
their  neighbours  with  the  gravy.  There  was 
only  one  at  this  table  who  had  the  tablecloth 
pinned  below  his  chin,  and  who  appeared  to 
be  the  most  unmanageable,  as  he  had  swal- 
lowed a  large  dose  of  wine,  and,  being  top- 
heavy,  very  nearly  overset  the  table  and  all 
the  dishes. 

The  third  table  was  filled  with  genteel, 
elderly  persons,  who,  being  polite  and  well- 
bred,  had  not  thrust  themselves  forward  as 
those  at  the  other  tables  had  done ;  and  it  was 
fortunate  for  them,  as  they  fared  the  better. 
For  at  this  table  there  seemed  to  be  a  dis- 
play of  more  substantial  dishes  than  at  any  of 
the  rest, — such  as  roast-beef  and  plum-pud- 
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ding,  which  were  more  soUd  food  than  bla- 
mange  and  cheesecakes. 

James  and  Gorilla  being  now  very  hungry, 
could  not  refrain  from  seating  themselves  at  this 
table  to  partake  of  its  dainties ;  while  Don 
Riazo  and  the  ladies  took  a  walk  round  the 
lawn.  But  our  hero  soon  found  himself  in  very 
unpleasant  company,  as  a  young  lady  of  not 
more  than  seven  and  twenty,  who  sat  near  him, 
seemed  to  have  acquired  all  the  qualities  of  an 
old  maid  of  fifty.  Her  talent  for  loquacity 
vented  itself  in  abuse  against  the  manners  of  the 
age,  which  she  reprobated  to  such  a  degree  that 
James  could  scarcely  restrain  his  indignation 
at  her  scurrility.  She  said  that  all  ladies  of 
quality,  such  as  herself,  although  born  beggars, 
were  the  only  wives  fit  for  a  prince ;  while  a 
merchant,  who  may  be  worth  half  a  million,  is 
not,  by  the  laws  of  etiquette,  a  match  for  a 
grandee's  daughter  who  has  not  a  ducat. 
Had   this  fine  lady,  thought   James,  known 
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that  she  was  now  sitting  in  company  with  two 
itinerant  fiddlers,  she  must  have  fainted ; — as 
she  seemed  to  prefer  a  titled  man  in  rags  be- 
fore an  untitled  one  in  satin. 

Accordingly,  she  gave  a  specimen  of  the 
estimation  in  which  she  held  every  one  ac- 
cording to  his  station,  by  styling  captains  and 
majors  of  the  army  genteel  mechanics,  and 
generals  or  field-marshals  their  foremen ; 
while  she  called  men  of  liberal  professions  by 
the  designation  of  lackeys,  and  almost  fell 
into  a  swoon  at  the  mention  of  physicians, 
surgeons,  and  apothecaries; — although  she 
would  have  been  much  the  better  had  she 
been  bled  and  blistered  for  her  imperti- 
nence. 

James  having  seen  enough  of  this  high-bred 
lady,  turned  from  her  with  disgust  to  a 
gentleman  who  seemed  very  active  in  tearing 
asunder  the  leg  of  a  hen,  while  his  mouth 
and  fingers  were  all  besmeared  with  grease. 
Although  in  this  condition,  he  could  not  re- 

L  2 
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frain  from  telling  the  company  that  he  had 
taken  it  into  his  head  to  turn  author;  and 
that  he  was  persuaded,  if  a  man  only  got  the 
knack  of  writing  books  (no  matter  what  they 
were),  he  might  be  quite  sure  of  making  a 
fortune.  James  was  not  a  little  surprised 
at  hearing  this  from  a  decent,  respectable- look- 
ing, dark-coloured  little  man,  and  asked  him 
upon  what  subjects  he  employed  his  pen. 
The  gentleman  said  that  he  could  write  on 
any  subject ; — ^poetry,  antiquities,  history,  ro- 
mances, any  thing ; — they  were  all  the  same  to 
him,  as  every  book  he  published  was  equally 
well  received.  But  he  added,  that  he  had 
lately  renounced  almost  every  other  subject, 
and  betaken  himself  to  the  writing  of  novels, 
which  he  dealt  out  in  three  or  four  duodeci- 
mos all  the  days  of  the  year.  The  reason  he 
gave  for  preferring  this  species  of  composition 
was,  that  the  imaginations  of  most  people  are 
stronger  than  their  judgments;  and  hence 
there  was  a  far  greater  number  of  novel-read- 
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ers  than  of  any  other  books,  such  as  those  of 
science  or  literature,  or  general  knowledge. 
Indeed,  so  insatiable  was  the  appetite  of  ^- 
7ndle  readers  for  fashionable  novels,  that 
whenever  he  announced  the  title  of  a  new 
one,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  writing 
whatever  came  into  his  head  to  fill  it  up,  in 
order  to  gratify  the  washes  of  thousands, 
whose  chief  delight  consisted  in  reading,  re- 
hearsing, and  talking  of  its  contents  to  all 
their  acquaintances.  By  these  means,  he  had 
now  become  so  popular  in  this  hne,  that  if  a 
novel,  however  hastily  written,  however  ir- 
regular in  its  plan,  however  defective  in  its 
execution,  bore  on  its  title-page  that  it  was 
"  by  the  author  of  Somnus  Solemnus,"  it  was 
instantly  bought  up  by  all  the  ladies  from  fif- 
teen to  threescore,  and  by  all  the  gentlemen 
who  would  qualify  themselves  for  entering 
into  the  chit-chat  of  a  tea-table. 

James  having  listened  to  this  wonderful 
detail,  asked  the  gentleman  what  peculiarities 
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formed  the   leading   features  of  his   works* 
which  were  so  much  admired. 

"  Oh !  as  to  that,"  rephed  he,  tearing  off 
another  leg  of  the  hen,  "  I  believe  it  is  a  long 
time  since  the  world  has  heard  of  Tom 
Thumb  and  Jack  the  Giant-killer: — these, 
and  such  other  characters,  I  metamorphose 
into  a  thousand  different  shapes,  by  intro- 
ducing them  under  the  figure  of  a  redoubted 
chieftain,  a  robust  freebooter,  a  haggard  gip- 
sy, an  ugly  dwarf,  or  a  fairy  elf ; — and  then, 
by  representing  them  as  traversing  various 
parts  of  the  country,  I  take  an  opportunity 
of  describing  the  scenery  in  all  the  variegated 
aspects  which  it  assumes,  so  as  to  fill  up  a  no- 
vel with  pleasant  sketches,  which  make  the 
reader  pleased  with  the  tale,  and  overlook 
the  extravagant  nonsense  which  it  contains. 
Don't  you  know,''  continued  he,  that  "  if  a  man 
should  write  the  history  of  the  poets,  it  would 
never  sell ;  but  if  you  only  put  a  new  preface 
and  title-page  to  it,  and  call  it  a  novel,  you 
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will  have  all  the  people  in  the  province,  with 
cats  and  dogs  at  their  heels,  running  after  it. 
I  assure  you,  I  have  made  a  great  deal  of  mo- 
ney in  this  way ; — all  my  books  sell  well,  and 
I  do  believe  I  could  dispose  of  a  thousand  co- 
pies of  blank  paper ^  if  I  only  put  on  the  title- 
page  '  A  Novel,  in  three  volumes,  by  the  au- 
thor of  Somnus  Solemnus.' " 

Thus  he  went  on,  speaking  with  great  vo- 
lubility, all  the  while  tearing  to  pieces  the 
roasted  hen; — then,  taking  a  jug  which 
contained  some  liquor,  he  put  it  to  his  mouth, 
saying,  "  My  service  to  you,  sir."  Having 
said  so,  he  threw  his  leg  over  the  form, 
walked  away  with  great  sang  froid,  and 
stalked  over  the  lawn  with  no  small  degree  of 
self-complacency  and  importance. 

There  was  another  oddity  at  this  table,  who 
amused  James  very  much  (and  the  more  so  as 
he  himself  was  an  oddity)  ; — although  he  was 
excessively  troublesome,  by  a  peculiarity  he 
had  of  incessantly  asking  questions.  These  he 
did  not  allow  to  be  half  answered  before  asking 
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another ;  and  thus  he  repeated  his  inquiries 
so  fast,  that  James  at  last  declined  replying 
to  them,  and  would  fain  have  pretended  that 
he  was  somewhat  deaf,  but  durst  not,  as 
every  one  at  the  table  had  heard  his  long 
confabulation  with  the  author  who  had  left 
them. 

Besides  these  two  oddities  now  mentioned, 
James  met  with  another  curiosity  in  a  man 
who  could  not  speak  a  word  without  clench- 
ing his  fist,  and  knocking  on  the  table  with 
such  violence  as  made  the  plates  and  glasses 
jingle  and  dance  about,  till  they  tumbled 
down  and  were  broken  to  pieces. 

There  was  also  a  man  at  this  table  who  was 
so  fond  of  salt,  that  he  generally  put  half  a 
spoonful  of  it  into  his  mouth  before  he  could 
taste  a  bit  of  meat.  Another  had  acquired 
such  a  liking  for  Cayenne  pepper,  that,  by  the 
constant  use  of  it,  his  face  was  as  red  as  the 
north-west  moon.  There  were  likewise  two 
or  three  who  had  become  crippled  by  the 
gout,  and  walked  on  crutches  : — in   short, 
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this  table  was  filled  with  a  curious  collection 
of  strange  characters. 

As  James  had  now  seen  all  the  company  at 
the  third  table,  he  was  anxious  to  visit  the 
Wig  Club  at  the  fourth,  which  was  placed  at 
some  distance  from  the  other  tables,  and  at 
the  lee  side,  to  protect  them  from  the  effects 
of  the  wind  upon  their  powdered  wigs,  which, 
but  for  that  precaution,  would  have  made  the 
soup  or  gravy  too  thick  by  such  a  quantity  of 
flour  as  would  have  fallen  from  them. 

James  used  the  same  precaution,  and  went 
down  upon  them  right  before  the  wind.  On 
approaching  the  table,  he  found  that  there 
was  not  much  flour  on  it ;  although  the  lawn 
behind  appeared  as  if  it  had  been  covered  with 
snow.  All  the  wigs  seemed  as  if  they  had 
once  been  white,  but  now  they  were  all 
brown,  except  two,  which  were  as  red  as  a 
fox's  tail. 

The  company  appeared  to  be  very  well 
pleased  with  themselves,  as  if  the  wearing  of 
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wigs  gave  them  additional  importance  ; — and 
they  had  agreed  to  call  each  other  by  the 
name  of  their  head-gear,  so  that  when  they  all 
wished  to  drink  a  bumper,  one  of  them  called 
out,  '*  Wigs,  are  you  all  ready?"  or,  when 
any  individual  chose  to  drink  a  glass  with  two 
or  three  neighbours,  he  said — "  Wig  Peter, 
will  you  join  Wig  James  in  drinking  the 
health  of  Wig  John  P'^ 

James  had  no.objection  to  this  piece  of  buf- 
foonery, provided  it  had  been  considered  as 
mere  humour;  but,  on  perceiving  that  the 
company  assumed  airs  of  importance  from 
their  artificial  head-dress,  he  began  to  reflect 
on  the  folly  of  persons  who  think  themselves 
wiser  in  a  wig  than  others  are  who  wear  their 
own  hair.  This  brought  to  his  recollection 
a  story  he  had  heard  of  a  barrister  that  was 
no  Solomon,  who,  in  pleading  a  cause,  pulled 
out  a  copy  of  Blackstone  to  refresh  his  me- 
niory  : — upon  which  the  judge  said  very  wag- 
gishly, '  that  he  had  more  law  in  his  pocket  than 
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ever  he  had  in  his  head.'' — The  collection  of 
wigs  at  this  table  was  the  greatest  that  James 
had  ever  seen ;  and  it  was  the  more  remarkable 
that  their  owners  were  all  on  the  most  friendly 
terms,  considering  how  often  he  had  seen 
wigged  lawyers  and  other  persons  like  to  pull 
each  other  by  the  ears.  Nay,  he  once  had 
met  with  a  man  who  affirmed  that,  at  the 
Bank  of  England,  Thread-needle  Street,  near 
the  Royal  Exchange  in  London,  it  was  no 
uncommon  thing  among  stock-brokers  and 
agents  to  bankers,  who  buy  and  sell  the  public 
funds,  to  have  a  game  at  wigs  every  day,  by 
throwing  them  in  each  other's  faces  ;  and  that 
some  of  the  combatants  are  so  blinded  by  the 
flour  as  to  be  unable  to  walk  home. 

James  having  thus  surveyed  the  whole  com- 
pany assembled  on  the  lawn,  now  joined  Don 
Riazo,  and  amused  him  by  an  account  of 
what  he  had  seen,  till  the  bell  rang  for  din- 
ner. The  entertainment  provided  was  grand 
beyond  description :  James  sat  betwixt  his 
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two  sisters,  while  Gorilla  was  placed  beside 
Don  Riazo.  The  whole  party  was  delighted 
with  the  good  cheer  and  agreeable  society; 
and,  after  spending  the  evening  with  mirth 
and  glee,  retired  to  bed  about  twelve  ©""clock 
at  night. 

Next  morning,  after  breakfast,  Don  Riazo 
conducted  James  through  his  extensive  walks, 
till  at  last  he  came  to  the  garden,  at  the  cor- 
ners of  which  were  four  large  stone  pillars, 
richly  carved,  so  that  they  had  the  appearance 
of  ancient  statues.  As  James  could  not  per- 
ceive their  use,  he  asked  Don  Riazo  whether 
they  were  erected  for  drying  clothes. 

''  No,"  replied  Riazo,  laughing;  "  they 
are  applied  to  a  far  more  important  purpose, 
which  will  surprise  you  when  you  see  what 
they  contain  ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  you  must 
know  that  these  pillars  contain  all  my  wealth 
and  property,  together  with  the  titles  to  my 
estates." 

"   Indeed !"  exclaimed  James,  who  now 
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began  to  survey  them  more  attentively ;  and 
on  approaching  them,  he  took  off  his  hat  re- 
spectfully before  the  lares  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  as  they  were  the  depositaries  of  his  for- 
tune. 

From  the  garden,  Don  Riazo  led  James  to 
see  his  vineyards,  orchards,  and  hot-houses ; 
in  the  last  of  which  was  a  numerous  collection 
of  plants  and  flowers  from  every  region  of  the 
globe,  which  were  so  beautiful  and  so  fragrant 
as  to  realize  all  that  he  could  conceive  of  an 
earthly  paradise. 

After  viewing  these  delightful  places  they 
returned  to  dinner,  which,  at  James''s  request, 
had  been  ordered  at  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon ;  for,  although  Don  Riazo  was  obliged 
so  far  to  comply  with  the  customs  of  the 
great  as  to  dine  at  the  same  hour  as  they,  he 
had  once  been  accustomed  to  dine  earlier  in 
the  barber's  shop,  and  complied  with  the  wish 
of  his  wife's  brother,  who  had  not  yet  learned 
to  accommodate  himself  to  the  etiquette  of 
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dining  at  fashionable  hours.  Don  Riazo 
alleged,  as  a  reason  why  he  conformed  to  the 
practice  of  the  great  in  this  particular,  that 
he  was  desirous  to  suit  himself  to  the  station 
which  he  occupied,  and  not  to  forfeit  the 
esteem  of  his  equals,  by  deviating  from  their 
modes  of  behaviour  when  innocent,  especially 
as  persons  of  quality  have  it  much  in  their 
power  to  promote  their  neighbours'*  welfare, 
by  a  thousand  little  kind  offices  which  are  of 
unspeakable  value  in  the  intercourse  of  life. 
Nay,  he  said,  that  the  great  are  much  more 
humane  than  is  generally  imagined ;  as  he 
had  known  many  of  them  not  only  ready  to 
assist  persons  in  distress,  but  who  even  sought 
out  objects  of  compassion  to  relieve  their 
wants ;  so  that  he  believed  they  were  upon 
the  whole  the  most  worthy  class  of  human 
society. 

Such  an  account  of  the  character  of  the 
Spanish  grandees  afforded  James  the  most 
heartfelt  satisfaction  ;  and  indeed  he  believed 
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it  to  be  true,  since  he  found,  in  the  course  of 
his  own  experience,  that  the  truly  great  had 
many  virtues,  and  very  few  vices  ;  although 
many  of  them  were  not  free  from  foibles, 
whims,  and  caprices,  quite  unsuitable  to  per- 
sons of  distinction. 

Accordingly,  he  had  known  some  grandees, 
who  kept  a  number  of  carriages,  horses,  and 
dogs,  for  which  they  had  no  use,  as  they 
neither  rode  out  in  the  first,  nor  attended 
the  race-course  with  the  second,  nor  hunt- 
ed with  the  third  ;  while  others  maintained  a 
large  establishment  of  livery  and  menial  ser- 
vants, who  had  nothing  to  do  but  play  at  the 
ball,  or  dress  each  other's  hair.  But,  with 
these  exceptions,  James  agreed  with  Don 
Riazo  in  thinking,  that  most  of  the  grandees 
were  sober  prudent  men ;  and  that  even  the 
whims,  which  some  of  them  indulged,  instead 
of  being  hurtful,  were  advantageous  in  giving 
employment  to  those  who  could  furnish  them 
with  the  elegant  luxuries  of  life.    For,  as  they 
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had  ail  their  own  hobbies,  each  encouraged 
some  trade  or  profession,  and  were  thus  bene- 
factors to  one  class  or  another  of  society. 

Some  grandees,  accordingly,  were  so  fond  of 
collecting  paintings  and  drawings,  that  all  their 
rooms  were  hung  round  with  these  works  of 
art ;  and  thus  they  contributed  to  the  support 
of  the  painter  and  the  maker  of  picture- 
frames.  Others  took  a  fancy  for  china,  crys- 
tal, or  stucco-ware,  and  spared  no  expense  in 
ornamenting  their  houses  with  the  most  valu- 
able articles  that  are  to  be  found  in  a  statu- 
ary's or  jeweller's  shop.  Don  Riazo  even  told 
James,  that  he  knew  a  grandee  who  had  a  pair 
of  Mandarines  in  bronze,  for  which  he  was  said 
to  have  paid  nearly  as  much  money  as  would 
have  purchased  almost  half  a  province.  Some 
again  had  a  taste  for  works  of  engraving, 
with  which  they  filled  every  room,  and  even 
their  lobbies  and  staircases  ;  while  others  had 
the  lower  part  of  their  houses  as  well  furnish- 
ed with  marble  figures  as  the  under  flat  of 
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the  Louvre  in  Paris.  Many  grandees  also 
bought  up  large  assortments  of  charts  and 
maps,  which,  when  hung  round  the  rooms, 
gave  them  the  appearance  of  booksellers'* 
shops ;  others  had  orreries,  globes,  and  vari- 
ous figures,  representing  the  sun,  moon,  and 
stars ;  while  not  a  few  had  their  staircases 
and  parlours  decorated  with  guns,  pistols, 
fowling-pieces,  and  every  kind  of  arms  used 
either  in  the  field  or  in  the  forest. 

James  had  been  in  some  rooms,  such  as 
those  of  Don  Magi,  that  were  full  of  all 
sorts  of  trumpery,  besides  the  one  which  he 
reserved  for  making  his  experiments, — and 
which  was  so  completely  filled  with  froth, 
that  it  very  much  resembled  a  brewer's  vat. 
During  his  residence  with  that  great  oddity, 
he  also  recollected  to  have  dined  at  the  house 
of  one  of  his  cronies,  each  of  whose  rooms 
contained  six  dozen  of  ships  about  three  feet 
long,  which  thus  composed  a  very  large  fleet, 
shut  up  within  the  walls  of  a  house.    He  also 
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knew  a  man  who  was  so  fond  of  music,  that 
he  had  collected  no  less  than  a  dozen  of  or- 
gans in  his  parlour,  which,  when  all  set  a-go- 
ing at  once,  occasioned  such  a  tremendous 
sound,  as  almost  broke  the  drum  of  his  ear. 
He  justly  considered  his  friend,  Fiscari,  as  a 
person  of  the  same  kind  as  those  now  de- 
scribed ;  since  that  physician  had  his  labora- 
tory filled  from  top  to  bottom  with  stuffed 
crocodiles,  serpents,  and  centipedes ;  with  the 
skins  of  wild  beasts,  and  with  all  the  birds  of 
the  air,  not  to  mention  specimens  of  cloth 
made  of  the  bark  of  trees,  and  other  curiosi- 
ties from  all  quarters  of  the  globe. 

James  had  also  been  once  invited  to  see  a 
gentleman's  seat,  near  Ocano,  which,  although 
nearly  as  large  as  a  palace,  was  hung  all 
round  in  the  inside  with  the  armour  of  every 
country  under  heaven ;  so  that  one  might 
have  here  seen  back-swords,  helmets,  battle- 
axes,  shields,  cannons,  mortars,  blunderbus- 
ses, cuirasses,  caps  of  iron,  and  steel-boots, 
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ancient  spurs  nearly  half  a  foot  long,  boots 
four  feet  deep,  that  might  have  passed  for 
Gulliver's ;  a  two-handed  sword,  ten  feet 
long,  ancient  shoes,  square  at  the  toes,  and 
innumerable  ancient  warlike  articles,  includ- 
ing the  furniture  of  the  war-horse. 

James,  who  was  a  quiet  and  peaceable  man, 
did  not  like  to  see  all  these  emblems  of  war, 
and  never  beheld  a  gun  or  a  pistol,  but  he 
thought  he  saw  parties  of  soldiers  firing  and 
faUing  on  every  side ;  and  when  he  beheld  a 
cuirassier  and  horse-trappings,  he  imagined 
that  he  saw  a  troop  of  dragoons  prancing  at 
his  heels,  just  ready  to  cut  off  his  head. 

All  these  persons  now  mentioned  discovered 
a  whimsical  turn  of  mind,  which  James  con- 
ceived to  be  degrading  to  their  characters  ; 
but,  as  they  paid  for  their  rarities,  he  allowed 
that  at  least  they  did  good  with  their  money, 
by  encouraging  those  who  sold  or  furnished 
them.  He  had,  however,  met  with  persons 
who  wished  to  possess  a  variety  of  articles 
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without  paying  for  them ;  and  accordingly, 
like  the  man  in  the  fable,  who  found  a  poker 
by  the  fire-side,  they  thought  nothing  of  tak- 
ing the  loan  of  any  thing  they  could  find, 
such  as  spades,  rakes,  wheelbarrows,  and 
every  article  they  saw,  provided  there  was  no 
great  chance  of  inquiries  being  made  after 
them. 

There  were  others  who,  although  scarcely 
able  to  support  themselves  and  their  famihes, 
took  a  fancy  for  buying  several  things  which 
they  did  not  need,  and  which  were  of  no  use 
to  them.  Thus,  some  purchased  old  furni- 
ture, although  they  had  not  even  room  in 
their  houses  for  it ;  and  others,  old  books, 
which  they  could  neither  read  nor  under- 
stand. The  folly  of  such  people  reminded 
James  of  a  sage  observation  made  by  Dr 
Franklin :  "  He  that  buys  what  he  has  no 
use  for,  will  soon  have  to  sell  his  necessaries." 

Such  were  the  observations  of  James  and 
Don  Riazo  on  the  peculiarities  of  human  cha- 
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racter ;  and  in  such  a  way  did  they  moralize 
on  various  subjects,  so  that  their  social  inter- 
course was  truly  worthy  of  two  philosophers, 
and  may  be  truly  represented  in  the  words  of 
that  elegant  poet,  Dr  Goldsmith  : 

"  So  bright  a  life  these  thoughtless  realms  display  ; 
Thus  idly  busy  rolls  their  world  away ; 
These  are  those  arts  that  mind  to  mind  endear, 
For  honour  forms  the  social  temper  here." 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Don  RiAzo  now  sent  notice  to  Francis, 
James's  brother,  that  the  long-lost  traveller 
had  been  found  at  last;  and  the  news  had 
no  sooner  reached  the  castle  of  Carvanty, 
than  orders  were  given  to  hoist  the  red  flag, 
and  place  two  six-pounders  on  the  ramparts, 
ready  to  be  fired  off  upon  his  return.  It  was 
now  nearly  five  years  since  James  had  left 
the  castle,  without  having  heard  from  Francis 
or  any  of  his  family.  This  may  seem  some- 
what extraordinary;  but  Francis  could  not 
write  to  James  unless  he  had  known  where  to 
address  his  letters  ;  and  James  had  resolved, 
before  setting  out,  never  to  write  to  Francis, 
that  he  might  not,  in  his  travels,  be  distract- 
ed by  any  unpleasant  intelligence.     For  he 


VILLA  DE  CARCY.  269 

thought  it  quite  possible  that  one  letter  might 
contain  the  unwelcome  news  that  his  brother, 
Francis,  had  been  killed  by  being  thrown 
from  his  horse ;  that  Don  Tarbet,  in  crossing 
a  river,  had  been  carried  down  by  the  stream 
and  drowned ;  or  that  his  sister  Margarita, 
who  was  a  devourer  of  novels,  had,  when 
reading  them  in  bed,  set  fire  to  the  curtains, 
and  was  so  scorched,  that  she  had  only  lived 
three  days  ;  that  a  fire  had  been  left  on  the 
top  story  of  the  left  wing  of  the  castle,  which, 
in  spite  of  a  plentiful  supply  of  water,  had 
been  burned  to  the  ground  ;  that  his  favour- 
ite dog  Cur  had,  in  a  battle  with  a  neigh- 
bouring mastiff,  got  both  his  ears  bitten  off; 
or  that  pussy  Tommy,  his  favourite  cat,  had, 
in  climbing  a  tree  after  a  crow's  nest,  fallen 
down  and  been  worried  by  a  terrier. 

If  any  such  alarming  or  melancholy  tidings 
as  these  had  been  communicated  to  James  dur- 
ing his  travels,  they  must  have  entirely  unfitted 
him  for  prosecuting  his  laborious  undertaking, 
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and  extinguished  at  once  all  the  fire  of  his 
enthusiastic  mind,  which  it  would  be  afterwards 
impossible  to  rekindle ;  and  therefore  he  deter- 
mined to  have  no  correspondence  whatever 
with  his  friends  during  his  residence  in  foreign 
countries. 

James  had  another  reason  for  neither  writ- 
ing nor  reading  letters,  because,  when  a  man 
sets  off  on  his  travels,  he  may  soon  find  many 
things  worthy  of  attention,  and  be  induced  to 
proceed  in  his  discoveries,  provided  nothing 
occurs  to  interrupt  him ;  but,  if  he  is  every 
now  and  then  receiving  letters  from  home, 
reminding  him  of  those  endearments  which 
are  there  only  to  be  met  with,  he  instantly 
begins  to  relax  his  ardour,  and  to  regard  the 
farther  prosecution  of  his  travels  as  a  project 
equally  childish  as  the  flying  of  a  kite,  the 
rolling  of  a  snow-ball,  or  the  chasing   of  a 
flock  of  wild  geese. 

Besides,  he  considered  that  a  person  at  a 
distance,  who  never  writes  to  his  friends,  is 
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more  thought  of  by  them  than  he  would  be 
if  he  were  constantly  teasing  them  with  let- 
ters ;  and  that,  on  revisiting  his  native  place, 
he  is  likely  to  be  received  as  one  who  has  as 
it  were  risen  from  the  dead.  Accordingly, 
as  James  had  left  his  relations  in  the  utmost 
degree  of  sorrow  at  his  departure,  he  an- 
ticipated that  they  would  experience  the  ut- 
most degree  of  joy  at  his  return. 

Don  Riazo  now  told  James  that  his  bro- 
ther and  sister  had  received  intelligence  of  his 
being  found;  in  consequence  of  which  the 
red  flag  had  been  displayed  from  the  castle, 
and  two  guns  mounted  on  the  ramparts  to 
salute  his  arrival ;  adding,  that  he  was  well 
worthy  of  such  honours,  since  he  had  been  as 
assiduous  in  making  discoveries  respecting  the 
state  of  human  nature,  for  the  benefit  of  man- 
kind, as  if  he  had  discovered  a  north-west  pas- 
sage to  the  East  Indies. 

When  dinner  was  over,  James  related  to 
Don  Riazo  some  part  of  his  travels,  which,  he 
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acknowledged,  were  very  singular  and  diver- 
sified, asking  at  the  same  time  why  he  had 
exposed  himself  to  such  vicissitudes  of  for- 
tune ?  James  told  his  brother-in-law,  that,  as 
he  wished  to  see  the  world,  he  had  resolved  to 
be  guided  by  no  one's  opinion  but  his  own ; 
for,  from  what  he  had  already  learned,  were 
he  to  do  otherwise,  he  would  then  be  no  bet- 
ter than  a  shuttle-cock,  or  a  mountebank, 
chasing  the  thistle-down  over  the  mountains  ; 
adding,  that  he  was  up  one  day,  and  down 
another,  and  thus  became  acquainted  with 
the  highest  and  the  lowest  classes  of  society  ; 
that  he  had  found  himself  happy  in  the  midst 
of  trials  and  adversity,  and  miserable  in  cir- 
cumstances of  ease  and  prosperity ;  so  that  he 
was  often  reminded  of  the  truth  of  the  scrip- 
ture maxim,  that  ''  a  man's  hfe  consisteth  not 
in  the  abundance  of  the  things  which  he  pos- 
sesseth." 

James,  notwithstanding  what  he  had  seen 
of  the  world  and  of  mankind,  considered  his 
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toils  and  his  labour  by  no  means  at  an  end.  He 
consented,  however,  to  remain  a  few  weeks  with 
Don  Riazo,  and  rode  out  with  him  every  day  in 
his  carriage,  sometimes  to  take  an  airing,  and 
sometimes  to  dine  with  the  neighbouring- 
gentry.  He  soon  became  so  great  a  favourite 
with  his  brother-in-law,  that  the  latter  one 
day  begged  him  to  accept  of  some  valuable 
articles  and  a  sum  of  money,  that,  on  return- 
ing home,  he  might  have  something  to  exhibit 
as  the  fruits  of  his  travels,  and  be  able  to  say 
that  he  had  brought  a  few  varieties  of  the 
countries  where  he  had  been,  and  an  earnest 
of  the  fortune  which  he  had  made.  On  this 
proposal  James  was  mute  ;  and,  instead  of  re- 
plying to  Don  Riazo,  began  thus  to  think 
with  himself: — 

"  What !  have  I  travelled  through  so  many 
provinces,  with  the  design  of  reforming  those 
I  met  with, — have  I  endeavoured,  both  by 
precept  and  example,  to  teach  others  what 
they  should  and  what  they  should  not  do, — 

M  2 
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have  I  extolled  virtue  as  the  only  good,  and 
reprobated  vice  as  the  greatest  evil,— have 
I  preferred  an  independent  spirit  in  the  midst 
of  poverty,  before  a  mind  enslaved  by  the 
love  of  riches, — have  I  travelled  in  quest  of 
knowledge  and  of  wisdom,  and  shall  I  return 
home  merely  with  a  bag  of  gold,  (and  that 
not  my  own,)  in  my  left  hand,  and  a  lie  in 
my  right  ?  No ;  it  cannot,  it  shall  not  be." 
In  this  state  of  perplexity,  James  knew  not 
what  to  do  ;  as  he  was  unwilling  to  displease 
his  brother-in-law,  by  refusing  the  gold  on 
the  one  hand,  and  as  he  felt  that,  by  receiv- 
ing it,  he  would  belie  his  own  professions  on 
the  other.  He  was  therefore  overpowered  by 
these  conflicting  sentiments ; — his  knees  knock- 
ed against  each  other,  he  tore  his  handker- 
chief all  to  tatters,  he  gnashed  his  teeth  and 
bit  his  lips  in  anguish,  and  at  last  threw  his 
beaver  out  at  the  carriage- window. 

Don  Riazo  perceived  the  agony  of  his  mind, 
and,  guessing  the  cause,  endeavoured  to  con- 
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sole  him  by  changing  the  subject,  resolving, 
however,  to  have  in  readiness  what  money  he 
should  require,  as  soon  as  he  had  fixed  upon 
the  day  for  returning  home  ;  and  to  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  explaining  to  James  the 
history  of  the  four  pillars  which  he  had  shown 
him  in  the  garden. 

,  When  James  sat  down  to  table,  he  was  dull 
and  heavy,  he  could  not  utter  a  word,  and 
begged  leave  to  retire  to  his  own  room,  where 
he  remained  without  returning  to  supper. 
During  his  absence,  Don  Riazo  told  his  sister 
what  had  happened,  and  mentioned  what  he 
thought  the  cause  of  his  uneasiness  ;  request- 
ing his  wife  to  say  what  was  her  opinion  of 
James''s  sentiments,  and  if  she  was  of  the  same 
opinion  as  himself.  Donna  Riazo  replied, 
that,  not  having  seen  her  brother  for  many 
years,  she  could  not  form  a  correct  opinion  of 
his  ideas, — but  they  both  agreed  in  this  per- 
suasion, that  James  was  a  man  who  utterly 
despised  grandeur  of  every  kind,  and  even 
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avoided  the  very  least  appearance  of  it ;  while 
he  equally  undervalued  riches,  and  never 
wished  to  possess  a  greater  share  of  them  than 
what  was  necessary, — not  so  much  to  supply 
his  own  wants,  as  to  minister  to  those  of  others. 
They  also  observed,  that  he  had  a  friendly 
feeling  heart,  and  could  not  refrain  from  weep- 
ing when  he  heard  a  tale  of  wo;  while  no- 
thing afforded  him  greater  satisfaction,  than 

beinsT  able  to  relieve  a  fellow-mortal  in  dis- 
cs 

tress ;  and  they  had  even  noticed  that  his 
whims,  his  humours,  his  frolics,  and  his  fancies, 
were  all  of  the  innocent  and  good-natured 
kind ;— and  that  his  faults,  if  faults  they  might 
be  called,  leaned  all  to  the  side  of  virtue. 

James  had  no  sooner  entered  his  room, 
than  he  threw  himself  upon  the  bed,  and  be- 
gan to  weigh  Riazo  in  the  scale  of  justice. 
He  thought  him  to  be  a  friendly  man ;  and, 
as  such,  it  was  impossible  that  he  could  be 
capable  of  hurting  the  feelings  of  so  near  a 
relation  as  he  himself  was,  by  any  proposal 
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that  might  be  disagreeable.  James  also  con- 
sidered that  Riazo  might  deem  it  proper  to 
furnish  him  with  a  supply  of  money,  to  sup- 
port his  dignity  as  a  relation  of  his  own ;  nay, 
that  he  might  even  think  it  creditable  to  his 
character  to  bestow  a  little  of  his  wealth  on 
one  who,  in  his  opinion,  both  deserved  and 
required  it ; — and  therefore  our  traveller  was 
disposed  to  judge  more  favourably  of  him 
than  he  had  at  first  determined.  When  James 
reflected  on  the  worldly  spirit  of  most  men, 
and  that  it  generally  increases  when  they  are 
settled  in  the  world,  ht  was  persuaded  that 
the  character  of  Don  Riazo  was,  since  his 
marriage,  much  improved  in  point  of  gene- 
rosity. In  this  view  of  the  matter,  then,  he 
acquitted  his  brother-in-law  of  any  intention 
to  injure  his  feelings,  and  even  applauded  his 
noble  spirit ;  since  the  bulk  of  mankind,  in- 
stead of  parting  with  their  money,  are  dis- 
posed to  hoard  it  as  the  one  thing  needful. 
Indeed,  money  is  an  article  which  every  one 
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deems  necessary  to  be  acquired  in  some  way  or 
another, — per  fas  aut  nefas;  and  which,  how- 
ever James  might  deny  it,  will  continue  to 
be  the  chief  object  of  pursuit  by  every  one, 
from  the  king  to  the  beggar.  And  it  is  not 
wonderful  that  it  should  be  so,  from  being  found 
indispensable  in  every  condition  and  period 
of  life ; — for  by  it  only  can  the  young  obtain 
a  liberal  education,  the  middle-aged  establish 
themselves  in  the  world,  and  the  old  or  af- 
flicted procure  the  comforts  necessary  to  sup- 
port them  in  their  infirmities. 

These  are  axioms,*the  truth  of  which  is  ac- 
knowledged and  felt  by  all ;  and  therefore  they 
could  not  be  affected  by  the  peculiar  notions  or 
declamations  of  our  traveller  against  the  value 
of  money,  when  honestly  acquired  and  judici- 
ously applied.  It  is  indeed  the  gift  of  Pro- 
vidence to  man  ;  and,  with  more  than  tutelary 
power,  it  protects  those  who  possess  it  from 
insult  and  oppression.  In  a  national  point  of 
view,   its   effects   are   wonderful;    as  it  has 
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broken  confederacies  the  most  powerful, 
stopped  the  progress  of  faction  and  sedition, 
shut  the  mouths  of  loaded  cannon,  sheathed 
the  sword  that  was  drenched  in  blood,  and  re- 
stored peace  to  civil  society.  It  has  convert- 
ed barren  deserts  into  luxuriant  plains ;  it  has 
built  bridges  without  foundations,  fabricated 
ships  without  carpenters,  blown  up  fires  with- 
out chimneys,  formed  libraries  without  books, 
founded  hospitals  without  endowments,  built 
churches  without  benefices,  and  supported 
governments  without  a  basis. 

Money  may  also  be  employed  to  the  worst 
of  purposes,  and  produce  effects  the  most 
baneful  and  pernicious.  Accordingly,  it  has 
invaded  countries,  and  destroyed  them  by 
fire  and  sword;  attacked  towns  and  cities, 
which,  like  Jericho,  have  fallen  before  it ; 
imposed  fetters  on  the  arm  of  power,  wrested 
the  sword  from  the  hand  of  justice;  changed 
the  condition  of  human  society ;  and  even 
altered  the  nature  of  things,  by  giving  charms 
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to  deformity  itself,  and  inducing  the  young 
and  the  beautiful  to  unite  themselves  for 
life  with  the  old  and  the  ugly.  Hence  it  was, 
that  James  considered  money  a  greater  evil 
than  ever  it  proved  a  good ;  and  that,  as  so 
few  had  learned  to  use  it  with  discretion,  it 
was  generally  better  to  want  it  altogether,  than 
to  possess  wealth  with  the  risk  of  misapply- 
ing it. 

Our  traveller  having  made  these  reflections 
on  the  use  and  abuse  of  money,  and  given 
credit  to  Riazo  for  offering  him  a  portion  to 
supply  his  necessiti  *,  came  down  stairs  next 
morning  in  better  humour  than  he  had  exhi- 
bited the  preceding  night.  He  now  proceeded 
to  recount  some  other  particulars  of  his  travels, 
especially  his  exploits  at  Madrid  with  Don 
Lamando,  and  the  hidden  treasure  which  that 
gentleman  had  in  his  garden.  His  account 
of  the  treasure  gratified  Riazo  in  a  high  de- 
gree, as  the  owner  of  it  so  much  resembled 
himself,  who  had  become  rich  by  having  found 
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one  in  a  garden ;  and  he  expressed  an  ear- 
nest wish  to  see  Lamando,  and  become  ac- 
ijuainted  with  him.  James  knowing  that  he 
could  take  the  Hberty  of  introducing  his  bro- 
ther-in-law to  that  excellent  man,  offered  to 
do  so ;  and  it  was  accordingly  agreed  that  they 
should  set  out  for  Madrid,  accompanied  by 
Gorilla,  in  Don  Riazo's  carriage. 

Before  his  departure,  Don  Riazo  thought 
that  Don  Lamando's  attention  to  James  de- 
manded some  acknowledgment;  but  he  was 
at  a  loss  to  fix  upon  any  article  that  might  be 
considered  as  a  present  worthy  of  himself  to 
give,  and  of  Lamando  to  receive.  But,  hav- 
mg  a  considerable  stock  of  curiosities,  he  at 
last  selected  one,  which  might  justly  be  con- 
sidered as  a  special  rarity,  and  particularly 
useful  to  a  person  who  has  a  hidden  trea. 
sure  to  guard  from  thieves  and  plunderers. 
This  was  a  self-defending  chest,  which,  when 
touched  on  any  part,  opened  by  a  spring,  and 
then,  forming  itself  into  a  battery,  discharged 
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small  cannons,  which,  if  loaded  with  ball, 
would  have  shot  one  dead  upon  the  spot. 
James  approved  highly  of  this  article  for  a 
present  to  his  friend  Lamando,  as  it  would  be 
such  a  safeguard  to  his  valuable  property. 
The  other  article  was  a  Geneva  musical  snuff- 
box, upon  a  large  scale,  which  played  seven 
German  tunes  in  succession.  These  articles 
being  deemed  the  most  suitable  presents  for 
Don  Lamando,  and  being  also  easily  carried, 
were  accordingly  packed  up  for  that  purpose. 
The  day  appointed  for  their  departure  hav- 
ing arrived,  they  set  off  at  a  moderate  pace, 
as  Don  Riazo  and  his  companions  agreed  that 
the  slow  motion  of  the  carriage  was  attended 
with  many  advantages,  in  being  easier  for 
themselves,  as  it  did  not  injure  the  horses  ;  did 
not  raise  the  dust  on  the  roads  ;  enabled  them 
to  view  the  scenery  of  the  country ;  and  afford- 
ed them  time  for  rational  conversation.  These 
considerations  overbalanced  the  only  one  which 
might  be  urged  for  travelling  more  speedily — 
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lest  the  coachman  should  be  wet  by  being  over- 
taken with  a  shower  of  rain ; — but  then,  they 
thought  that,  even  in  such  a  case,  he  might 
shelter  himself  under  his  umbrella  and  great 
coat  of  ten  shoulders'  capes.  They  accord- 
ingly travelled  onward  at  their  leisure  ; — the 
day  was  fine,  the  breeze  was  refreshing,  and 
each  of  them  was  inspired  with  delightful 
sensations  in  anticipating  the  reception  they 
would  meet  with  from  Don  Lamando  at 
Madrid. 

On  passing  the  mills  where  James  and 
Corilla  had  been  benighted,  Don  Riazo  got 
out  of  his  carriage  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
the  tree  where  his  companions  had  strung 
their  fiddles  to  keep  up  their  spirits,  when 
enveloped  in  darkness  and  surrounded  by  so- 
litude. On  approaching  the  spot,  James 
pointed  out  the  tree  to  Don  Riazo,  who  was 
struck  with  horror  at  the  sight  of  it ;  as  the 
branches  hung  over  a  clifl:'  at  least  fifty  feet 
high,   with  a  very  deep  pool  at  the  bottom  ; 
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so  that  if  their  feet  had  slipped  when  in  this 
position,  they  must  either  have  broken  their 
necks,  or  at  least  been  drowned. — They  now 
proceeded  in  quest  of  the  miller,   who  had 
been  so  kind  to  his  forlorn  guests,  and  soon 
espied  him  emerging  from   the   mill  with  a 
number  of  dusty  bags  on  his  back, — which 
James  highly  extolled  for  their  soporific  qua- 
lity,   alleging  that  they  were  as  good   as  a 
sleepy  draught,  as  he  had  never  enjoyed  a 
better  night's  rest  than  when  he  reposed  upon 
them  in  the  miller's  house.     Don  Riazo  con- 
sidered this  as  one  of  James's  whims ;   since 
he   could  not  comprehend    how  dusty  bags 
should  possess  any  preternatural  efficacy  to 
occasion  sleep,  which,  he  alleged,  must  have 
resulted  from  the  excessive  fatigue  of  having 
travelled  all  day,  and  being  kept  awake  dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  the  night. 

Meantime  the  miller  approached,  and  no 
sooner  perceived  James  and  Gorilla  in  their 
splendid  attire,  than  he  thought  they  were 
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grandees ;  and  accordingly,  throwing  down 
his  bags,  he  knelt  on  one  knee  to  pay  them 
obeisance.  "  Rise  up,  my  worthy  friend," 
said  James,  extending  his  arm  ; — "  behold  in 
us  the  two  musicians  who  so  lately  spent  a 
night  under  your  hospitable  roof." 

"  Musicians  !"  exclaimed  the  miller,  still 
kneeling; — "  I  thought  that  you  were  Princes, 
who  had  thus  honoured  me  by  deigning  to 
visit  the  mills  of  Coloa." 

"  No,  no,"  returned  James,—"  I  assure 
you  we  are  the  two  fiddlers  whom  you  so 
lately  rescued  from  death  and  destruction  ;" — 
then,  taking  the  miller  by  the  hand,  he  lifted 
him  up,  and  introduced  him  to  Don  Riazo. 
By  this  time  the  people  in  the  neighbour- 
hood learned  that  strangers  of  distinction  had 
come  to  visit  the  mills ;  and  the  antiquarian 
formerly  mentioned,  soon  made  his  appear- 
ance, carrying  a  sword  and  a  wooden  bowl ; 
and,  approaching  Don  Riazo  and  his  party, 
thus  addressed  them  :— 
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«^  This  sword,'^  said  he,  "  was  carried  be- 
fore Pope  Pius  the  First  at  Rome,  when  he 
celebrated  the  marriage  of  Phihp  the  Second 
with  Mary,  daughter  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
and " 

Here  the  antiquarian  was  desired  to  be  si- 
lent, as  they  could  shew  him  a  much  greater 
curiosity  than  his  sword  and  timber-bowl. 
The  miller  now  requested  that  the  party 
would  honour  his  house  with  a  visit ;  saying, 
that  every  year  there  should  be  a  bonfire  and 
a  public  rejoicing  at  the  mill,  to  commemorate 
the  visit  of  such  illustrious  strangers. 

So  great  was  the  sensation  now  excited, 
that  all  the  people  left  the  mills  to  see  the  vi- 
sitors, and  the  schoolmaster  even  dismissed 
his  scholars,  who  clustered  round  to  gaze  at 
them ;  so  that  the  crowd  became  so  nume- 
rous, that  the  party  were  very  much  annoyed, 
and  it  was  found  necessary  to  clear  the  way 
with  clubs  to  allow  them  to  proceed  to  the 
miller''s   house.        The   miller   led  the  way, 
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and  the  party  followed  him ;  while  Don 
Riazo's  servants  carried  the  boxes  of  cu- 
riosities behind  them,  and  the  antiquarian, 
with  his  sword  of  state,  closed  the  procession. 

On  reaching  the  miller's  dwelling,  the  won- 
derful boxes  were  opened,  and  the  self-de- 
fending chest  and  musical  snuff-box  were 
explained  to  the  antiquarian  and  the  miller, 
who  advised  his  neighbour  to  throw  away  all 
his  curiosities,  which  were  nothing  when  com- 
pared with  those  which  they  now  saw. 

The  antiquarian  replied,  that  he  thought 
much  of  the  articles  now  exhibited,  which,  he 
must  acknowledge,  were  great  curiosities ; 
but,  as  they  had  been  made  lately,  and  of 
course  were  almost  new,  they  could  not  be  a 
representation  of  any  thing  ancient,  in  which 
he  conceived  the  true  value  of  every  curiosity 
consisted.  There  was  indeed  some  truth  in 
this  observation ;  although  the  antiquarian 
was  so  fond  of  every  thing  in  proportion  to 
its  age,  that  he  would  have  preferred  an  old 
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spur  worn  by  Alfred  the  Great  before  the 
crown  and  sceptre  of  Queen  Elizabeth ;  and 
he  was  likewise  so  credulous,  that  if  any  one 
had  given  him  an  old  chair,  he  could  have 
been  easily  persuaded  to  believe  that  it  had 
been  in  Noah's  ark.  After  having  been  shewn 
all  the  curiosities  in  the  miller's  house,  the 
party  expressed  a  wish  to  see  the  mills,  as 
none  of  them  had  ever  been  in  one  before. 

The  miller  considered  this  proposal  as  ano- 
ther great  compliment;  but  he  suggested, 
that  they  could  not  enter  the  mill  in  their 
present  dresses,  lest  these  should  be  soiled  by 
the  shower  of  dust  and  flour  that  was  con- 
stantly falling  in  all  directions.  Don  Riazo 
being  puzzled  with  this  difficulty,  James  soon 
removed  it  by  requesting  that  the  miller 
would  furnish  them  with  dresses,  (no  matter 
what  these  were)  which  the  party  would  put 
on,  after  throwing  their  own  off,  till  they  had 
accomplished  their  purpose.  The  miller, 
wishing  above  all  things  to  oblige  the  party. 
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began  to  rummage  the  whole  house  for  his 
own  clothes ;  but,  finding  them  all  begrimed 
with  flour,  he  could  not  offer  them  to  his  vi- 
sitors, and  therefore  besought  his  wife  to  look 
out  for  some  clean  dresses  which  the  cavaliers 
might  put  on,  in  order  to  view  the  mills  and 
machinery.  She  readily  complied  with  this 
request,  and,  unlocking  the  drawers,  produced 
several  gowns  of  all  colours,  which  the  miller 
presented  to  his  visitors  as  the  dernier  ressort 
on  this  occasion. 

James  and  his  companions  were  highly 
delighted  with  the  frolic  of  appearing  in 
women's  clothes ;  and  Don  Riazo  put  on  a 
blue  gown,  James  a  white  one,  while  Gorilla 
preferred  one  that  was  green.  Being  now 
equipped  for  their  excursion  to  the  mill, 
the  procession  began  to  move,  and  followed 
the  antiquarian,  whom  they  had  induced  to 
precede  them  with  the  sword  of  state.  They 
had  no  sooner  quitted  the  house,  than  the 
crowd  began  to  hurra  and  cheer  them  as  they 
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passed  along ;  and  indeed  their  appearance 
might  well  excite  the  surprise  of  the  specta- 
tors, as  it  was  certainly  the  most  singular  pro- 
cession that  had  ever  been  seen  at  any  place 
or  on  any  occasion. — The  party  having  sur- 
veyed all  the  curiosities  about  the  mills, 
were  highly  gratified  with  what  they  had 
seen,  and  now  returned  to  the  miller's  house, 
where  they  resumed  their  own  dresses  ;  while 
Don  Riazo  thanked  the  miller  for  his  atten- 
tion, gave  him  some  money  to  drink  the 
party's  health,  and  set  off  with  his  com- 
panions to  pursue  their  journey. 

Having  got  into  the  carriage,  they  drove  on 
at  a  rapid  pace,  and  soon  reached  the  inn 
where  James  had  been  so  well  entertained 
with  the  history  of  Don  Arundal.  The 
landlord  recognised  James  and  Gorilla;  but 
was  rather  astonished  at  the  extraordinary 
change  which  seemed  to  have  taken  place  in 
their  fortune,  and  wondered  how  two  itine- 
rant fiddlers  could  so  soon  be  enabled  to  keep 


MADRID.  291 

a  carriage.  He  believed  that  they  had  cer- 
tainly been  at  Barcelona,  and  found  the 
streets  paved  with  gold ;  so,  calling  his  wife, 
he  declared  that  he  intended  to  go  thither 
also,  and  pick  up  as  much  gold  as  would  en- 
able him  to  keep  a  carriage  too.  The  party 
having  dined  at  this  inn,  and  procured  post- 
horses,  again  set  oiF  at  double  the  speed  they 
had  travelled  during  the  first  stage,  and 
about  eight  in  the  evening  arrived  safely  at 
Madrid. 

After  passing  through  several  streets,  they 
drove  up  to  the  inn  whence  James  had  escaped 
when  it  was  on  fire.  The  landlord  of  the  inn 
did  not  recognise  him  ;  but  the  waiters  seemed 
to  recollect  his  face,  although,  from  his 
change  of  dress,  they  were  not  sure  whether 
he  was  the  person  who  had  been  burned  out 
of  the  garret.  James  however  soon  made 
himself  known  ;  for,  on  seeing  his  trunk  be- 
hind the  bar,  he  claimed  it  as  his,  and,  mak- 
ing a  spring  to  recover  it,  nearly  overturned 
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the  landlady  and  a  waiter,  who  guarded  it 
from  his  grasp.  A  dispute  now  ensued  as  to 
whom  the  trunk  belonged,  since  both  James 
and  the  waiter  claimed  it ;  and,  in  order  to 
settle  it,  recourse  was  had  to  the  landlord, 
Avho,  knowing  nothing  of  the  trunk,  called  in 
two  or  three  gentlemen  from  an  adjoining 
room  to  act  as  umpires  in  deciding  the  matter. 
The  gentlemen  readily  agreed  to  do  so ;  and, 
in  order  to  know  whether  James  was  the 
owner,  asked  him  what  articles  the  trunk  con- 
tained ? — As  he  had  all  its  contents  com- 
pletely by  rote,  he  was  at  no  loss  to  mention 
all  the  valuable  dresses  deposited  in  it.  Upon 
the  chest  being  opened,  and  all  the  articles 
specified  being  found  in  it,  they  immediately 
declared  James  the  lawful  owner.  This  was  a 
fortunate  circumstance,  for  which  Don  Riazo 
congratulated  his  worthy  friend ;  so  that,  af- 
ter supper,  they  all  went  to  bed  in  high  spi- 
rits. 

Next  morning,  before  breakfast,  Don  Riazo 
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and  James  took  a  walk  round  the  town,  and 
did  not  pass  unnoticed  by  the  waiters,  and 
some  others  at  the  inn,  from  which  the  latter 
had  formerly  made  such  a  precipitate  retreat. 
They  were  still  of  opinion  that  James  was  an 
actor ;  although  they  entertained  a  doubt 
whether  this  was  the  case,  as  Riazo  and  he 
were  dressed,  not  in  artificial  gewgaws,  but  in 
real  velvet  bespangled  with  pure  diamonds. 
When  breakfast  was  over,  they  all  were  in 
readiness  to  pay  their  visit  to  Don  Lamando, 
and  sallied  out  to  repair  to  his  house.  On  ar- 
riving at  it,  James  rang  the  bell ;  and  the  door 
was  no  sooner  opened,  than  he  flew  through, 
the  passage  in  such  haste,  as  almost  to  over- 
set a  lackey  that  stood  in  his  way.  Being 
shewn  into  the  room  where  Don  Lamando  sat 
at  breakfast,  the  latter  no  sooner  saw  James 
enter,  than  he  sprang  up,  and,  on  rushing 
forward  to  seize  him  by  the  hand,  overturned 
a  small  table,  on  which  was  a  fine  collection 
of  antique   china,    that    was   unluckily    all 
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broken  to  pieces.  In  this  way  Don  Riazo 
was  introduced  to  Don  Lamando  by  his 
friend  James,  who  briefly  explained  the  pur- 
pose of  their  visit. 

Don  Lamando  received  them  courteously, 
and  proposed  to  shew  them  the  curiosities 
of  the  city  before  dinner;  at  the  same  time 
requesting  them  to  join  a  party  at  his  house 
in  the  evening,  and  remain  all  night,  as  he 
could  accommodate  them  without  inconve- 
nience. They  thought  proper,  however,  to 
decline  this  proposal,  alleging  that,  as  they 
formed  a  party  of  themselves,  it  would  be 
more  agreeable  to  them  to  lodge  together 
at  an  inn  during  the  short  time  they  remain- 
ed in  Madrid.  Don  Lamando  saw  the  pro- 
priety of  this  arrangement,  and  forbore  press- 
ing his  request  any  farther ;  then,  taking 
hold  of  James''s  arm,  he  walked  on  before, 
and  asked  our  traveller  why,  in  his  late  visit 
to  Madrid,  he  had  appeared  in  the  character 
of  a  strolling  fiddler,  and  who  the  cavalier 
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was  that  now  accompanied  him  ?— To  these 
queries  James  replied,  that,  as  he  himself 
(Lamando)  had  been  so  unreserved  as  to  com- 
municate to  him  all  his  secrets,  especially  that 
one  about  the  hidden  treasure,  he  would  be 
as  candid  in  saying,  that,  when  lately  in  Ma- 
drid, he  had  acted  the  part  of  a  musician 
from  necessity,  and  that  Don  Riazo,  who  was 
his  brother-in-law,  having  acquired  a  fortune, 
which  he  secured  within  four  stone  pillars, 
was  desirous  to  become  acquainted  with  him- 
self, from  having  heard  that  he  also  had  a 
hidden  treasure.  On  hearing  this  last  piece 
of  information,  Don  Lamando  turned  upon 
his  heel,  exclaiming, — "  A  hidden  treasure  ! 
— that''s  wonderful ! — I  thought  that  nobody 
had  one  but  myself." 

This  exclamation  naturally  roused  the  feel- 
ings of  Don  Riazo,  who  now  approached  Don 
Lamando,  and,  with  a  ceremonious  bow,  ad- 
dressed him,  saying,  that  if  he  would  be  so 
kind  as  to  shew  himself  the  hidden  treasure 
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in  his  possession,  he  would  most  willingly 
shew  him  his  also  in  return.  Lamando  in- 
stantly agreed  to  do  so,  and,  having  the  key 
of  the  garden  in  his  pocket,  requested  Riazo 
to  follow  him  to  the  place  where  his  trea- 
sure was  deposited. 

In  the  mean  time,  James  and  Gorilla  walk- 
ed up  and  down  the  streets  till  they  should 
return,  and  observed  many  persons  turning 
about  to  look  at  them ;  but  whether  this  cu- 
riosity was  excited  by  their  splendid  dresses, 
or  from  their  being  recognised  as  the  two  iti- 
nerant fiddlers  who  had  lately  appeared  in  a 
very  different  guise,  they  could  not  deter- 
mine. Our  travellers  began  to  weary  for  the 
return  of  their  two  friends ;  but  James  con- 
ceived that  Don  Lamando  would  be  anxious 
to  shew  his  brother-in-law  the  mode  he  had 
adopted  for  securing  his  money,  in  order  to 
have  his  opinion  whether  it  was  sufficiently 
safe,  and  whether  he  could  suggest  any  im- 
{irovement   as  a  better  safeguard  of  so  va- 
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luable  a  treasure.— After  having  examined 
the  doors,  locks,  bolts,  and  all  the  apparatus 
of  the  vault  in  the  garden,  the  two  gentle- 
men returned  to  dinner.  During  the  re- 
past, James  remarked  what  a  very  singular 
thing  it  was,  that  two  persons  should  have 
met  together  who  had  mines  of  hidden  wealth ; 
and  (what  added  to  the  extraordinary  nature 
of  the  circumstance  was)  that  they  were  most 
Hkely  the  only  two  persons  in  all  Spain  whc 
had  any  such  treasures. 

After  dinner,  Don  Riazo  finding  himself  a 
good  deal  fatigued  by  travelling  yesterday, 
and  walking  about  to-day,  proposed  to  return 
to  the  inn,  and  begged  that  Don  Lamando 
would  excuse  him  and  his  companions  from 
attending  the  party  in  the  evening,  as  none  of 
them  was  inclined  either  to  dance  or  play  on 
the  fiddle ;  so  that,  with  the  prospect  of  seeing 
Don  Lamando  the  day  following,  they  took 
their  departure  for  that  night.  Our  party 
found  the  inn  at  which  they  lodged  sufficiently 
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comfortable;  as  they  got  every  thing  pre- 
pared in  the  best  style,  and  received  the  ut- 
most attention  from  the  landlord  and  waiters. 
James,  however,  felt  some  degree  of  chagrin 
from  a  circumstance  which  he  could  not 
avoid ;  for,  every  time  that  he  went  into  the 
coffee-room  to  read  the  newspapers,  the  gen- 
tlemen present  laid  hold  of  their  great-coats 
that  hung  at  the  end  of  it,  lest  he  should 
attempt  to  carry  them  off.  This  reminded 
him  of  the  ludicrous  figure  he  had  made  here 
on  a  former  occasion  ;  the  recollection  of 
which  led  him  rather  to  laugh  at  himself,  than 
be  displeased  with  those  who  seemed  to  sus- 
pect his  honesty. 

As  the  party  had  not  yet  delivered  the 
presents  which  they  brought  for  Don  Laman- 
do,  a  card  was  despatched  to  that  gentleman, 
requesting  to  know  at  what  time  it  would  be 
most  convenient  for  him  to  receive  them. 
Don  Lamando  sent  notice,  that  he  would  be 
happy  to  see  Don  Riazo  and  his  friends  that 
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day  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  dine 
with  a  party  at  his  house.  They  accordingly 
prepared  to  set  out  with  the  presents ;  and 
James  proposed  that  they  should  walk  through 
the  streets  in  procession,  carrying  the  boxes 
aloft  in  the  air ;  but  Don  Riazo  objected  to 
the  scheme,  as  they  might  be  intercepted  by 
the  populace,  and  get  all  their  fine  curiosities 
destroyed.  A  carriage  however  was  pro- 
cured, in  which  they  rode  with  the  windows 
open,  exhibiting  the  boxes  at  each  of  them  ; 
and,  on  alighting  to  enter  the  house,  Don 
Riazo  carried  "  the  castle  of  destruction,'' 
while  James  bore  aloft  the  musical  snuff-box, 
which  played  all  the  time,  and  greatly  amused 
the  spectators  without,  as  well  as  the  company 
within. 

On  entering  Don  Lamando's  house,  they 
found  that  dinner  had  been  some  time  on 
the  table ;  so  that,  as  soon  as  the  procession 
closed,  they  all  immediately  took  their  seats. 
Two  had  been  kept   for  James  and   Riazo, 
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each  of  whom  sat  next  to  the  landlord,  who, 
when  all  the  dishes  had  been  removed,  re- 
quested the  company  to  fill  a  bumper  to 
James's  health.  Don  Lamando  proposed  this 
toast  first,  not  only  from  respect  to  his  old 
acquaintance,  but  also  as  a  compliment  to 
his  brother-in-law,  who,  he  thought,  would  be 
glad  to  see  James  held  in  such  estimation. 
The  health  of  Don  Riazo  being  next  drunk, 
that  gentleman  rose,  and,  presenting  the  gifts 
he  had  brought  to  Don  Lamando,  spoke  as 
follows  :— 

"  Signor,  it  affords  me  the  highest  satis- 
faction to  present  to  you  this  small  token  of 
my  regard,  for  the  honour  which  you  have 
now  conferred  on  my  relation/'  Then,  turn- 
ing to  the  company,  he  continued,  "  Signors, 
this  worthy  citizen,"  pointing  to  Lamando, 
"  does  credit  to  the  capital  of  Spain.  Seldom 
is  one  equal  to  him  in  kindness  and  beneficence 
to  be  met  with  in  any  rank  of  life,  however 
dignified.      My   relation,    whose   health  has 
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been  drunk,  experienced  his  friendship  in  an 
hour  of  distress,  when  he  was  driven  from 
his  dwelHng  by  a  raging  fire,  and  lost  all 
that  he  possessed  on  earth : — in  that  dismal 
hour  he  was  received  with  hospitality  by 
our  worthy  landlord,  whose  health  I  now  pro- 
pose to  drink  in  a  bumper.*"  This  was  ac- 
cordingly done  with  all  the  honours,  the  com- 
pany standing ;  and,  after  the  acclamations 
had  ceased,  Don  Riazo  again  addressed  Don 
Lamando  in  the  following  words : — 

"  Know  then,  signor,  the  great  value  and 
regard  I  have  for  such  friendship  as  yours; 
for,  the  more  I  think  of  your  disinterested 
kindness,  the  more  it  creates  in  my  mind 
such  feelings  as  no  language  can  sufficiently 
express.  Having  heard  of  your  unparalleled 
friendship,  I  became  anxious,  and  even  found 
myself  unhappy,  till  I  should  see  a  man  of 
such  distinguished  worth,  who,  in  my  opi- 
nion, is  an  honour  to  his  country.  In  order 
to  pay  my  respects  to  you  in  a  proper  manner, 
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all  my  ingenuity  was  employed  for  some  days 
in  thinking  what  present  would  be  most  suitable 
for  your  acceptance ;  but,  having  learned  that 
you  have,  signor,  like  many  other  great  men, 
a  predilection  for  things  curious  and  uncom- 
mon, that  you  regard  wealth  only  as  it  can  be 
rendered  useful  to  others,  and  that  you  are 
especially  very  fond  of  music,  I  have  there- 
fore selected,  and  I  beg  to  present  to  you,  sig- 
nor, this  curious  box,  in  which  you  may 
place  a  very  large  sum  of  money  with  com- 
plete safety,  as  it  defies  the  power  of  rob- 
bery. 

"  This  account  of  the  box  may  seem  incredi- 
ble, although  quite  true  ;  for,  when  it  is  fixed 
down  in  a  particular  manner,  should  any  per- 
son touch  it,  a  spring  in  the  inside  instantly 
presents  a  charge  of  shot,  whicli,  with  the 
addition  of  ball,  kills  and  destroys  all  around 
it.  I  have  accordingly  just  put  a  half-charge 
of  powder  into  it,  with  a  little  paper,  for  the 
purpose  of  exhibiting  its  wonderful  powers." 
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Riazo  then  snatched  up  a  pen  that  lay  on 
the  table,  and,  having  taken  off  the  guard, 
and  touched  the  spring,  the  upper-door  of  the 
box  immediately  flew  open,  discovering  a  fixed 
battery,  which  instantly  began  to  fire. 

Such  an  extraordinary  incident  alarmed  the 
company,  who  started  from  their  seats,  and 
rushed  to  the  door  ;  the  ladies  screaming  as  if 
they  had  been  shot  at,  while  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen at  the  lower  end  of  the  table  could  not 
get  clear  of  it ;  and,  in  attempting  to  disen- 
gage themselves,  overturned  it,  and  broke  all 
the  bottles,  glasses,  and  brittle-ware  with 
which  it  was  covered.  This  disaster  inspired 
the  ladies,  who  had  escaped  to  the  door,  with 
fresh  alarm,  as  they  thought  that  the  mischief 
had  been  done  by  the  cannon.  They  there- 
fore implored  the  gentlemen  present  to  stop 
that  infernal  machine,  lest  it  should  batter 
down  the  house  about  their  cars ;  but  this  could 
not  be  done  till  it  had  discharged  all  the  guns 
of  the  battery.     When  the  firing  had  ceased, 
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and  silence  been  restored,  the  whole  party  re- 
turned to  the  room,  although  with  fear  and 
trembling;  and  Don  Riazo  having  begged 
pardon  for  the  alarm  he  had  caused,  again 
thus  addressed  Don  Lamando  : — 

"  You  see,  sir,  the  wonderful  power  of  this 
ingenious  machine  ;  for,  if  it  does  such  execu- 
tion when  charged  only  with  powder,  what 
must  it  do  when  loaded  with  ball !" 

Having  said  this,  Riazo  continued,  *'  I  now 
beg  leave,  signor,  to  present  you  with  another 
machine  of  a  very  different  kind  from  the 
self-defending  chest ;  it  is  a  musical  box  from 
Geneva,  which,  from  its  ingenious  mechan- 
ism, is  capable  of  playing  some  of  the  most 
harmonious  tunes  which  you  ever  heard." 
Then  touching  a  spring,  he  set  the  box  a 
playing,  which  delighted  the  whole  party  to 
such  a  degree,  that  every  one  wished  to  pos- 
sess it.  When  the  box  had  stopped,  Riazo 
said, — 

"    This  box  is  the  only  one  of  the  kind 
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that  ever  was  in  Spain ;  it  plays  seven  tunes, 
and,  by  different  movements,  it  can  play  them 
all  together,  one  after  another  in  succession  ; 
and  I  trust,  signer,  that  it  is  worthy  of  your 
acceptance.'" 

Riazo  had  no  sooner  ended,  than  Lamando 
thus  replied, — 

"  Signor,  the  honour  you  have  now  done 
me  in  presenting  me  with  these  ingenious 
pieces  of  workmanship  deserves  to  be  ac- 
knowledged by  me  with  the  utnTost  grati- 
tude; and  these  valuable  articles  shall  ever 
serve  as  tokens  of  the  friendship  I  have  met 
with  from  the  worthy  donor,  who,'  deeming  it 
proper  to  requite  a  mere  act  of  humanity  in 
showing  hospitality  to  his  noble-minded  friend, 
has  thereby  added  another  laurel  to  his 
crown  of  honour." 

During  these  transactions,  James,  who  sat 
and  heard  all  that  was  said,  considered  this  as 
the  proudest  and  the  happiest  day  of  his  life ; 
since  he  had  now,  in  the  person  of  his  brother- 
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in-law,  an  opportunity  of  acknowledging, 
in  so  public  a  manner,  the  gratitude  he  felt 
for  his  obligations  to  Don  Lamando, — and 
thought  that  he  would  undergo,  even  a  se- 
cond time,  all  the  hardships  he  had  met  with 
in  his  travels,  to  be  recompensed  by  the  ele- 
vated feelings  which  now  filled  his  heart. 
The  company  were  also  inspired  with  enthu- 
siams,  and  knew  not  whether  to  admire  most 
the  friendly  disposition  of  Don  Lamando,  or 
the  gratitude  expressed  by  Don  Riazo,  on 
the  present  occasion. 

As  this  was  one  of  those  musical  meetings, 
which  Don  ^Lamando  assembled  in  his  house 
once  a  week,  the  party  now  repaired  to  an- 
other room,  where  the  musicians  were  ready 
to  entertain  them.  Lamando,  Riazo,  and 
James  remained  for  a  while  to  prolong  their 
conversation;  while  Gorilla  requested  per- 
mission to  join  the  musical  party,  and  enter- 
tain them  with  his  bass-viol.  This  was 
readily   granted;    and  the  musician  of   Lo- 
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grona  was  highly  applauded  for  the  skill  and 
the  glee  with  which  he  played, — as  it  set  the 
whole  dancers  into  a  strain  of  merriment, 
which  they  had  never  before  experienced. 

In  the  meantime,  James  began  a  long  dis- 
sertation upon  many  different  subjects,  which 
he  handled  so  well,  that  for  an  hour  there  was 
no  interruption ;  till  at  last  he  was  led  to 
mention  several  persons  he  had  met  with  in 
his  travels,  and,  among  the  rest,  Dr  Fiscari, 
whom  he  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  see  be- 
fore returning  home.  Don  Lamando  told 
him  that  this  wish  might  be  easily  gratified, 
as  there  was  a  boat  that  sailed  from  a  place 
called  the  Towers,  (about  Madrid,)  every 
morning  at  eight  o'clock  for  Aranjuez, 
which  was  situate  upon  a  branch  of  the 
Taurus.  Riazo  had  heard  much  of  the  doc- 
tor's  eccentricities,  and,  being  equally  desirous 
to  see  him,  said  that  he  would  be  glad  to  ac- 
company James  in  the  expedition.  James 
however   objected   to   any   one   going  along 
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with  him,  as  he  always  went  to  sea  in  the 
dress  of  a  sailor,  which,  from  the  discovery 
of  his  trunk,  he  could  now  put  on  whenever 
he  had  occasion  for  it. 

That  Don  Riazo  might  not  be  prevented 
from  making  this  excursion  from  the  want 
of  sailors'  clothes,  Don  Lamando  told  him 
that  his  own  son  kept  a  pleasure-boat  on  the 
Tagus  and  canal,  and  that,  as  he  and  his 
companions  often  amused  themselves  with 
aquatic  excursions,  if  Don  Riazo  would  ac- 
cept of  his  son''s  dress,  he  should  be  extremely 
glad  to  accommodate  him  with  it.  Don  Riazo 
consented  to  receive  it  thankfully;  and  ac- 
cordingly Lamando  rang  the  bell,  and  de- 
sired the  servant  to  tell  his  son  to  bring  down 
his  sea-dress.  The  young  gentleman  soon 
appeared  with  his  jacket  and  trowsers;  ob- 
serving that,  should  the  jacket  fit,  he  was 
sure  that  the  other  part  of  the  dress  would, — 
as  trowsers  are  made  to  fit  every  one,  from 
the  man  to  the  boy.     Riazo  then  took  off  his 
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elegant  dress,  put  on  the  jacket,  (which  suited 
him  to  a  nicety,)  and  then  the  trowsers  ;— 
after  which  he  started  from  his  chair,  and, 
with  extended  arms,  exclaimed: — *'  Behold 
in  me,  a  Spanish  seaman,  and  a  defender  of 
my  country  !"  This  had  such  a  laughable 
effect,  that  Lamando's  daughter,  who  had 
learned  what  was  going  on,  came  and  led 
Don  Riazo,  in  his  sailor's  dress,  into  the 
music-room  where  the  company  were  as- 
sembled. 

He  had  no  sooner  entered  in  this  guise, 
than  the  musicians,  almost  unconsciously, 
struck  up  the  fine  national  air  of — "  Rule, 
Britannia,'' — by  the  celebrated  Handel,  which 
was  encored  five  times.  It  may  be  said,  in- 
deed, that  he  brought  a  full  house;  as  all 
the  servants  crowded  round  the  door,  and 
joined  the  company,  who,  every  time  thai 
the  tune  ended,  gave  three  cheers.  This  af- 
forded exquisite  amusement  to  Don  Lamando, 
who  entered  so  heartily  into  the  spirit  pf  the 
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frolic,  that,  had  there  been  another  sailor's 
dress  in  the  house,  he  would  have  put  it  on, 
and  joined  in  the  dance  also.  The  music 
finished  at  ten  o'clock ;  and  the  party  again 
returned  to  the  dining-room,  where  the  re- 
mains of  a  few  dishes,  that  had  been  prepared 
warm  for  dinner,  were  again  set  on  the  table 
cold.  Lamando  was  a  man  of  extremely  mo- 
derate views  with  regard  to  entertainments, 
and  had  no  high,  nonsensical  notions  about 
profusion  ;  although  he  was  fastidious  in  the 
manner  of  treating  his  friends,  as  he  wished 
to  have  the  table  covered  at  the  exact  hour 
appointed  for  dinner  or  supper,  and  liked  al- 
ways to  see  a  clean  tablecloth,  a  fire  in  the 
room,  a  bit  of  cheese,  and  a  bottle  of  porter, 
but  no  heavy  hot  suppers. 

The  company  were  very  jovial,  and  rallied 
Don  Riazo  about  his  sailor's  dress ;  alleging 
that  it  was  a  pity  he  was  not  an  admiral,  as 
they  questioned  not  that  he  would  have  been 
as  redoubted  a  commodore  as  Drake  or  Nelson. 
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After  remaining  till  twelve  o'clock,  the  com- 
pany broke  up,  and  retired  to  their  dwellings, 
well  pleased  with  the  evening's  amusements, 

Riazo  next,  in  order  of  command, 
Succeeds  the  youngest  of  our  naval  band ; 
But  what  avails  it  to  record  a  name 
That  courts  no  rank  among  the  sons  of  fame  ? 
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